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WHAT’S GOIN’ ON… 
 

*Information was provided by Dr. David Y. Lanclos, LSU AgCenter soybean and feed grain 
specialist. 

 
 
Late-season Problems for Soybeans Can Be Attributed to Growing 

Season Mishaps:  Recently, most of the calls on soybeans that I have received relate to 
end of the year late-season problems that include: green bean syndrome, uneven dry down, 
excessive stinkbug damage, cercospera leaf blight, pod and stem blight, drought stress 
(caused by either not irrigating or Mother Nature) and defoliation.   
 

Regarding beans that have been harvested this year, we have not had any significant 
problems with green bean syndrome. What is occurring, though, is that some fields are not 
drying down as they should when compared to other fields that had essentially the same 
growing conditions. What are the causes of these problems?  In some cases, it is difficult to 
determine what the primary cause is because, during late season, several problems 
manifest themselves.   
 

Yields that have been reported across the state are exceptional thus far. The reasons 
are twofold. Because of soybean rust, more attention was given to soybeans than ever  
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before and, second, we really had good growing conditions with few insects and little disease 
until late in the season. USDA has projected yield for Louisiana soybean production in 2005 
to be 35 Bu/A. If this projected yield estimate holds, it will be a new state record. The late-
season beans will determine our final yields. The later season beans have done very well, 
but need rain.   
 

Stinkbug pressure has been lighter than usual, and Orthene has been a great 
product to combat this pest; however, we do want to think about some chemistry rotation 
next year, especially late season when the numbers are lower.   
 

Cercospera leaf blight, in my opinion, is Louisiana’s number one disease nemesis. It 
causes more problems for us than any other disease, but shows up late season. This year, 
there was much confusion about fungicide efficacy and which ones did the job. In my last 
article I wrote about asking for help if you need it, and I hope that you will, because I 
witnessed a great deal of wasted fungicide applications by producers who thought they were 
doing the right thing. I have some strong opinions about cercospera leaf blight south of 
Alexandria. It is bad, and the pressure is severe in most years. This year the pressure 
happened to be lighter than usual. Because of this, Topsin-M or the generic (thiophanate-
methyl) should be used south of Alexandria to suppress this disease. In north Louisiana, 
the pressure is less severe, but still there and causing problems; however, producers can 
sometimes get by without the Topsin-M application. Pod and stem blight were evident in 
more fields this year than normal, which also brought late-season seed quality problems. 
 

Regarding defoliation, I am a big advocate of using a desiccant such as Paraquat to 
help defoliate a soybean crop. Many folks are still confused as to why this helps dry down 
the crop. The herbicide itself has no drying effect on the seed. It desiccates the plant’s 
leaves and petioles, allowing more air movement and sunlight penetration in the canopy 
and increasing the dry-down rate of the crop. Perhaps the largest benefit of a desiccant at 
harvest is increased combine efficiency. Increased combine efficiency is gained by having a 
more uniformly dried crop in addition to the weeds in the field being killed. 
 
  On early-planted fields, I suggest that growers budget a Paraquat application into 
production costs, especially if they are really pushing the crop to be harvested by a specific 
day. The number one question I get with desiccation is: How long do I have to wait to 
harvest? In my opinion, a four-day minimum is best. I feel that it really gives the crop ample 
time to turn and allows the wind to knock some of the leaves and petioles off the plant. 
 

After R5 to R6 with the exception of a possible insect spray, irrigation or desiccant, 
soybeans really do not need all that much attention; the problems that show up late season 
are really those missed during the growing season. After R6, you really start noticing flat 
pods, disfigured pods, pods not filling, disease incidence and severity increasing, etc. At this 
point, there is really nothing you can do. This is why it is so important to stay abreast of the 
changing needs of the crop during the growing season. 
 

On an unrelated note, we are in full swing of harvesting our verification fields as well 
as our demonstrations across the state. In the coming weeks, we will process the data and 
report it in articles as well as posting results online. If you want to access demonstration 
data, please log on to www.lsuagcenter.com and click on the crops and livestock link and 
then select your commodity. On the right-hand side of your respective commodity choice 
will be a link for Extension Demonstrations; click it, and all of the data are categorized by 
parish. 
 
 

 
    

 



 

SOYBEAN UPDATE  
 

Hurricane Damage:  It is difficult to predict exactly how much crop damage and 
or yield loss we will sustain from the hurricanes. It appears that we will suffer about 5% or 
less yield reduction from the storms, primarily in southwest and central Louisiana. Lodging 
will be a major problem for the soybeans left in the field; this, in turn, decreases combine 
efficiency and will range anywhere from 0% to 25%, with higher percentages in 
southwestern Louisiana.   

