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Agriculture: Backbone of Louisiana’s Economy

This publication tabulates the value of Louisiana agriculture in 2010. Agents and 
specialists of the Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service, as well as other agencies 
– both private and public – compiled the data. Their analysis focuses on the animal, 
forestry, fisheries, plant and wildlife commodities that comprise our vital agricultural 
industry. Agricultural and natural resource industries contribute significantly to 
our state’s economy with the potential for increased economic benefits and job 
creation through value-added processing in urban and rural communities throughout 
Louisiana.

The 2010 production year was much improved over the previous two years for 
most in the state’s food and fiber sector. After struggling with hurricanes in 2008 and 
excessive rains in 2009, the 2010 production year and, more specifically, the 2010 
harvest season were vastly improved. The production and harvest year were not, 
however, uneventful. After a fairly good planting season, weather conditions turned 
dry and remained dry across the state for much of the growing season. Dry conditions 
and hot temperatures affected yields of crops harvested early and had an effect on 
forage availability and hay production in the livestock sector. Late-season rains 
provided some relief for later-harvested crops, and the nearly ideal conditions that 
were experienced helped many producers harvest quickly and efficiently.

Improved growing and harvest conditions resulted in increased year-to-year 
production levels for many row crops. Virtually ideal harvest conditions helped bring 
yields for commodities such as cotton, sweet potatoes and soybeans back to and 
above trend-line levels. In addition, improving domestic and international economies 
created significant optimism for demand prospects over the last half of 2010 and 
resulted in sharply higher commodity prices for most row crop and livestock 
commodities. The increases of commodity prices to record or near-record levels 
certainly helped to improve the profitability outlook for producers heading into the 
end of the year and helped to offset rising fuel and fertilizer prices experienced at the 
end of 2010.

While relatively dry conditions during the winter of 2010-2011 have created 
some issues for livestock producers with winter forage production and have increased 
the need for ample rains during the spring of 2011 to replenish soil moisture, the 
general condition of the food and fiber sector is much improved when compared to 
the previous year. Stronger commodity prices have generally created a very optimistic 
outlook for the sector, despite rising input costs.

Although Louisiana’s agriculture and natural resource industries certainly 
encountered many challenges in 2010, the state’s producers were able to generate 
farm-gate sales totaling $5.5 billion during the year. When those commodities were 
cleaned, processed and packaged, the value added brought in another $4.4 billion, for 
a total contribution to our state’s economy of $9.9 billion. While farm-gate values and 
levels for value added for specific commodities may vary from year to year because 
of changes in output caused by weather problems, lower or higher commodity prices 
or significant changes in acreages, the food and fiber sector continues to be vital to 
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the state’s economy. Cutting-edge research programs and extension education and 
outreach efforts remain critical to sustaining these significant economic benefits.

Many Louisiana communities depend on agriculture, forestry, fisheries and 
wildlife for local jobs and their economic well-being. The heart of agronomic 
agriculture is found in northeastern, southwestern and south central Louisiana. 
Forestry production occurs mostly in the state’s hill parishes, and fisheries production 
takes place mostly along the coast, although the aquacultural production of catfish is 
located mainly in the northeast Louisiana delta area. 

For those who work in it day in and day out, agriculture, forestry and fisheries 
are far more than a business, a major job contributor and an economic engine. It truly 
is a way of life. Families have lived on many of these farms, forest lands or fishing 
villages for generations following a preferred way of life even though it means hard 
work, many hours, high risks and sometimes low incomes. 

Each new production season has risks associated with commodity prices, trade 
agreements and higher input costs as well as uncertainty related to the weather. 
These conditions make the discovery and adoption of new agricultural technology 
developed by the LSU AgCenter more important than ever to our state’s producers.

Agriculture is a highly sophisticated segment of the national and world economy; 
becoming increasingly more so every year. That is the reason we at the LSU 
AgCenter continue to support agriculture and consumers with factual information 
provided by a well-trained faculty of extension agents, specialists and research 
scientists. 

Those of us in the LSU AgCenter (with its major branches of the Louisiana 
Cooperative Extension Service and the Louisiana Agricultural Experiment Station) 
are proud to be part of Louisiana’s agricultural industry, and we are committed to 
serving that industry and the citizens across the state of Louisiana in the years ahead.
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The statistical information in this summary is compiled from estimates made 
by extension agents of the LSU AgCenter after consulting with agricultural agency 
representatives, agricultural and agribusiness leaders and others and after study of 
various reports and resource materials. State specialists with the LSU AgCenter 
check parish-level data for specific commodities to ensure accuracy and consistency 
of production information. Additional review of data is conducted by LSU AgCen-
ter agricultural economist and project director Dr. John Westra in consultation with 
external sources, including state and federal statistical agencies. Any inquiries about 
the data in this publication should be directed to Dr. John Westra in the LSU AgCen-
ter’s Department of Agricultural Economics who oversees the process of gathering all 
information for the Louisiana Summary.

Although this material is reasonably accurate and can be used for planning and 
other general informational purposes, this is not the official document of agricultural 
data for the state. Official statistical data are gathered, summarized and published by 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s National Agricultural Statistics Service, Louisi-
ana Field Office, P.O. Box 65038, Baton Rouge, LA 70896. Reproduction or publica-
tion of information in this summary should acknowledge the unofficial nature of the 
statistics.

A gross value has been computed for each commodity, which in some cases 
includes a value from natural resources and consequently may not represent income 
to farmers. Gross farm values were calculated using calendar-year, market-weighted, 
state-level average prices, when available. The gross value is an indicator of the com-
modity’s contribution to economic activity in the state but is not an indicator of farm 
profits. Production costs greatly affect profit (or loss) for many commodities. Even 
when gross income increases over previous years, corresponding increases in produc-
tion costs may decrease farm profits.

In the state summaries, the value added in cleaning, processing, packaging, 
marketing and transporting commodities is an estimate of the total contribution of 
agriculture and natural resources to the state’s economy.

The state summary is not an exact summation of all parish reports because adjust-
ments may occur due to changes in average prices received or to accommodate infor-
mation from other sources.

In each parish table only commodities that were of commercial economic value 
in that parish this year were listed. In some instances, the number of producers or the 
number of acres in a parish were not available. An asterisk is used to avoid releas-
ing confidential information when too few producers are present for that commodity. 
Within some commodity groups, such as grains, fruits and commercial vegetables, 
the total number of producers has been omitted because some producers grow several 
different crops within the group. Adding together the producers of individual crops 
would not give a true total for the group.

