
Brucellosis Vaccination Program 
 

     I am in the process of planning another area wide brucellosis  vaccination program 

like I had the last 3 years.  It will be on September 15, 2014.  You will be able to bring 

heifers (4-12 months old) to be vaccinated for Bangs at the Ag Building in Raceland.  A 

veterinarian will administer the vaccine.  If you have heifers to vaccinate, please call me 

by September 1, 2014 and let me know how many you’ll bring.  Once I have everyone 

that will participate, I will send out a time schedule for you to show up so you won’t 

have to wait long.  The cost will be $7.00 per head.  I would like to encourage every-

one keeping replacement females to have them Bangs vaccinated.  Hopefully, this pro-

gram will be convenient and cheaper for you to accomplish this.  Remember, call me as 

soon as possible if you want to participate to get your name on the list.  My number is 

985/446-1316.  If I’m not in, leave a message with the secretary.  
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4-H Ryegrass Grazing Project 
 

     Each year 4-Hers from throughout Louisiana participate in the Youth 

Ryegrass Grazing Project.  Contestants plant 2½ acres of ryegrass and graze 4 

beef animals for at least 135 days. A pen can be steers, bulls or heifers.  Animals 

are weighed before being put on ryegrass and reweighed when the ryegrass 

starts to decline.  These weight gains, along with other project costs such as 

wormers, hay, etc. are sent to the state beef specialist.  Each parish has a win-

ner.  This year, Lafourche Parish’s winner is Jacob Trosclair, son of Kevin and Jill 

Trosclair from Thibodaux and Terrebonne’s winner is Laura Charpentier, daugh-

ter of Derek and Teri Charpentier from Houma.  Congratulations to these par-

ticipants.  If any of you have children or grandchildren that you would like to 

have participate in this program, give me a call and I’ll explain more. 

Youth Livestock Program 
 

     The youth livestock program has been a prominent part of 4-H and FFA for many years.  
Raising a livestock animal as a youth project teaches responsibility, financial management, 
knowledge of livestock, competition and more.  The project also offers more than just exhibi-
tion of animals.  Participants are able to participate in livestock judging contests, join youth 
breed associations, attend educational programs as well as becoming more involved in the 4-
H and FFA programs.  Livestock projects include beef, sheep, goats, dairy, swine, horses, 
rabbits and chickens.  I’d like to encourage boys and girls who are members of 4-H clubs or 
FFA chapters to get involved in the livestock project.  Possession dates for steers is August 
14; exhibition poultry – November 1; sheep, goats, beef breeding and dairy – November 6; 
swine – December 4 and horses – April 1.  Rabbits should be in possession 1 month before a 
show, if possible.  There is still time for a 4-H or FFA member to purchase a livestock animal.  
Call the 4-H office or talk to an Ag teacher if you have someone interested in participating in 
this very worthwhile program. 
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Table 1. Cool-season Pasture and Forage Crop Varieties  

           Suggested for Consideration in 2014-2015. 

 

Crop 

 

Varieties 

 

Grasses 

          Tall Fescue Jesup Max Q, Kentucky-31 

          Oats RAM Plotspike LA 9339, RAM LA 99016 

          Cereal Rye Maton, Maton II, Oklon, Wintergrazer 70 

          Annual Ryegrass Diamond T, Earlyploid, Flying A, Fria, Grits,  

Jackson, Jumbo,Marshall, Maximus, Nelson Tetra-

ploid, Passerel Plus, Prine, TAMTBO, Winterhawk. 

The variety Herdsman is considered promising.   

 

The variety Gulf has not performed satisfactorily 

during the past 3 years to be suggested for utili-

zation based on yield performance in 2014-2015. 

          Wheat No commercial varieties have been tested in re-

cent years. 

 

Legumes 

          Alfalfa AmeriGraze 702 

          Arrowleaf Clover Amclo, Meechi, Yuchi, Apache 

          Berseem Clover Bigbee 

          Crimson Clover Chief, Dixie, Tibbee, AU Robin 

          Red Clover Kenland, Kenstar, Cherokee, Southern Belle, AU 

Red Ace 

          Subterranean Clover Mount Barker, Nangeela, Tallarook, Woogenellup 

          White Clover LA S-1, Osceola, Regalgraze, Pinnacle, Durana 

          Ball Clover Grazer’s Select, Don 
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 Table 5. Seeding Rates for Cool-season Pasture and Forage Crops 

 
Crop 

 

Seeding Rate (lb/A) 

 

Planted Alone 
Planted in  

Mixture   

 

Grasses 

 

     Tall Fescue 
 

30 
 

20 

     Oats 100 60 

     Cereal Rye 90 50 

     Annual Ryegrass 30 20 

     Wheat 90 60 

 

Legumes 

 

     Alfalfa 
 

20-30 
 

--- 

     Arrowleaf Clover 8 5 

     Berseem Clover 20 15 

     Crimson Clover 15 12 

     Red Clover 12 8 

     Subterranean Clover 15 12 

     White Clover 5 3 

     Ball Clover 5 3 

 

Calf to Carcass Program 
 

 Plans are underway to have another calf to carcass feedout program.  Par-

ticipants will have to precondition their calves on their farm.  This is because we 

are no longer using Nicholls State University.  We’ll start the program at the begin-

ning of October and you’ll feed the cattle for 45 days.  At the end of 45 days, 

we’ll select a central location for delivery and we’ll load up our cattle and send 

them to Oklahoma.  Calves need to weigh as close to 600 lbs. or above as possi-

ble.  If you are interested let me know as soon as possible.  I will take about 75 

head, and it will be on a first come first served basis.  If I have enough for 2 trailer 

loads that will be a possibility also. 
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Table 6. Planting Dates for Cool-season Pasture and Forage Crops 