 
 
Louisiana Soybean Association (LSA):  LSA is a producer-based soybean 

organization affiliated with the American Soybean Association (ASA) and the United 
Soybean Board (USB). This organization has many roles, including updating statewide 
soybean producers on current legislative and environmental issues. The LSA has 
representatives on the ASA and USB boards. This allows Louisiana issues to be brought to 
a national audience. As a member of LSA, you support local, state, national and 
international promotion and use of soybeans. Membership is available to anyone involved in 
production agriculture. Agribusiness personnel are strongly encouraged to join. For more 
information about becoming a member of LSA, please contact: 

 
  Dr. David Y. Lanclos   (318) 473.6530 office 
  8105 Tom Bowman Drive   (318) 308.5386 cell 
  Dean Lee Research Station  (318) 473.6535 fax 
  Alexandria, LA  71302   dlanclos@agcenter.lsu.edu 
 

To join online:  The Web address is www.soygrowers.com. Select membership and 
enter your information. 

 
 

CORN UPDATE 
 
 
*This information was provided by Dr. Steve Moore, LSU AgCenter professor of agronomy, 
and Maurice Wolcott, research associate, LSU Dept. of Plant Pathology and Crop Physiology. 
 
  Zinc Deficiencies in Corn on Red River Silt Loam Soils in Central 
Louisiana:  Zinc deficiencies have been observed sporadically in corn produced on light-
textured Red River alluvial soils. In recent years, and especially in 2005, the incidence of 
zinc deficiency appears to be increasing. This may be caused by a decline in organic matter 
where a little decrease can have a relatively large effect on micro-nutrient availability. A 
photograph of a corn plant with typical zinc deficiency symptoms is below. 
 
 
 



 
 
           Corn plants with Zinc deficiency. 
 

Zinc deficiency can be overcome by applying zinc in the furrow at planting. Yield 
results from an early zinc study at the Dean Lee Research Station are below. Yield increased 
by more than 80 bushels per acre when only 1 pound of zinc was applied in furrow, but 
yields continued to increase mathematically when a second pound was added. There did 
not appear to be a benefit to higher rates of zinc in this study. A micro-prill zinc material 
was used as a hopper box treatment.   
 
 

Yield response to in-furrow application of Zinc. 
 

Zinc (Lbs/A)  Yield (Bu/A) 
 

       6     152 
        4     155 
        3     155 
       2     154 
       1     136 
       0      54 
  __________________________________________ 
 

A comparison of corn plants receiving 2 pounds of zinc in-furrow and plants receiving no 
zinc at 30 days after planting is in the next photograph. An even more remarkable contrast 
is seen in the next photograph taken 44 days after planting. The photographs clearly show 
how damaging zinc deficiency can be. Since this study, additional zinc fertility treatments 
have been applied in other experiments that verify beneficial results from in-furrow 
treatments.  

 

 
                      
   2 lbs Zinc             O Zinc 

Corn plants at 30 days 
after planting. 



 
 
 

 
 
        3 lbs Zinc  O lbs Zinc 
  
     
Growers producing corn on light-textured Red River alluvial soils are cautioned to 

look carefully at soil zinc concentration before planting in the next season. It is difficult 
to get sufficient zinc to the plant to overcome deficiencies after planting and, if 
deficiencies exist, growers should arrange to apply zinc before planting. For additional 
information please contact either of the authors or Dr. David Lanclos at 318.473.6530. 

 
 

Corn Demos:  All statewide corn demonstrations have been harvested. Below is  
the ranking of Core Block hybrids in bushels per acre averaged across 11 locations. The 
average from all demonstrations and hybrids was 160.6 Bu/A. Additional information on 
individual parish trials will be posted on the LSU AgCenter Web site at 
http://www.aem.lsu.edu/demo/corndemo.html. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CORE BLOCK HYBRID Ranking 

Average Yield in 
Bu/A 

(across 11 locations) 
Terral 26B34 1 171.35 
Pioneer 31G68 2 169.54 
Pioneer 32D99 3 165.37 
Dekalb DKC 69-71RR2YG 4 163.53 
Dekalb DKC 69-72RR 5 161.03 
Terral 25BR23 6 158.47 
Dyna-Gro 5528Bt 7 158.18 
Dyna-Gro 5515 8 157.23 
Garst 8288 9 155.20 
Terral 26BR10n 10 146.00 

