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SOYBEAN  
 
LOUISIANA SOYBEAN CROP STATUS REPORT 
Dr. David Lanclos, LSU AgCenter Specialist 

 
The 2006 soybean year for Louisiana has been up and down thus far.  We have gone 
through a severe drought followed by adequate rainfall and we are currently drying out 
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again very quickly.  Because of this fact, in some areas of the state, our crop is somewhat 
shorter than what we are accustomed to and this is causing some concern.  The main 
concerns are shorter than normal plants or stunting and “premature” flowering, which can 
be confusing.  Neither of these problems should cause drastic yield reductions if we can get 
some rain and/or irrigate properly.   
 
According to Dr. Jim Board, a soybean physiologist with the LSU AgCenter, premature 
flowering and stunting are two different issues, which can act separately or in combination.  
Both of these problems have occurred in some fields this year.  The term premature 
flowering specifically refers to plant stunting caused by short day lengths when a soybean is 
planted at a non-optimal planting date.  The severe kind of drought stress that we have 
incurred thus far in the season would cause stunting of any soybean regardless of planting 
date or maturity group.  Planting at a non-optimal date, (either too early or too late) would 
just exasperate the stunting caused by drought.  Drought stress prior to R5 and planting 
under short day lengths (i.e. non-optimal planting) mainly affect yield the same way:  that 
is, they restrict the accumulation of vegetative dry matter resulting in lower pod and seed 
production.   The mode of operation is just different.  Drought stress reduces dry matter 
accumulation (i.e. stunting the plants) by slowing leaf expansion rate, which limits light 
interception, which in turn limits crop growth rate, which results in less dry matter 
accumulation.  Short day length just curtails the time to R5 (vegetative dry matter is formed 
up to this point) thus reducing the chance to obtain adequate dry matter to obtain 
maximum yield.   
 
For our MG IV and V beans, they are still being classified as either indeterminate or 
determinate. There is still some confusion about what these terms mean.  Both determinate 
and indeterminate soybean have simultaneous vegetative and reproductive growth, however 
the difference between the two is that the main stem in determinate soybean (MG V) stops 
its upward growth shortly after R1, while the main stem on indeterminate soybean (MG IV) 
continues upward main stem growth from R1 to R5.   
 
Because of the way determinate beans grow, some MG V’s that have been planted in early 
April are flowering or have been flowering for a while.  The question is will they make a 
crop?  Yes, but they will probably not set any yield records.   In the last few weeks we have 
had the opportunity to work some complaints primarily in the Delta on stunted MG V’s that 
were flowering and ranged in height from 14 to 16 inches tall.  Planting date on these calls 
varied from April 2 to the 14th across a few varieties.  At this point, some varieties have 
responded more favorably to these planting dates than others (with all varieties 
encountering some drought stress).  This is evidenced by some varieties being much taller 
in stature, having more branching and timelier flowering as opposed to their counter parts.  
Where my concerns lie is that when a MG V is approaching R2 and has an average height of 
14 to 16 inches  - yield potential can be limited.  Branching from that growth stage to R5 is 
only going to make up so much yield.   Currently, we do not recommend planting a MG V 
earlier than April 25th, but are pursuing MG V planting date trials.  The reason for not 
having a recommendation for planting MG V’s earlier than the 25th is that they have a 
history of stunting.  We know some MG V’s do stunt more than others do.  In the future, we 
need to continue this avenue of research (pushing the planting date of MG V’s) to find out 
specifically which varieties are more adapted to earlier planting dates.  Until then, 
experimenting with a few acres is great, but planting large acreages in MG V beans without 
knowing how they will respond to early dates could be costly in the long-run. 
 