 

Louisiana Summary
Agriculture and Natural Resources

2010
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Animal Enterprises
Gross farm income for all animal enterprises was $1.684 billion 
for 2010, up 24 percent from $1.356 billion in 2009. Value 
added was $948 million in 2010. Total value of all animal 
enterprises in the Louisiana economy was $2.632 billion, up 35 
percent from $1.950 billion in 2009.

Beef Cattle
During 2010, the Louisiana beef cattle industry reduced its cow num-

bers, which was in line with national herd trends. This was driven, in part, 
by increasing feed costs – a major component of beef cattle production and 
finishing operations. Louisiana cow numbers in 2010 totaled 558,459 with 
a reported 11,149 producers; those were down from 602,450 and 11,534 
producers reported in 2009. 

The gross farm value of steer sales in 2010 was $127.2 million; an 
increase of nearly $14 million over the $113.4 million reported in 2009. 
The gross farm value of heifer sales increased by more than $13 million as 
it rose from $90.3 million in 2009 to $103.7 million in 2010.

The number of cow-calf pairs sold in 2010 increased to 60,849 pairs. 
These pairs sold for $60.8 million. Yearling cattle sold for $44.4 million 
in 2010. Gross farm values of 61,892 cull cows and 8,920 cull bulls were 
$25.6 million and $8.7 million, respectively. 

Gross farm income from beef cattle increased from $329.2 million in 
2009 to $370.5 million in 2010. When value added of $40.8 million is con-
sidered, the total value of beef cattle production in Louisiana was $411.3 
million in 2010.

Dairy
Milk production was reported by 14 parishes in 2010. Three parishes 

in the southeastern part of the state and one parish in the northwestern part 
accounted for about 91 percent of the milk production, about 89 percent of 
the herds and 91 percent of the dairy cows. 

The number of dairy farms in Louisiana declined from 166 in 2009 to 
145 in 2010. The number of milking cows decreased from 20,105 head in 
2009 to 16,050 in 2010. Total milk production decreased from 273.1 mil-
lion pounds in 2009 to 218.6 million pounds in 2010. The on-farm value 
of milk increased slightly, however, from $39.3 million in 2009 to $39.7 
million in 2010. Despite lower milk production, gross farm value of milk 
in 2010 increased from the 2009 level primarily due to a higher average 
price per hundredweight of milk ($14.39 in 2009 as compared to $18.15 in 
2010).

The value of cull cows, bred heifers, mature cows, breeding age bulls 
and calves was $7.5 million. The total value of milk and animal sales to 
Louisiana dairy producers was $48.3 million. Value added contributed 
$77.9 million, so the total economic contribution from dairying in Loui-
siana, including milk sales, animal sales and additional processing, was 
$126.2 million. 
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Horses
The horse industry is an important component of the agricultural 

economy of Louisiana. In 2010, 129,288 horses were owned by an estimat-
ed 45,242 people, a 12 percent decrease from 2009. The horse industry has 
three sectors constituted of 30 percent racing, 15 percent show or competi-
tion and 55 percent recreational horse owners.

The state’s race horse industry was made up of 1,765 breeders who 
owned 12,425 mares that produced 10,059 foals that were sold in 2010 for 
$80.5 million. A total of 120 breeders own 1,531 stallions that were bred 
to 10,099 mares, generating income from stud fees of $25.2 million. The 
total gross farm income generated from race horse production was $105.7 
million.

An additional 2,260 race horse owners had 11,788 race horses in train-
ing or on the track with a gross farm value of $141.5 million. The gross 
farm value of the entire race sector (owner and breeder activities) of the 
horse industry in 2010 was $247.2 million. This was slightly (2 percent) 
lower than 2009 and could be associated with a slight decrease in the race 
industries incentive fund program, which has promoted more breeding of 
horses and horses being trained by owners within Louisiana.

The show and competition horse industry (horse shows, barrel racing, 
cutting, roping, team penning and others) is composed of 2,579 breeders 
who own 7,959 mares that produced 5,246 foals that were sold for $21 
million. These breeders own 949 stallions that were bred to 4,549 mares, 
generating $6.8 million in income from stud fees. The total income gen-
erated from show and competition horse production was $27.8 million. 
Another 4,027 owners compete on their 13,307 horses, which had a gross 
farm value of $66.5 million. The total gross farm value of the show and 
competition sector of the horse industry was $94.3 million. This total was 
down 7 percent from 2009 and could be the result of higher fuel and feed 
costs experienced during 2010.

A large portion of the horse industry was recreational. Horses have 
been used for comfort, exercise and enjoyment for quite some time. Ap-
proximately 30 percent (9,876) of the recreational horse owners bred 
19,921 mares and sold 13,474 foals in 2010 for $20.2 million. These horse 
owners had 2,248 stallions that were bred to 7,711 mares and generated 
income from stud fees of $3.9 million. The total income from production in 
the recreational horse industry was $24.1 million in 2010. Another 24,618 
recreational horse owners have 53,055 horses valued at $79.6 million. The 
total economic effect of the recreational horse industry is $103.6 million.

There are a total of 129,288 horses in Louisiana, which were owned 
by 45,245 people, and had a gross farm value of $445.2 million in 2010. 
Total value, including value added, for the horse industry in Louisiana was 
$494.1 million in 2010.

The average horse owner spends about $4,000 annually on feed, tack, 
equipment, veterinary supplies and medicines. This results in an estimated 
expenditure of $721.7 million on horses and a total economic impact of 
$1.81 billion.

In addition to the value of horses produced and maintained in Louisi-
ana, the activities of the horse industry generate a tremendous cash flow 
for the state. The four racetracks employee 3,000 people and generate 
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expenditures of $1 billion each year. The show and competition industry 
conducts an estimated 500 activities per year and generates $20 million 
in expenditures. With the value of horses, expenditures on horses and the 
activities in which they engage, the economic effect of the horse industry is 
estimated at $2.4 billion per year. This value coincides with a recent study 
by the American Horse Council that estimated the Louisiana horse industry 
generated $2.45 billion per year for the state’s economy.

Poultry
Broilers and Eggs 

Poultry production continues to be the largest animal agricultural 
industry in Louisiana and is second only to forestry in total income pro-
duction for all agricultural commodities. In 2010, 350 Louisiana growers 
produced 889.3 million pounds of broiler meat with a gross farm value of 
$735.8 million. Commercial broilers are produced in 11 parishes: Bien-
ville, Claiborne, Jackson, Lincoln, Natchitoches, Ouachita, Sabine, Union, 
Vernon, Webster and Winn. 