Crop Planting Dates for 

Prepared Seedbeds Sod Planting   
 

Grasses 
 

          Tall Fescue 
 

Sept. 20-Oct. 15 
 

--- 

          

          Oats 
Sept. 1-Oct. 15 (N LA) Approx. Oct. 15 

Sept. 15-Oct. 15 (S LA) Approx. Oct. 15   

         Cereal Rye Sept. 20-Oct. 15 Approx. Oct. 15 

         Annual Ryegrass Sept. 20-Oct. 15 Approx. Oct. 15 

         Wheat Sept. 20-Oct. 15 Approx. Oct. 15 

 

Legumes 
 

         Alfalfa 
 

Oct. 5-Oct. 20 
--- 

         Arrowleaf Clover Oct. 1-Nov. 15 Oct. 15-Nov. 15 

         Berseem Clover Oct. 1-Nov. 15 Oct. 15-Nov. 15 

         Crimson Clover Oct. 1-Nov. 15 Oct. 15-Nov. 15 

         Red Clover Oct. 1-Nov. 15 Oct. 15-Nov. 15 

         Subterranean Clover Oct. 1-Nov. 15 Oct. 15-Nov. 15 

         White Clover Oct. 1-Nov. 15 Oct. 15-Nov. 15 

         Ball Clover Oct. 1-Nov. 15 Oct.15-Nov. 15 

 

HEAT STRESS IN LIVESTOCK 
 

Great economic losses occur each year due to heat stressed cattle.  These losses occur directly as losses in 
weight gain or indirectly as a result of decreased reproductive performance.  It is important to properly 
understand heat stress so that you can effectively manage heat stressed cattle. 
 

What is heat stress?  There are two sources of heat which comprise the total heat load on an animal.  The 
first is the internal heat produced by the animal itself due to rumen fermentation and nutrient metabo-
lism.  Secondly, the external environmental temperatures contribute to the total heat load.  This is 
through two sources:  solar radiation and high ambient temperature.  Maintaining body temperatures 
within a fairly narrow range is essential to biochemical reactions and physiological processes of normal 
metabolism.  It is therefore, vitally important for animals to dissipate excess body heat during periods of 
stress. 
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2014 Cow-Calf Returns Surg…Start Planning Now 
 

     Since the early 1970's the Livestock Marketing Information Center (LMIC) has  

estimated cow-calf returns over cash costs plus pasture rent based on typical  
production and marketing practices in the Southern Plains but does not include other  
economic costs like family labor and management. The estimates incorporate data  
and information provided by several USDA agencies. LMIC's estimates are developed  
for market analysis purposes, actual cow-calf returns will vary considerably, even  
between neighbors.  
 

     A near perfect set of demand and supply circumstances have come together creating record high cattle pric-
es. Year-to-date, the number of weekly Federally Inspected cattle slaughtered is 93.9% of 2013's, and as calculat-
ed by USDA-ERS the Choice retail beef price was up 12.6% in June compared to a year ago.  
 

      Cow-calf operators are the major beneficiaries of these demand and supply circumstances. For 2014, LMIC 
estimates cow-calf returns around $445.00 per cow, nearly $325 per cow above the prior year. This is a new rec-
ord high, vastly surpassing the previous high in 2004 of about $150.00.  
 

     For cow-calf producers, cash flow planning sooner rather than later is critical.First, project 2014 income using 
realistic sale prices - calves this fall could easily be 25% over 2013's and cull cows up fully 10%. Then use cash 
flow planning on head to be sold, along with a tax advisor, to look at income tax implications and alternatives. 
Many options exist, and are all very situational dependent. Some examples of these options are: invest in or ex-
pand the ranch, pay off debt, invest in an Individual Retirement Account (IRA), restock cattle herds, build or sup-
plement a savings account for the younger generation's college fund, implement pasture or water improvement 
programs, transition to an improved or new marketing option such as preconditioning calves, or delay cull cow 
sales until 2015. 

Basically, there are four methods which cows can dissipate body heat.  The first is conduction.  This meth-
od is based on the principle that heat will flow from warm objects to cooler objects.  A good example of 
this method is when a cow cools herself by wading into a pond or lying on a concrete floor.  The second 
method is convection.  Heat is transferred to the air once it comes in contact with the skin.  This method of 
cooling is affected by body surface area, body surface temperature, air temperature and especially air 
movement.  A third method of cooling for the cow is by radiation. This method is influenced by many of 
the same factors as conduction and convection but also by the ability of the animal’s skin to absorb and 
emit heat.  Non-evaporative cooling is the primary method of heat loss when ambient temperatures are 
below 70 degrees.  As the temperatures rise and non-evaporative methods of cooling become less effec-
tive, cattle start to use the fourth method to dissipate heat; evaporative.  Cooling occurs as cows evaporate 
water (sweat) from the skin and respiratory tract.  The major obstacle which affects evaporative cooling is 
humidity. 
 

The most basic management practice to help cattle in heat stress environments is to provide protection 
from direct sunlight.  When cattle have access to shade, be it natural or artificial, the reduction in the heat 
load can be as much as 30 percent.  Other practices that can help reduce the heat stress on cattle are to 
reduce physical activity (ex. Good fly control, minimum handling of animals), access to an ample supply of 
cold water during periods of thermal stress and avoid crowding of cattle to allow more efficient dissipation 
of body heat.  Cows will often decrease feed intake by as much as 25 percent in heat stress situations 
therefore they need more energy from the feed they do consume.  During periods of heat stress any ra-
tions that are fed should contain a higher percentage of protein and energy and a reduced amount of fi-
ber.  Both of these strategies can be met by increasing the amount of concentrates in the diet. 
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