Over the past couple of weeks, the majority of the calls that I have gotten are on three 
subjects.  Lack of growth from certain varieties and planting date interactions, insects and 
explanations on growth stage descriptions for fungicide applications.  It is good to get the 
growth stage calls because it means that folks are monitoring their soybean crops and they 
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want to maximize the effect of fungicide applications.  Because of the type of year that we 
have had thus far it will be critical to get the most return for dollars spent on a fungicide 
application.  Louisiana research has shown that if you are going to spray once for an 
assortment of diseases, the R3 timing is when you want to make the application.  There is a 
great deal of interest about delaying our Topsin-M application a little later especially for 
beans south of Alexandria where Cercospera leaf blight pressure is so severe.  Currently, 
research is limited on this subject, but is forthcoming.  Dr. Boyd Padgett (LSU AgCenter 
plant pathologist) data is inconclusive as to if a split application does increase yield.  This 
year in our verification fields, we are applying Quadris or Headline at R3 followed by Topsin 
at R4 or R5 tank-mixed with an insecticide.  In the past, fields that have been treated with 
Topsin-M may still have Cercospera present after an application, but dry down in a more 
timely manner.  In my opinion, Topsin-M is the best product that we have for Cercospera 
control or suppression at the present time.  Several other fungicides are going to be tested 
this year for their efficacy on the disease. 
 
Most of the soybeans in the state are between growth stages R1 and R2.  Some beans will 
be as advanced to R3 by the end of this week and will begin getting fungicide applications.  
In some cases, the earliest beans have already been treated.   I know that some producers 
have sprayed a little too early trying to piggyback the second Roundup application with a 
fungicide.  What I have been telling producers is that a fungicide/insecticide tankmix would 
probably be more logical IF the growth stages and insect populations warrant a tank mix 
application.  This brings me to the refresher on soybean reproductive growth stages. 
 
R1 is termed first flowering or beginning bloom.  Regardless of where on the plant a flower 
is visible, the plant has begun the reproductive phase. 
 
R2 is termed full bloom stage.  R2 is classified when there is an open flower at one of the 
four uppermost nodes on the main stem with a fully developed leaf. 
 
R3 is termed pod initiation or beginning pod stage.  This is the stage when there is a 3/16 -
inch long pod at one of the four uppermost nodes on the main stem with a fully developed 
leaf. 
 
R4 is termed full pod stage or pod elongation.  This stage is classified when a ¾ -inch long 
pod is visible at one of the four uppermost nodes on the main stem with a fully developed 
leaf. 
 
R5 is termed beginning seed stage or seed initiation.  This stage is classified when there is a 
1/8 -inch long seed in a pod at one of the four uppermost nodes on the main stem with a 
fully developed leaf. 
 
There are two things to remember about these growth stages and that is that they are based 
on evaluations of the four uppermost nodes starting at a fully expanded trifoliate and 
working down the plant. Secondly, do not evaluate the branches because they are not 
used in growth stage evaluations.  How do you determine when a field has reached a 
respective growth stage.  Fortunately, in soybeans progression of growth stages are 
generally very close in a field.  Scout across the field just as you would do for insects and 
when 50% of the respective field has reached the target growth stage the field or crop can be 
classified as such. 
 
Here is a listing of just a few great internet sites have visual descriptions of these growth 
stages.     
http://www.ext.nodak.edu/extpubs/plantsci/rowcrops/a1174/a1174w.htm 
http://www.planthealth.info/diag_soygrowth.htm 
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http://web1.msue.msu.edu/msue/imp/mods1/00000010.html 
http://www.oznet.ksu.edu/kansascrops/soybean_growth.htm 
 
 

 
Image from University of Illinois Extension 

 

WHAT’S GOIN’ ON… 
 
ASIAN SOYBEAN RUST HOTLINE 
Dr. Boyd Padgett, LSU AgCenter Plant Pathologist 
BASF and Mississippi Soybean Producers are sponsoring an Asian Soybean Rust Hotline.  
The hotline provides information about soybean rust in Louisiana and Mississippi and what 
is being done to scout for it. 
 
The number is 1-800-516-0865. 
 