There were 201 breeder flock producers in 2010 that produced 19.8 
million dozen eggs with a gross farm value of $39.6 million. There also 
were 32 pullet producers that produced 1.3 million pullets with a gross 
farm value of $12.7 million. 

There were 580 edible egg producers (small producers and commercial 
operations) in Louisiana in 2010. Table egg production was 21.3 million 
dozen eggs. The farm value for commercial egg production was $20.9 mil-
lion in 2010. 

The gross farm value for all poultry production in Louisiana was 
$811.7 million during 2010. The value added from poultry production to 
the Louisiana economy was estimated to be $779.2 million, making the 
total value of poultry production in Louisiana $1.6 billion in 2010.

Ratite and Other Exotic Fowl
The sale of ratites and exotic fowl did not generate any funds in Louisi-

ana during 2010. 

Quail
There were 7,850 birds produced in 2010 by 26 producers. Quail gen-

erated a gross farm value of $27,475 in 2010.

Rabbits
The production of rabbits for meat and exhibition involved 429 Louisi-

ana producers in 2010. The fryer industry produced 85,107 pounds of meat. 
Louisiana rabbit producers generated $127,661 in gross farm income. Sales 
from does generated an additional $9,830 in gross revenues for producers. 
With value added of $13,062, the total value of rabbit production in Louisi-
ana during 2010 was $150,552.

Sheep and Goats
Sheep, lambs and wool were produced by 330 producers in 30 parishes 

in Louisiana during 2010, a slight decrease from the previous year. The 
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total number of lambs marketed (slaughter, feeder and club/show lambs) 
was estimated to be 4,463 for with a value of $730,000 in 2010, up consid-
erably from last year. Stocker sheep sold numbered 595 head, up from last 
year. Cull sheep sold were estimated at 1,190 head, essentially unchanged 
from the previous year. Wool production was estimated at 16,465 pounds, 
down from last year. Total farm-gate value of sheep sales was $2.7 million 
in 2010, and total value was $3 million when value-added contributions 
were included. This was up somewhat from last year.

Goats were produced by 876 farmers in 60 parishes in Louisiana in 
2010, a sharp decline from 2009. Total number of slaughter goats marketed 
was estimated to be 9,150 head, up from the previous year. Stocker goats 
sold numbered 3,330 head in 2010, a slight decrease from 2009. There 
were 2,636 cull goats marketed this year, slightly more than 2009. Goats 
sold as club/show goats numbered 2,562 head, a slight decrease from 2009. 
Gross farm value of goats sold in Louisiana during 2010 was $3.3 million, 
up from $2.5 million in 2009. Total value of production was $3.6 million 
when value added contributions were included.

Swine
Louisiana pork producers numbered 428 in 2010 compared to 423 in 

2009. St. Martin, Calcasieu, Vermilion, Rapides and Beauregard parishes 
reported the largest numbers of swine producers. 

The number of sows reported in 2010 was 3,116, up from 2,950 in 
2009. Show pigs, totaling 2,993, sold for $750,000, up from the previous 
year. Feeder pig sales of 14,125 had a gross farm value of $280,000 in 
2010, down from the previous year. Slaughter hog sales in 2010 involved 
5,830 head with a gross farm value of $830,000. This reflected a decrease 
in the number sold but an increase in value due to an appreciation in hog 
prices from 2008-2009 levels. There were 1,468 cull animals (sows and 
boars) sold in 2010, which were valued at $200,000. 

The gross farm value of all classes of swine in 2010 was $2.1 million. 
The estimated value added from the swine sector was $500,000 in 2010, 
so, when that is added to the gross farm sales, the total value of all swine 
production in the state was $2.6 million in 2010.

Exotic Animals 
Exotic animal producers had gross farm sales of $50,600 in 2010, 

down about $100,000 during the previous year. Total value of production 
for exotic animals, including value added, was $53,130 in 2010.
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Fisheries and Wildlife Enterprises
Total farm value of all fish and wildlife enterprises was $575.1 
million in 2010, up 9 percent from $528.9 million in 2009. 
Value added was $381.1 million. Total value of all fisheries 
and wildlife enterprises to the Louisiana economy was $956.2 
million, up 8 percent from $882.8 million in 2009.

Aquaculture
Louisiana has long been recognized as supporting one of the most 

diverse aquaculture industries in the United States. Species and products 
such as crawfish, catfish, alligators, oysters, tilapia, baitfish, hybrid striped 
bass, soft shell crawfish and crabs, ornamental fish, baby turtles, a variety 
of freshwater game fish and other minor species all have been commercial-
ized successfully.

Louisiana's producers continue to lead the nation in crawfish, oyster, 
pet turtle and alligator sales, and with some exceptions, the state’s aquacul-
ture crops exhibited generally upward trends during 2010. Gross farm sales 
were estimated to be $252.3 million, up significantly (31 percent) from 
2009. Value added to aquaculture products was estimated to be $164 mil-
lion, resulting in a total value of $416.3 million from the aquaculture sector 
to the state’s economy for 2010.

Estimates from the field indicate that farm-raised crawfish production 
occupied 184,315 acres during the 2009-2010 season, up approximately 
10,000 acres from the previous year. According to estimates from the vari-
ous crawfish-producing parishes, almost 111 million pounds of farm-raised 
crawfish were sold for $168.6 million during the 2009-2010 season, mak-
ing farm-raised crawfish the state’s most valuable aquaculture commodity.

Declines in catfish acreage and production continued and accelerated 
during 2010, not only in Louisiana but throughout the major producing 
states. Those declines came primarily as a function of increasing costs for 
feed and energy and continued importation of cheap catfish substitutes 
from overseas. According to field estimates, Louisiana catfish acreage de-
creased to 1,334 acres of ponds, but 20 producers still sold almost 5 million 
pounds of catfish valued at $3.9 million in 2010.

Following several years of impressive growth in farmed alligator 
production, industry expansion has reversed in response to the decreased 
demand for alligator products as both global consolidation of hide markets 
and the global economic recession continued during 2010. Nonetheless, the 
2010 farm-gate value was estimated at $28.7 million for farm-raised alliga-
tors. 

Reported pet turtle hatchling production was up slightly during 2010, 
with sales of almost 2.7 million hatchlings. This increase was the result of 
several factors, including modest recoveries from extensive damage to fa-
cilities and loss of breeding stock caused by Hurricane Gustav in late 2008. 
Estimated hatchling sales approached $2.7 million. 