Corn plants at 44 days 
after planting. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GRAIN SORGHUM UPDATE 
 
  
 Crop Demonstrations:  All grain sorghum demonstrations have been harvested, 
with an average of 103 Bu/A for all hybrids across all locations. This table contains the six 
Core Block hybrids with their respective yields and rankings across the two locations, which 
included Rapides and St. Landry parishes. Additional information for individual parishes 
can be accessed at http://www.lsuagcenter.com/en/crops_livestock/crops/Sorghum/. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTES FROM THE FIELD 
      

   Keith Fontenot, Evangeline Parish:  “This is the best estimate on the damage 
from the hurricane. We have 11,000 acres of soybeans planted with very few MG IVs, maybe 15%-
20%, and those that were cut averaged 18-25 bushels per acre. Most of our beans were Vs and had 
loaded up well in the field. All are bent over, lying pretty low; some still have standing water but were 
far enough along that this should not bother them, as long as the pods are out of water and drying out. 
We are drying off quickly, with standing water draining well. If those pods dry out quickly, we should 
not have as much quality or yield loss as if they had stayed saturated and begun to sprout in pods, etc. I 
estimate that there will be a 20%  decrease in quality as well as some yield loss.” 

ROUNDUP READY 
CORE BLOCK HYBRID Ranking 

Average Yield in 
Bu/A 

(Across 4 locations) 
Dyna-Gro 58K15 1 164.00 

DeKalb DKC 69-71RR2YG 2 160.40 
Pioneer 31R87 3 158.50 
Garst 8287RR 4 158.10 

Terral TV 23R31 5 152.50 

CORE BLOCK HYBRID Ranking 
Average Yield in Bu/A 

(across 2 locations) 
Garst 5515 1 106.73 
Terral TV9421 2 104.77 
Pioneer 83G66 3 104.42 
Terral TV96H81 4 102.80 
Dyna-Gro 780B 5 101.04 
Asgrow A571 6 98.64 



 
 

 UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
January 
 1/06 – Tri-State Soybean Meeting, Delhi 
 

    
  

 PERSONNEL 
 

STATE EXTENSION SPECIALISTS 
       Dr. Jack Baldwin, Professor, Entomology, Baton Rouge 
  jbaldwin@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Responsibilities:  Soybeans, Corn & Grain Sorghum 
 

Dr. Kurt Guidry, Associate Professor, Ag Economics and Agribusiness, Baton Rouge 
  kmguidry@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Responsibilities:  Soybeans and feed grain economic marketing 
 

 Dr. Clayton Hollier, Professor, Plant Pathology, Baton Rouge 
  chollier@agcenter.lsu.edu 
  Responsibilities:  Grain Sorghum, Soybeans, and Corn 
 

Dr. David Lanclos, Assistant Professor and Specialist, Dean Lee Research and 
Extension Center, Alexandria 

  dlanclos@agcenter.lsu.edu 
  Responsibilities:  Soybeans, Corn & Grain Sorghum 
 
 Dr. Charles Overstreet, Professor, Plant Pathology, Baton Rouge 
  coverstreet@agcenter.lsu.edu 
  Responsibilities:  Nematodes in all agronomic crops 
 

Mr. Jay Stevens, Assistant Professor and Specialist, Dean Lee Research and 
Extension Center, Alexandria 

  jstevens@agcenter.lsu.edu 
  Responsibilities:  Soil fertility for all agronomic crops 
 
 
 

EXTENSION ASSOCIATES 
 
Rob Ferguson, Dean Lee Research & Extension Center, Alexandria 
 referguson@agcenter.lsu.edu  cell phone:  318.308.4191 
 
Donna S. Morgan, Callegari Environmental Center & Dean Lee Research 

& Extension Center, Alexandria 
 dsmorgan@agcenter.lsu.edu   cell phone:  318.613.9278 
  
 
 
 



 
 
PARISH CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

   
RESEARCH PERSONNEL 

 
Scientist Location Responsibilities E-mail Address 

Dr. James Board Dept. of Agronomy 
& Env. Mgmt., 
Baton Rouge 

Soybeans:  water-
logging and other 
cultural practices 

jboard@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Dr. Jason Bond Rice Research 
Station, Crowley 

Feed grain variety 
testing 

jbond@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Dr. Don Bouquet NE Research 
Station, St. Joe 

Nutrient Mgmt., BMP, 
and variety testing 

dboquet@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Dr. Ernie Clawson NE Research 
Station, St. Joe 