 
SOYBEAN INSECT UPDATE 
Dr. Jack Baldwin, LSU AgCenter Specialist 
 
Due to the presence of red banded stink bugs in certain areas of the state, there have been 
some questions regarding the labeling of Orthene (Acephate) for use on soybeans. I would 
like to summarize our current recommendations for red banded stink bug (formerly 
referred to as red shouldered stink bug). 
Economic threshold: 24 bugs per 100 sweeps. Caged plot research indicates that 
sensitivity to yield loss from this stink bug is greatest in the R5 (pod fill) stage, which is 
similar to research with the southern green stink bug. There is currently no data to support 
treating soybeans in the vegetative stages for red banded stink bugs.  
Recommended Insecticide: Orthene (Acephate and other generic names) @ 0.75 to 1.0 
pound active ingredient per acre. 

Recommended (Suppression only): Baythroid @ 0.044 pound active ingredient per acre. 
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 CORN UPDATE 
CORN INSECT UPDATE 
Dr. Jack Baldwin, LSU AgCenter Specialist 
 
The attached files contain the southwestern corn borer (SWCB) and fall armyworm trap 
counts for May 30 and 31. SWCB moth counts are low, and we are awaiting the second 
generation moth flight. This generation could be a problem in some fields, depending on the 
population level. 
            Fall armyworm moth counts are generally low. I am still catching corn 
earworm/bollworm moths in SWCB traps, but not as many as a week or two ago. No 
European corn borers moths were trapped at three locations. 
            There was also a second-hand report of moderate levels of what was presumably 
sugarcane borer feeding in whorl stage corn in isolated fields on the Macon Ridge. There is 
no pheromone trap for this borer species, so field sampling is the only indicator of it’s 
presence. Last year, in late planted corn plots, Dr. Huang found sugarcane borers at 
Alexandria, Winnsboro, St. Joseph and East Carroll Parish. Therefore, it could possibly be a 
problem in some fields.  
  
Richland Parish: For the week of May 30, five SWCB traps averaged 3 moths per trap, and 
ranged from 1 to 4 moths per trap. All corn was tasseling. 
  
Concordia Parish: For the week of June 1, two SWCB traps caught no moths. Corn 
earworm/bollworm moths were still being caught. 
 

 Southwestern Corn Borer Pheromone Trap Counts-2006 

 April 4-7 April 11 April 18 April 25-26 

Location Growth 
 stage 

# of 
moths 

Growth 
 stage 

# of 
moths 

Growth 
 stage 

# of 
moths 

Growth 
 stage 

# of 
moths 

E. Carroll  V1 trap set V2-3 4 V5 66 V6 149 

E. Carroll Var. V1-2 0 V2-3 0 V5 5 V6 25 

W. Carroll  V2 trap set V3-4 0 V5-6 1 V7 1 

Madison Var. V1-2 0 V3-4 0 V4-5 1 V6-7 1 

Madison  V2 0 V2-3 0 V5 6 V6 3 

Catahoula not up  trap set V1 0 V3 0 V5 0 

Pointe Coupee  trap set V4 0 V6 0 V7 0 

LSU- B.R.         

         

  

 Southwestern Corn Borer Pheromone Trap Counts-2006 

 May 2-3 May 9 and 10 May 16 and 17 May 23 and 24 

Location Growth 
 stage 

# of 
moths 

Growth 
 stage 

# of 
moths 

Growth 
 stage 

# of 
moths 

Growth 
 stage 

# of 
moths 

E. Carroll  V7-8 35 V9 39 V11-12 30 V15 21 

E. Carroll Var. V8 18 V10 13 V13 9 V16 5 

W. Carroll  V8 1 V10 1 V12 2 V14-15 2 

Madison Var. V8 0 V10-11 1 V13 2 V16 2 

Madison  V7 5 V9-10 3 V11-12 3 V15 0 

Catahoula V6 0 V8 0 V10 0 V12 0 

Pointe Coupee V9 0 V13 0 V15 0 VT-R1 0 

LSU- B.R.  0  0  0  0 
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 Fall Armyworm Pheromone Trap Counts-2006 