Louisiana’s bait fish and minnow industries also rebounded sharply 
during 2010 to $1.3 million in gross farm value.
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Estimated oyster sales of 1.85 million sacks from 803 producers in 
Louisiana were valued at $46.5 million, up sharply from the previous 
year and reflecting ongoing recovery from damage suffered in 2005 from 
hurricanes Katrina and Rita. The oyster production information reported 
in this summary represents a one-year lag to avoid estimation and projec-
tion errors from using data from only part of the year (meaning figures for 
oysters reported this year are from 2009). The reason for the lag is that data 
for oyster sales are compiled and provided by the Louisiana Department 
of Wildlife and Fisheries to the National Marine Fisheries Service, and the 
final compilation of the data is not available until the middle of the year 
following production.

Fisheries
The harvest of freshwater and marine fish and shellfish in Louisiana 

continues to contribute significantly to the state’s economy. Fisheries land-
ings are recorded by two government agencies. The Louisiana Department 
of Wildlife and Fisheries receives monthly reports from the initial buyers 
(processors, dealers, etc.), who are required to record every transaction. 
Species, weight and dockside sales values of the landings are reported for 
all commercially harvested species. 

The National Marine Fisheries Service also is responsible for estimat-
ing fisheries landings, using both regional Marine Fisheries Service data 
collectors and state Wildlife and Fisheries reports. The data reported here 
are from those two cooperating sources. 

The freshwater fisheries and marine fisheries data presented in the 
report this year (2010) reflect landings from the previous calendar year 
(2009). The one-year lag is necessary to ensure data accuracy. Real-time 
reports on fisheries landings are not available until four months after the 
fact, and final statistics are often six to seven months behind. Estimating 
landings for the second half of the year based on landings reports from the 
first half is inaccurate. This method of reporting fisheries landings data has 
been in place since the 2004 Louisiana Summary; data prior to that volume 
may not be directly comparable to that reported since 2004 because a dif-
ferent estimation method was used prior to that time. To compare state-lev-
el landings for years prior to 2004 on a calendar-year basis, please consult 
the US-NOAA-NMFS website.

One final caveat is that parish totals for fisheries landings will not equal 
the state total because of legal confidentiality requirements. When there are 
fewer than three sources in a parish that report landings of a fisheries com-
modity in that parish, the number of landings cannot be publicly released 
by the state Department of Wildlife and Fisheries or the National Marine 
Fisheries Service without breaking confidentiality requirements. So there 
may be parishes reported in this volume for which no landings or values 
were provided by those agencies but for which there was catch. Further-
more, fisheries landings are reported for the parish in which the fish are 
offloaded – not the parish in which the boat and its crew may be domiciled 
or the parish where the catches actually were made.

Freshwater Fisheries
Freshwater finfish is constituted primarily of bowfin, catfish, buffalo, 

shad, gar and carp and is typically less valuable on a per-pound basis than 
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marine finfish. Total freshwater finfish landings in 2009 decreased in value 
from 2008 levels to $2.9 million on 9.4 million pounds sold by 1,236 com-
mercial fishermen. 

Catfish are the mainstay of the more valuable freshwater species, and 
price per pound for catfish remained relatively stable. Sales of catfish 
caught commercially in Louisiana waters was $1.4 million on 2.9 million 
pounds in 2009.

Most wild crawfish are caught in the Atchafalaya Basin, where water 
levels fluctuate as inflows are controlled at about one-third of the combined 
flows of the Mississippi River and Red River. Although wild crawfish com-
pete in the marketplace with farm-raised crawfish, some consumers prefer 
the wild product because of its frequently larger size. The volume of the 
wild crawfish harvest is almost completely constrained by the timing and 
duration of the annual winter/spring floodwater event in the Atchafalaya 
Basin. The 2009 crawfish season was a productive one in the Atchafalaya 
Basin with prolonged floodwaters increasing production. As a result, fresh-
water crawfish landings were 16.6 million pounds, up from 15.4 million 
pounds in 2008 but far less than the 1993 record level of 50 million pounds. 
Wild crawfish sales were $13.3 million in 2009, up from $9.3 million dur-
ing the previous year. In addition, nearly 395,000 pounds of crawfish were 
caught in out-of-state waters but sold in Louisiana for $419,000 in 2009. 

Overall, landings from the freshwater fisheries sector in 2009 had a 
gross value of $16.2 million. Total value of freshwater fisheries was $30.0 
million when value added from cleaning and processing was included.

Marine Fisheries
Marine finfish landings for food are varied and complex, with about 80 

different species being landed and a total of 7.5 million pounds. This was 
a significant increase from the 2008 level of 6.5 million pounds of marine 
fisheries landings in Louisiana, which were adversely affected that year by 
two major hurricanes. In 2009, the top 5 species landed by value, exclud-
ing menhaden, were yellowfin tuna, red snapper, black drum, swordfish and 
king mackerel. Total saltwater finfish landings for food, excluding men-
haden, were valued at $13.2 million in 2009, up significantly from $11.2 
million in 2008. 

Landings of menhaden, a low-value but high-volume nonfood fin-
fish species, were 784.9 million pounds in 2009, down from 741 million 
pounds in 2008. The catch was valued at $45.7 million, down slightly from 
$48.8 million in 2008. Menhaden value decreased during 2009, selling for 
approximately 5.4 cents per pound. Menhaden oil and meal are sold on the 
world market for industrial purposes, animal feeds and omega-3 dietary 
supplements, among other uses, and the prices received for menhaden 
products are a function of the world supply of oils and meals, particularly 
those produced by the fisheries for the anchovetta of the Pacific Coast of 
South America. 

Blue crabs constitute nearly all of the Louisiana crab harvest, with 
stone crab claws making up less than 0.01 percent. Louisiana hard crab 
landings normally range from 40 to 50 million pounds. In 2009, hardshell 
blue crabs landings were 47.5 million pounds with a gross value of $33 
million. This was an increase from 43.8 million pounds in 2008 when two 
hurricanes caused damage to gear and infrastructure.
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In 2009, production of softshell crabs (35,484 pounds) and peeler 
crabs for the shedding business (171,656 pounds) was significantly up 
from 2008. In 2008, production of softshell crabs (5,900 pounds) and 
peeler crabs for the shedding business (88,240 pounds) was the lowest 
ever recorded due to many shoreside shedding facilities being damaged or 
destroyed by the 2005 and 2008 storms. 