Soybeans: variety 
testing and early 
planting 

eclawson@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Parish County Agent E-Mail Address 
Acadia Barrett Courville bcourville@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Allen Randall Bellon rbellon@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Avoyelles Carlos Smith csmith@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Beauregard Mike Lavergne mlavergne@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Bossier Joseph Barrett jbarrett@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Caddo John B. LeVasseur jblevasseur@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Calcasieu Jerry Whatley jwhatley@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Caldwell Jimmy McCann jmccann@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Cameron Gary Wicke gwicke@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Catahoula David Neal dneal@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Concordia Glen Daniels gdaniels@agcenter.lsu.edu 
East Carroll Donna Lee drlee@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Evangeline Keith Fontenot kfontenot@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Franklin Carol Pinnell-Alison cpinnell-alison@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Iberia Jimmy Flanagan jflanagan@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Iberville Louis Lirette llirette@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Jeff Davis Allen Hogan ahogan@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Lafayette Stan Dutile sdutile@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Madison Mike Rome mrome@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Morehouse Terry Erwin terwin@agcenter.lsu.edu 
 Richard Letlow rletlow@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Nachitoches Hubert Wilkerson hwilkerson@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Ouachita Richard Letlow rletlow@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Pointe Coupee Miles Brashier mbrashier@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Rapides Matt Martin mmartin@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Red River Hubert Wilkerson hwilkerson@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Richland Keith Collins kcollins@agcenter.lsu.edu 
St. Landry Keith Normand knormand@agcenter.lsu.edu 
St. Martin  Alfred Guidry aguidry@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Tensas Robert Goodson rgoodson@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Vermilion Andrew Granger agranger@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Washington Henry Harrison hharrison@agcenter.lsu.edu 
West Baton Rouge Harry Laws hlaws@agcenter.lsu.edu 
West Carroll Myrl Sistrunk msistrunk@agcenter.lsu.edu 
West Feliciana James Devillier jdevillier@agcenter.lsu.edu 



    
Dr. Fangneng Huang Dept. of 

Entomology, Baton 
Rouge 

Corn & grain 
sorghum:  insect pest 
management 

fhuang@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Dr. James Griffin Dept. of Agronomy 
& Env. Mgmt., 
Baton Rouge 

Soybeans and corn: 
weed management 

jgriffin@agcenter.lsu.edu 
 

Dr. Manjit Kang Dept. of Agronomy 
& Env. Mgmt., 
Baton Rouge 

Corn:  quantitative 
genetics and breeding 

mkang@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Dr. Roger Leonard Macon Ridge 
Research Station, 
Winnsboro 

Grain crops:  
sustainable IPM 
programs 

rleonard@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Dr. H.J. “Rick” 
Mascagni 

Macon Ridge/NE 
Research Stations, 
Winnsboro & St. 
Joe 

Corn & grain 
sorghum: production 
and variety testing 

hmascagni@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Dr. Donnie Miller NE Research 
Station, St. Joe 

Soybeans: weed 
control 

dmiller@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Dr. Steve Moore Dean Lee Research 
& Extension 
Center, Alexandria 

Corn: breeding and 
aflatoxin 
Soybeans: weathering 
Coordinator for variety 
testing 

smoore@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Dr. Boyd Padgett NE Research 
Station, St. Joe 

Small grain diseases bpadgett@agcenter.lsu.edu 
 

 
 
Dr. Jim Rabb 

 
Red River Research 
Station, Bossier 

 
Soybeans:  production 
and variety testing; 
water quality 

 
jrabb@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Dr. Ray Schneider Dept. of Plant 
Pathology & Crop 
Physiology, Baton 
Rouge 

Soybean: pathology rschneider@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Mr. Roy Vidrine Dean Lee Research 
& Extension 
Center, Alexandria 

Agronomic crops: 
weed control 

rvidrine@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Dr. Bill Williams NE Research 
Station, St. Joe 

Corn and grain 
sorghum: weed 
management 

bwilliams@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Dr. Jim Wang Dept. of Agronomy 
& Env. Mgmt., 
Baton Rouge 

Soil testing, plant 
analysis, soil 
chemistry 

jjwang@agcenter.lsu.edu 
 

 
 

Visit our Web site:   www.lsuagcenter.com 
 
 

Louisiana State University Agricultural Center 
William B. Richardson, Chancellor 

Louisiana Agricultural Experiment Station 
David J. Boethel, Vice Chancellor and Director 

Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service 
Paul D. Coreil, Vice Chancellor and Director 
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