 April 4-7 April 11-12 April 18-19 April 25-26 

Location Growth 
 stage 

# of 
moths 

Growth 
 stage 

# of 
moths 

Growth 
 stage 

# of 
moths 

Growth 
 stage 

# of 
moths 

E. Carroll  V1 trap set V2-3 1 V5 6 V6 2 

E. Carroll Var. V1-2  V2-3 trap set V5 6 V6 - 

Madison Var. V1-2  V3-4  V4-5 trap set V6-7 0 

Madison  V2 2 V2-3 3 V5 2 V6 2 

Catahoula not up  trap set V1 0 V3 1 V5 0 

Pointe Coupee  trap set V4 11 V6 17 V7 2 

LSU- B.R.   V4-5 trap set V6 0  3 

         

  

 Fall Armyworm Pheromone Trap Counts-2006 

 May 2-3 May 9-19 May 16-17 May 23-24 

Location Growth 
 stage 

# of 
moths 

Growth 
 stage 

# of 
moths 

Growth 
 stage 

# of 
moths 

Growth 
 stage 

# of 
moths 

E. Carroll  V7-8 13 V9 7 V11-12 16 V15 0 

E. Carroll Var. V8 3 V10 11 V13 21 V16 6 

Madison Var. V8 3 V10 6 V13 2 V16 1 

Madison  V7 21 V10-11 11 V11-12 34 V15 4 

Catahoula V6 0 V9-10 0 V10 1 V12 0 

Pointe Coupee V9 5 V8 6 V15 6 VT-R1 0 

LSU- B.R.  4 V13 3  25  3 

         

 

LAGNIAPPE 
  
SATEWIDE VARIETY DEMONSTRATION UPDATE 
Rob Ferguson, Extension Associate, Dean Lee Research Station 
 
All of the crop demonstrations have been planted that can be.  There have been 60 
demonstrations planted this year.  Those demonstrations that were planned, but not 
planted were due to the lack of moisture available at the desired planting date.  If you have 
any questions on the demonstrations contact the respective county agent or Dr. David 
Lanclos or Rob Ferguson. Below is a chart showing the status of each demonstration. 
 

Parish Milo 
Conv. 
Corn 

RR 
Corn MG3 MG4 MG5 

Acadia         D PP 

Avoyelles PP X P     P 

Beauregard P P     D PP 

Caddo   P         

Calcasieu           X 

Caldwell   P         

Catahoula   P     P   

Concordia         P P 

East Carroll   P P PP PP   

Evangeline   X       X 
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Franklin   P     P   

Iberia   P   P P   

Jeff Davis           PP 

Madison   P         

Morehouse   P P   P P 

Natchitoches P X       P 

Ouachita/ULM   P     P  

Pointe Coupee   P P P P P 

Rapides P P P D D PPPP 

Richland   P P P P   

St. Charles           X 

St. Landry P P     P P 

St. Martin   D         

West Carroll   P     P   

Total Planned 6 19 6 6 15 16 68 

Planted 6 15 6 5  12 16 60 

Harvested              

X-Planned demonstration 
D-Seed has been delivered 

P-Demonstration has been planted 
 
 

Louisiana Soybean Association (LSA):  LSA is a producer-based soybean 
organization affiliated with the American Soybean Association (ASA) and the United 
Soybean Board (USB). This organization has many roles, including updating statewide 
soybean producers on current legislative and environmental issues. The LSA has 
representatives on the ASA and USB boards. This allows Louisiana issues to be brought to 
a national audience. As a member of LSA, you support local, state, national and 
international promotion and use of soybeans. Membership is available to anyone involved in 
production agriculture. Agribusiness personnel are strongly encouraged to join. For more 
information about becoming a member of LSA, please contact: 

 
  Dr. David Y. Lanclos   (318) 473.6530 office 
  8105 Tom Bowman Drive   (318) 308.5386 cell 
  Dean Lee Research Station  (318) 473.6535 fax 
  Alexandria, LA  71302   dlanclos@agcenter.lsu.edu 
 

To join online:  The Web address is www.soygrowers.com. Select membership and 
enter your information. 