Louisiana shrimp landings in 2009 consisted of five species: white 
shrimp, brown shrimp, seabobs, rock shrimp and pink shrimp. White 
shrimp historically have provided 50-60 percent of the harvest by weight 
and around 70 percent by value, but in 2009, white shrimp contributed 
about 70 percent (79.1 million pounds) of total weight and 78 percent 
($94.2 million) of total value. During 2009, brown shrimp landings totaled 
34.5 million pounds with a value of $26.2 million dockside. The weighted-
average price for shrimp was $1.07 in 2009, down from $1.46 in 2008 and 
$1.26 in 2007. 

Overall landings of 107.5 million pounds were up significantly from 
89.7 million pounds in 2008, due to both the hurricanes of 2008 and reduc-
tion of effort due to overall reduction of profitability in the industry. Shrimp 
landed in Louisiana had a gross value of $115 million in 2009, down from 
2008. Recovery in landings was seen after extensive damage to the shrimp 
fleet and infrastructure from the hurricanes of 2005 and 2008, however, but 
a drop in prices continued to affect both landings and prices in 2008 and 
was exacerbated by the effects of the 2008 hurricanes. In 2009, marine fish-
eries landings in Louisiana were valued at $206.8 million at dockside. Total 
value of landings in Louisiana, with value added of $196.5 million, was 
$403.3 million in 2009.

Fur
The 2009-2010 harvest of fur animal pelts had a gross farm value of 

$49,787. This amount represents fur production only and excludes any 
value associated with meat production, predominately from raccoon and 
nutria carcasses. 

Animals pelted and sold totaled 10,730, which represented a decrease 
of nearly 5,000 pelts from the previous year. Most all furbearers had simi-
lar numbers trapped during the 2009-2010 harvest as the 2008-2009 one, 
except for raccoons. Raccoons pelted and sold during the 2008-2009 trap-
ping season numbered 5,299 individuals. The number trapped and pelted 
during 2009-2010 decreased to 4,755. The average price paid for a single 
pelt taken during the 2009-2010 trapping season was $4.64. This varied 
from a low of 35 cents paid for an opossum pelt to a high of $21.42 paid 
for the pelt of a river otter.

Nutria removals in the state, associated with the coastwide nutria 
control program, accounted for 445,963 animals being taken during 2009-
2010. This was an increase from 334,038 nutria removed in this program 
during the 2008-2009 season. The incentive payment for nutria removal 
remained $5 each. Nutria removals outside of those taken under the nutria 
control program dropped from 6,200 taken the previous season to 2,829 
taken this season. The total number and value of all animals removed, 
included nutria taken under the control program, were 453,864 individuals 
with a total value of $2.3 million. Excluding the number of nutria removed 
under the coastwide nutria control program that were not pelted and sold, 
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the value-added components raised the total value of furs sold in Louisiana 
during the 2009-2010 trapping season to $61,139. 

Hunting Lease Enterprises
The value of recreational hunting in Louisiana is expressed through 

the income derived from hunting lease enterprises. The number of produc-
ers who leased land during the 2009-2010 hunting season was 6,833. This 
figure includes 5,402 individuals who participated in upland game leasing 
(predominately for deer and turkey) and 1,431 individuals who participated 
in waterfowl leases. Acreage leased for these operations was 6,271,189 for 
upland game and 1,723,697 for waterfowl. 

During 2010, Louisiana experienced one of the best duck hunting sea-
sons over the past 10 to 15 years. The numbers of ducks in all species were 
greater over years past, and this translated into more hunters filling their 
bag limits. The tremendous duck season hunters experienced in 2010 may 
translate into higher lease rates and more hunters becoming involved with 
waterfowl hunting activities in 2011. 

Average lease rates were $8 per acre for upland leases and $24 per acre 
for waterfowl leases. Leasing rates for upland game varied greatly through-
out the state, ranging from $1 to$35 per acre. Waterfowl leases averaged 
$16 per acre in the coastal areas of the state and $50 per acre in other areas. 
In all hunting lease enterprises, rates were dependent on location, habitat 
quality and species involved. A high demand for a good hunting lease will 
increase the price or value of that lease. Acreage leased for both upland 
game and waterfowl were similar to last year’s levels, but average lease 
rates increased slightly – accounting for slightly higher gross farm values 
for the 2009-2010 hunting season. Gross farm values for these leases were 
$50.3 million for upland game and $43 million for waterfowl. Value-added 
components raised the total economic contribution of hunting leases in the 
state for both upland game and waterfowl to more than $98 million.

Honey
Honey production in 2010 was 1.8 million pounds collected, which 

was up from 2009 levels. Good to moderate weather conditions allowed 
honey production during the spring, summer and fall in many areas. But 
a few areas showed average to lower rates of production due to rain or 
drought. 

Honey prices began 2010 at $1.05 and went as high as $1.45 to $1.60 
for water white honey. Prices appear to be on the rise and should stay there 
through 2011. Total production increased despite a decrease in the total 
number of colonies to 24,294. This decrease continues a gradual decline in 
colony numbers over the past three years.

Commercial and hobby beekeepers have continued to develop a large 
local and statewide clientele – with some having to buy honey to meet de-
mands. This increase in purchasing of local honey from beekeepers and in 
local stores over the commercial brands has greatly improved the sales and 
value of Louisiana honey. It has expanded from stores and bakeries to res-
taurants to coffee houses and out-of-state markets. In many local markets, 
clientele have increased demand for local or state honey, and storekeepers 
say local honeys are the most popular. 
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Primary pest problems for commercial beekeepers continue to be small 
hive beetles and varroa mites. Wax moths are an added problem for the 
hobby beekeepers. The stress produced by the mites and hive beetles are 
good examples of the type of stress exhibited in colonies with colony col-
lapse disorder. Louisiana’s beekeepers continued efforts to improve their 
management techniques and the continued support from the USDA-ARS 
Bee Breeding and Physiology laboratory in the state have assisted with 
development of the Russian genetic lines and hive beetle management 
practices. Colony collapse disorder has not been identified in the state, but 
the stress factors exerted on colonies have caused concern among some 
beekeepers.

Wild colonies continue to increase, and the list of beekeepers that col-
lect swarms and remove colonies on the LSU AgCenter website continues 
to grow. The list is by area of the state and provides names, phone numbers, 
areas they will cover and, in some cases, their websites. 

