
East Baton Rouge Advisory Leadership Council 
Minutes of August 25, 2010 Meeting 

6:00 pm 
 

Members of the EBR 4-H Advisory Leadership Council (ALC) in attendance were: Omer Wolff, 
Gaynelle Wolff, Amanda Wolff, Terrence “Jay” Marshall, Brianna Harris, EJ Milton, and Tonya 
Wells.  Also present were: Mariah Bock, Eva Davis, Gisele Haralson, Renee Castro, and Sharman 
Charles. 
 
Eva Davis began the meeting by welcoming the EBR 4-H ALC.  Everyone was asked to introduce 
themselves and state their affiliation to the EBR 4-H program.  Eva reviewed the roles and 
responsibilities of the ALC, and asked members to serve as our support system.  ALC members 
were then given the opportunity to sign up for additional years of service on the EBR 4-H ALC.  
Sharman gave a quick overview of the current LSU AgCenter budget situation.  She asked ALC 
members to be advocates of the AgCenter.  Gisele read the minutes of the last ALC meeting.  
She defined the responsibilities of each 4-H Agent, noting that some agents have 
responsibilities in addition to 4-H.  Mariah gave an overview of the past years activities, 
including: service learning projects, camps attended, and member numbers.  She described the 
4-H national mandates (citizenship, healthy lifestyles, and SET), and reviewed last year’s parish 
priority list.  She also mentioned that Beverly Bailey had retired. 
 
The meeting was then turned over to 4-H Regional Coordinator, Renee Castro, who acted as the 
meeting facilitator.  Renee stated that this was the board’s opportunity to voice their opinions, 
and that she was pleased to see youth present.  Renee asked the board, “what are the current 
needs and issues of the parish?”  The following suggestions were made by council members: 
 

 Youth need help goal setting, choosing a career, taking on leadership roles 

 Youth need to be motivated to attend school 

 Violence awareness/safety 
o Youth need to know to get out of a violent situation 
o Perhaps the sheriff’s department or LSU police could talk at a Jr. Leader meeting 

to describe what types of behavior they expect to see if you are not part of the 
violent situation 

 Cyber safety- what is too much information on facebook and other social networking 
sites? 

 Youth need help identifying a personal skill set and what they are good at doing 
 
Renee suggested that there be two general focuses for the upcoming year that all these topics 
could fall under: goal setting and personal safety. 
 
Renee then asked, “what type of service learning projects does your community need?”  The 
following suggestions were made by council members: 
 



 Stick with the state service learning project of 4H goes 4G – Globally Growing and Going 
Green 

 Youth need to be educated on what “going green” actually means 

 Focus on recycling 
o Clothes drive 
o Participate in the Cinderella Project and Pat’s Coats for Kids 
o Toiletry drives for shelters and St. Vincent Depaul 
o Plant sharing 
o Contest where youth  build or make something out of recycled materials 

 Volunteer at a food bank 

 Hold healthy food drive (salt free or sugar free items) 

 Be sure all topics are researched and youth understand why each is important 

 Hold a kitchen item drive (pots, pans, dishes, ect.) 
 
ALC members were asked to sign their names by any topic they would like to assist with 
implementing. The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 pm. 