 

NOTABLE QUOTE 
 
“Let us never forget that the cultivation of the earth is the most important labor of 
man. Man may be civilized in some degree without great progress in manufactures 
and with little commerce with his distant neighbors. But without the cultivation of 
the earth, he is, in all countries, a savage. Until he gives up the chase and fixes 
himself in some place, and seeks a living from the earth, he is a roaming barbarian. 
When tillage begins, other arts follow. The farmers, therefore, are the founders of 
civilization.” 
Daniel Webster 
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 UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
June 
 6/05 – LCAAA Annual Meeting – Covington 
 6/14 – Northeast Research Station Annual Field Day – St. Joseph, for 
    details contact Dr. Donnie Miller dmiller@agcenter.lsu.edu 
 6/29 – Rice Research Station Annual Field Day – Crowley, for details 
    contact Dr. Don Growth dgrowth@agcenter.lsu.edu 
 
July 
 7/7 – East Carroll Field Day – Lake Providence, for details contact  
  Donna Lee drlee@agcenter.lsu.edu 
 7/8 – Farm Bureau Commodity Meetings – New Orleans 
 7/11 – Terral Field Day – Greenville, MS, for more details contact 
   Suzanne Sitton ssitton@terral seed.com  
 7/20 – The Delta Research and Extension Center Agronomic Field Day –  
   Stoneville, MS, for details contact Jody Stovall    
   jstovall@drec.msstate.edu  
 7/25 – Richland Field Day – Woodland Plantation, for details contact  
   Keith Collins kcollins@agcenter.lsu.edu  
 
August 

8/24 – Dean Lee Research & Extension Center Annual Field Day –  
            Alexandria, for details contact Matt Martin 
   mmartin@agcenter.lsu.edu  
     

 PERSONNEL 
 

STATE EXTENSION SPECIALISTS 
       Dr. Jack Baldwin, Professor, Entomology, Baton Rouge 
  jbaldwin@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Responsibilities:  Soybeans, Corn & Grain Sorghum 
 
Dr. Kurt Guidry, Associate Professor, Ag Economics and Agribusiness, Baton Rouge 

  kmguidry@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Responsibilities:  Soybeans and feed grain economic marketing 
 

 Dr. Clayton Hollier, Professor, Plant Pathology, Baton Rouge 
  chollier@agcenter.lsu.edu 
  Responsibilities:  Grain Sorghum, Soybeans, and Corn 
 

Dr. David Y. Lanclos, Assistant Professor and Specialist, Dean Lee Research and 
Extension Center, Alexandria 

  dlanclos@agcenter.lsu.edu 
  Responsibilities:  Soybeans, Corn & Grain Sorghum 
 
 Dr. Charles Overstreet, Professor, Plant Pathology, Baton Rouge 
  coverstreet@agcenter.lsu.edu 
  Responsibilities:  Nematodes in all agronomic crops 
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Mr. Jay Stevens, Assistant Professor and Specialist, Dean Lee Research and 
Extension Center, Alexandria 

  jstevens@agcenter.lsu.edu 
  Responsibilities:  Soil fertility for all agronomic crops 

 
EXTENSION ASSOCIATES 

Rob Ferguson, Dean Lee Research & Extension Center, Alexandria 
 referguson@agcenter.lsu.edu  cell phone:  318-308-4191 
 

PARISH CONTACT INFORMATION 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

Parish County Agent E-Mail Address 

Acadia Barrett Courville bcourville@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Allen Randall Bellon rbellon@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Avoyelles Carlos Smith csmith@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Beauregard Mike Lavergne mlavergne@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Bossier Joseph Barrett jbarrett@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Caddo John B. LeVasseur jblevasseur@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Calcasieu Jerry Whatley jwhatley@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Caldwell Jimmy McCann jmccann@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Cameron Gary Wicke gwicke@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Catahoula David Neal dneal@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Concordia Glen Daniels gdaniels@agcenter.lsu.edu 

East Carroll Donna Lee drlee@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Evangeline Keith Fontenot kfontenot@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Franklin Carol Pinnell-Alison cpinnell-alison@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Iberia Jimmy Flanagan jflanagan@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Iberville Louis Lirette llirette@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Jeff Davis Allen Hogan ahogan@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Lafayette Stan Dutile sdutile@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Madison Mike Rome mrome@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Morehouse Terry Erwin terwin@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Richard Letlow rletlow@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Nachitoches Hubert Wilkerson hwilkerson@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Ouachita Richard Letlow rletlow@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Pointe Coupee Miles Brashier mbrashier@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Rapides Matt Martin mmartin@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Red River Hubert Wilkerson hwilkerson@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Richland Keith Collins kcollins@agcenter.lsu.edu 