African honeybee problems have been negligible in Louisiana. The 
number of infested parishes has remained constant at eight. Cooperation 
between the beekeepers and the Louisiana Department of Agriculture and 
Forestry has kept any effects from these invaders to a minimum.

The gross farm value of honey production in Louisiana increased to 
$2.6 million in 2010. Value added from cleaning, processing, supplies, 
packaging and local and state sales in 2010 was $200,000, so the total 
value of beekeeping production for 2010 was $2.8 million. Pollination ser-
vice provided by honeybees continues to be a valuable commodity to Loui-
siana crops. Some have estimated these pollination services to be valued 
at millions of dollars annually. These services include pollination of many 
vegetables, fruits, nuts, flowers, grasses and other plants that feed wildlife, 
livestock and people, and the services come in commercial production, 
home gardens and wild settings.
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Plant Enterprises
The total value of all plant enterprises was $3.262 billion in 
2010, an increase of 10 percent from $2.973 billion in 2009. 
Value added was $3.093 billion for all plant commodities. Total 
value of all plant/crop enterprises to the Louisiana economy 
was $6.355 billion in 2010, up 20 percent from $5.442 billion in 
2009.

Cotton
For 2010, the land harvested for cotton was 247,592 acres – an increase 

over 2009 and a reverse of a trend of the past few years. The 2009 growing 
season had one of the lowest levels of harvested cotton acreage on record 
in the state, so the increase in acres was welcome by those in the cotton 
sector.

Cotton lint yield on irrigated land was 890 pounds per acre compared 
to 770 pounds per acre in 2009. On nonirrigated land, lint production was 
686 pounds per acre, down slightly from 693 pounds per acre in 2009. The 
number of producers in 2010 was 484, down from 510 producers in 2009. 
Total lint production in 2010 was 393,352 bales (480 pounds), up from 
338,252 bales harvested in 2009 but still only 63 percent of the state’s total 
cotton production in 2007 (634,552 bales). 

During 2010, there were 92,876 acres of irrigated cotton and 154,716 
acres of nonirrigated cotton. The ratio of irrigated to nonirrigated produc-
tion acres remained consistent from 2009.

Average value of cotton lint sales was $602 per acre, which translates 
to a gross farm value of $149.1 million for lint production in 2010. Sales of 
cotton seed contributed an additional $105 per acre, adding a total of $25.9 
million for cottonseed production. Lint sales were up in 2010, but seed 
sales were slightly down compared to the prior year, reflecting an increase 
in turnout at the expense of seed production.

For the first time in three years, cotton producers were able to pick 
cotton relatively free from detrimental weather events. The cotton crop 
matured more rapidly than in the past due to a trend toward more mid- and 
early maturing varieties as opposed to one dominant full-season variety. 
The rapid accumulation of heat units through June and July also was a key 
factor in the early harvest. The harvest season was rainfall free overall and 
allowed growers the opportunity to better time their harvests to allow more 
bolls to finish development.

Gross farm value for both lint and seed was $175.1 million, a signifi-
cant increase (48 percent) over the value of 2009 cotton production. Value 
added from ginning and processing was $35.0 million, so the total value of 
the cotton sector was estimated to be $210.1million in 2010.

Feed Grains
In 2010, there were 582,970 acres of feed grains harvested in Louisi-

ana, down from 706,171 acres in 2009. Acres harvested for corn were the 
greatest of all the feed grains grown in Louisiana – with 498,535 acres of 

p
l

a
n

T
 
e

n
T

e
r

p
r

i
s

e
s



16

corn harvested in 2010, down significantly from last year’s 620,331 acres. 
Grain sorghum, with 75,535 acres, was second among feed grains, while 
oats accounted for 8,573 acres harvested in 2010. 

The area planted and harvested for feed grains in the state continued to 
remain relatively high, by historic standards, primarily due to strong grain 
prices at planting time. Early season drought conditions and very high tem-
peratures during pollination appeared to have had some negative effect on 
2010 yields, but corn yields still were slightly higher than previous year’s 
mark. 

Gross farm value of all feed grains in Louisiana was $310.3 million 
in 2010, a slight decrease from 2009’s sales of $316 million. With value 
added of $46.6 million included, the total value of feed grain production in 
Louisiana was $356.9 million for 2010. 

Corn
Corn was grown on 1,308 farms in 2010, down from 1,411 farms in 

2009. The statewide average yield was 138 bushels per acre in 2010, which 
was up from the previous year’s yield of 122 bushels per acre. 

Planting conditions in the spring were moderately favorable during 
2010, but northern and central Louisiana experienced dry conditions dur-
ing spring and early summer that adversely affected dry-land operations, 
including yields. There were very few quality losses at harvest due to 
excellent harvest conditions, however. The normal weed, disease and insect 
problems were experienced in 2010. In addition, Palmer amaranth was 
classified as the first glyphosate tolerant weed in Louisiana during the year.

Gross value of corn production in 2010 was $282.7 million, down from 
$284.0 million in 2009.

Grain Sorghum
Grain sorghum production during 2010 was lower than 2009 levels. 

Sorghum was produced on 228 farms and a total of 75,862 acre during 
2010, and the average yield was 52 hundredweight per acre. 

Production was down from 2009 levels during 2010 due to fewer acres 
being planted and harvested. Extremely dry conditions at planting affected 
planting dates for many producers, especially those in northeastern Louisi-
ana. 

Gross farm value of sorghum production was $26.2 million, down from 
$31.4 million in 2009.

Oats
Oat production increased to 8,573 acres in Louisiana during 2010, up 

substantially from 3,651 acres harvested during 2009. Oat yields for 2009 
averaged 71 bushels per acre, down from 76 bushels per acre during 2009. 

Gross farm value of oat production was $1.4 million for 2010, more 
than double the $600,000 in 2009.
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Forestry
The projected Louisiana gross farm value of forest products increased 

during the 2010 calendar year. This was the first gain following three 
consecutive years of significant reductions in the forest products sector of 
Louisiana’s economy. 

The 2010 total saw-log harvest increased by 62 million board feet (8 
percent) to a cut of 811.9 million board feet. The pine saw-timber har-
vest increased by 9 percent from 2009 levels and posted a total statewide 
harvest of 691.7 million board feet during 2010. The hardwood saw-timber 
harvest increased to 120.2 million board feet during 2010, only a 0.2 per-
cent gain. Pine chip-and-saw harvested during 2010 totaled 719,000 cords, 
an increase of 5 percent from 2009 levels. 

The 2010 Louisiana pulpwood harvest was 5.7 million cords, up 
274,000 cords (5 percent) from the 2009 harvest. Pine pulpwood harvest 
increased 6 percent, from 4.3 million cords during 2009 to 4.6 million 
cords in 2010. Hardwood pulpwood harvest decreased by 163,000 (14 per-
cent), from 1.2 million cords in 2009 to 1.06 cords in 2010. 

Stumpage prices for the period increased from 2009 levels. Pine saw-
timber stumpage prices were 4 percent higher during 2010, averaging about 
$246 per mbf statewide for the year. Oak saw-timber stumpage prices were 
7 percent higher on average around the state during 2010 – at approxi-
mately $258 per mbf for the year. Statewide average pine pulpwood prices 
increased by 23 percent during 2010. The average statewide pine pulpwood 
price during 2010 was $29.13 per cord. Hardwood pulpwood prices were 
13 percent higher on average, at $29.89 per cord. These represent excel-
lent pulpwood stumpage prices. Chip-and-saw prices increased an average 
of 4 percent this year after decreasing 8 percent during 2009 and stood at 
a statewide average of approximately $43.88 per cord during 2010. Deliv-
ered prices also were higher for all products except pine pulpwood, which 
declined by a mere 1 percent. Pine saw-timber average prices were up 9 
percent, oak saw-timber up 5 percent, pine chip-and-saw up 3 percent and 
hardwood pulpwood up 2 percent during 2010. 

During the year, Louisiana’s private forest landowners received an es-
timated $396.8 million from the sale of forest timber, up almost 16 percent 
from 2009 but still far below annual dollars received during the decades 
of the 2000s and 1990s. Timber harvesting contractors and their employ-
ees earned $426.6 million from harvesting the trees and moving wood to 
mills during 2010. This total was up 11 percent from 2009 but still almost 
11 percent down from 2008 levels. This income is re-circulated many 
times throughout the economy and positively affects communities across 
the state. In addition to the other forest products segments, Christmas tree 
growers received $702,000 from the sale of trees during 2010, which was 
down 36 percent from the previous year. 

The payroll and income derived from money generated by the forestry 
and wood products industry totaled an estimated $3.09 billion during 2010, 
an increase of 23 percent from 2009 totals. Although this total is still more 
than $620 million lower than it was in 2007, it is a significant increase over 
2009’s low numbers. The gross farm income produced by all forestry-relat-
ed products, such as timber, pine straw and Christmas trees, totaled $824.3 
million during 2010. That was up 13 percent from the $721.4 million 
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generated in 2009. The value added through further processing and delivery 
was $2.3 billion, which was 27 percent higher than 2009’s value added. 
That means a total economic contribution from Louisiana’s forest products 
industries of $3.1billion, and those industries remain the state’s largest 
agriculture and natural resource industries.

Fruit Crops
Louisiana’s commercial fruit production is diverse, ranging from ber-

ries, citrus and peaches to muscadine grapes and mayhaws, among others. 
Gross farm value of all commercial fruit crops in Louisiana during 2010 
was $26.3 million. Value added contributed $6.6 million to the total value 
of fruit production of $32.9 million for 2010.

Blackberries
Gross farm value of blackberries increased during 2010 and was 

$560,000, up slightly from $370,000 during 2009. Stronger prices during 
the past year encouraged more entry into blackberry production and re-
sulted in more producers (1,121) and blackberry acres in production (100) 
during 2010 than the previous year. Average production was up slightly, 
from 2,335 pints during 2009 to 2,423 pints of blackberries per acre for 
2010, and overall production was up to 242,398 pints during 2010.

Blueberries
Blueberries were grown by 1,419 producers on 285 acres. The primary 

blueberry growing parishes are DeSoto and Washington with 140 acres of 
the total. Most producers in other parishes grow less than one acre of ber-
ries and sell fresh fruit to local clientele. Gross farm value of blueberries 
during 2010 was $1.3 million, down slightly from 2009.

Citrus 
The Louisiana citrus industry involves 545 growers in 18 parishes who 

grow 408 acres of navels, 396 acres of satsumas and 41 acres of other types 
of citrus. Plaquemines Parish is the leading producer of citrus in Louisiana 
with 525 acres of citrus that had gross farm sales of $2.4 million in 2010. 

Although some is sold through traditional marketing channels, the 
majority of Louisiana citrus is sold by direct marketing at roadside stands 
and farmers markets. Peddlers buy citrus on the farms and re-sell it across 
the state. Growers deliver citrus to grocery store warehouses, individual 
grocery stores and fruit stands.

Satsumas were grown by 244 producers on 396 acres during 2010. 
Total satsuma production was 229,258 bushels and those sold for $5.1 
million during 2010. Navel oranges were grown by 173 producers on 408 
acres with 98,060 bushels being produced during 2010. Gross farm value 
of navel orange sales was $2.2 million. The gross farm value of all citrus 
production was $7.5 million for 2010.

Mayhaws
The gross farm value for mayhaws was $160,000 during 2010. Orchard 

mayhaw trees produced 138,318 pounds on 141 acres. Some of the orchard 
mayhaw acreage with older trees is starting to produce yields above 2,000 

p
l

a
n

T
 
e

n
T

e
r

p
r

i
s

e
s



19

pounds per acre, but damage from fire blight reduced yield on some trees 
by more than 50 percent. The registration of streptomycin for use on may-
haws should reduce the fire blight problem. Native mayhaw harvest was 
light during 2010 – with 453 acres producing 17,567 pounds. 

Miscellaneous Fruit
Many miscellaneous fruits were planted as either small commercial 

plantings or as backyard plantings. These crops include figs, grapes, pears, 
plums, apples and persimmons. These fruits were planted on approximately 
450 acres and had estimated gross farm value of $1.4 million.

Muscadines
Reports concerning muscadine production were divided into fresh fruit 

production and commercial production. 
Muscadines are grown for fresh fruit on 73 acres by 24 growers in Lou-

isiana. The fruit usually was sold at $5 to $12 per gallon with an average of 
$10 per gallon. The lower prices generally were used at U-pick operations. 

Production for juice and wine was considered commercial muscadine 
production. Muscadines grown for wine production are concentrated in 
East Feliciana Parish. Louisiana produced 107 tons of commercial musca-
dines on 35 acres in 2010. 

The total gross farm value of muscadines during 2010 was nearly 
$220,000.