St. Charles Rene’ Schmit rschmit@agcenter.lsu.edu 

St. Landry Keith Normand knormand@agcenter.lsu.edu 

St. Martin  Alfred Guidry aguidry@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Tensas   

Vermilion Andrew Granger agranger@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Washington Henry Harrison hharrison@agcenter.lsu.edu 

West Baton Rouge Harry Laws hlaws@agcenter.lsu.edu 

West Carroll Myrl Sistrunk msistrunk@agcenter.lsu.edu 

West Feliciana James Devillier jdevillier@agcenter.lsu.edu 
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RESEARCH PERSONNEL 
Scientist Location Responsibilities E-mail Address 

Dr. James Board Dept. of Agronomy 
& Env. Mgmt., 
Baton Rouge 

Soybeans:  water-
logging and other 
cultural practices 

jboard@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Dr. Don Bouquet NE Research 
Station, St. Joe 

Nutrient Mgmt., BMP, 
and variety testing 

dboquet@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 
Dr. Ernie Clawson 

 
NE Research 
Station, St. Joe 

 
Soybeans: variety 
testing and early 
planting 

 
eclawson@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Dr. Fangneng Huang Dept. of 
Entomology, Baton 
Rouge 

Corn & grain 
sorghum:  insect pest 
management 

fhuang@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Dr. James Griffin Dept. of Agronomy 
& Env. Mgmt., 
Baton Rouge 

Soybeans and corn: 
weed management 

jgriffin@agcenter.lsu.edu 
 

Dr. Manjit Kang Dept. of Agronomy 
& Env. Mgmt., 
Baton Rouge 

Corn:  quantitative 
genetics and breeding 

mkang@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Dr. Roger Leonard Macon Ridge 
Research Station, 
Winnsboro 

Grain crops:  
sustainable IPM 
programs 

rleonard@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Dr. H.J. “Rick” 
Mascagni 

Macon Ridge/NE 
Research Stations, 
Winnsboro & St. 
Joe 

Corn & grain 
sorghum: production 
and variety testing 

hmascagni@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Dr. Donnie Miller NE Research 
Station, St. Joe 

Soybeans: weed 
control 

dmiller@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Dr. Steve Moore Dean Lee Research 
& Extension 
Center, Alexandria 

Corn: breeding and 
aflatoxin 
Soybeans: weathering 
Coordinator for variety 
testing 

smoore@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Dr. Boyd Padgett NE Research 
Station, St. Joe 

Small grain diseases bpadgett@agcenter.lsu.edu 
 

Dr. Ray Schneider Dept. of Plant 
Pathology & Crop 
Physiology, Baton 
Rouge 

Soybean: pathology rschneider@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Mr. Roy Vidrine Dean Lee Research 
& Extension 
Center, Alexandria 

Agronomic crops: 
weed control 

rvidrine@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Dr. Bill Williams NE Research 
Station, St. Joe 

Corn and grain 
sorghum: weed 
management 

bwilliams@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Dr. Jim Wang Dept. of Agronomy 
& Env. Mgmt., 
Baton Rouge 

Soil testing, plant 
analysis, soil 
chemistry 

jjwang@agcenter.lsu.edu 
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Visit our Web site:   www.lsuagcenter.com 
 

Louisiana State University Agricultural Center 
William B. Richardson, Chancellor 

Louisiana Agricultural Experiment Station 
David J. Boethel, Vice Chancellor and Director 
Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service 
Paul D. Coreil, Vice Chancellor and Director 

 
Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work, Acts of Congress of May 8 and June 
30, 1914, in cooperation with the United States Department of Agriculture. The Louisiana 
Cooperative Extension Service provides equal opportunities in programs and employment. 