Peaches
Gross farm value of peaches during 2010 was $1.2 million. Peaches 

are grown on 341 acres by 37 commercial producers. Chill hours for most 
varieties were adequate for fruit set, but a late freeze did cause minor dam-
age to some varieties.

Strawberries 
The Louisiana strawberry industry involves 83 growers who are pro-

ducing 383 acres of strawberries for a gross farm value of $15.2 million. 
Strawberries continue to be the leading fruit crop in the state. Tangipahoa 
Parish is the leading strawberry-producing parish in the state with 292 
acres and $11.5 million in sales during 2010.

The majority of the Louisiana strawberries are sold by peddlers. Grow-
ers also deliver berries to grocery store warehouses, individual grocery 
stores and fruit stands. The remaining portion of the crop is sold at farmers 
markets and roadside stands.

Louisiana strawberries are now available in November, December 
and January. This is due to the use of the variety Strawberry Festival, plug 
plants from nurseries in Quebec, Canada, row covers and wire hoops. 
These early berries bring a premium price and play a large part in the high 
returns for the crop.

Commercial Greenhouse Vegetables 
During 2010, 14 parishes had farms commercially growing greenhouse 

vegetables on 3.4 acres of greenhouse space, up slightly from 2009. All 
production was devoted to tomatoes during 2010, with all of that sold on 
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the fresh market, much of it direct-retail at local markets. Energy costs had 
become a major cost of production during the winter of 2009 and continued 
to affect production decisions in 2010, although to a lesser extent as energy 
costs declined. 

The estimated gross farm value of Louisiana greenhouse vegetables 
was nearly $1.5 million for 2010. Total value of greenhouse produce, in-
cluding value added, was $1.7 million.

Hay Sold
Hay production for commercial sales is a limited part of the total hay 

production in Louisiana, and 2010 was no exception. Nevertheless, hay 
produced from 377,061 acres of grasslands was sold by 3,546 producers 
during 2010. 

Yields averaged 3 tons per acre from the grasslands harvested for sale 
during 2010. Production included 1.3 million tons of grass hay. Compared 
to numbers reported in 2009, the acreage of grasslands used for com-
mercial hay production remained relatively unchanged, as did yields. As a 
result, the total production of the 2010 hay crop for sale was similar in size 
to that of the 2009 crop. 

Excellent weather conditions persisted throughout much of the state 
during the spring and summer months, and fall conditions also were favor-
able for hay production. Some parishes in north Louisiana, however, did 
experience drought conditions, which negatively influenced hay production 
in those areas. Many Louisiana hay producers were able to sell their hay 
into drought-stricken areas such as Texas for a very good price. 

Gross farm value of all hay sales, including some minor alfalfa produc-
tion, was $142.5 million, which was 21 percent higher than the 2009 crop 
value of $117.7 million. Total value of hay production, including value 
added, was $158.2 million for 2010.

Hay for all noncommercial purposes was grown on 450,000 acres and 
produced 2.8 tons per acre for a total production of 1.3 million tons. This 
production during 2010 was about 18 percent higher than that reported for 
2009. The number of acres devoted to hay production increased by 70,000 
acres from 2009 to 2010.

Home Vegetable Gardens
Parish reports indicate there were an estimated 294,471 home gardens 

statewide during 2010. This number is slightly lower than the previous 
year’s estimate. But the number of home gardens fluctuates greatly from 
year to year with people’s interest and the economy. 

A survey of Louisiana home gardeners in 2008 showed that the average 
age of gardeners was 62 years with a median age of 67 years. The median 
Louisiana garden size was 800 square feet and is calculated to generate 
produce valued at $512 per garden. This value was used to calculate the 
gross farm value of home gardens in Louisiana for 2010. 

Vegetable gardening is not only a hobby but also a way of extending 
the family food budget by freeing up limited funds for other food pur-
chases. The largest concentrations of home gardens were found in Caddo, 
Calcasieu, East Baton Rouge, Jefferson, Orleans and Terrebonne parishes.
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The 2010 gross farm value of home vegetable gardens in Louisiana 
was estimated to be $150.8 million. 

Nursery Crops 
Commercial nursery crop production in Louisiana had a gross farm 

value of $78.3 million for 2010. This was 5 percent lower than 2009 pro-
duction and follows a 27 percent reduction from 2008 to 2009. 

Wholesale production was $3.1 million for the growers of fruit and nut 
tree nursery stock. Foliage plants had $2.8 million in gross farm-gate value 
in Louisiana during 2010. The largest segment of the nursery industry 
continues to be woody ornamentals (trees and shrubs). Woody ornamental 
growers sold products worth $57.6 million during 2010 at the wholesale 
level. Bedding plant and floriculture crop production was up significantly 
during 2010 with a gross farm-gate value of $14.8 million. 

Including value added of $39.9 million, the total value of the Louisiana 
nursery industry at the wholesale level was $118.2 million for 2010.

Other Oilseeds
During 2010, 64 acres of sunflowers were harvested and sold for com-

mercial processing at a value of $18,272, down substantially 2009. Total 
value of other oilseed production, including value added, was $19,186 in 
2010.

Peanuts
During 2010, 360 acres of peanuts were harvested, which was up from 

243 acres from 2009. Production of 1.4 million pounds of peanuts sold 
for commercial processing at $300,000, a significant increase over 2009’s 
production and sales of $43,679. Favorable weather conditions throughout 
the growing season and at harvest contributed to the increase in production 
and gross farm value.

Pecans
The state’s pecan crop estimates during the summer ranged from 8 mil-

lion to 9 million pounds, approximately 26-33 percent below the 10-year 
average (2000-2009) of 12.1 million pounds per year. 

Scab pressure was moderate during midseason, but pressure disap-
peared as the drought intensified late in the season, resulting in an easily 
manageable problem if a good spray program was maintained. Insect pres-
sure was sporadic, with no significant losses being attributed to a specific 
insect statewide. 

Much of the state reported drought conditions during late summer. At 
the LSU AgCenter’s Pecan Research/Extension Station in northwest Loui-
siana, rainfall was below normal every month from April through October 
except the month of July in which there was 3.96 inches (average rainfall 
is 3.99 inches for July). August through October are crucial months for 
adequate moisture in pecan production for both kernel quality and shuck 
split. During that period, however, the station received only 3.11 inches 
instead of the average expected amount of 10.37 inches. Because of the 
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drought, above normal rainfall in November did not hamper harvesting ef-
forts. There were some crop losses because of stick-tights, especially in the 
Stuart variety, but overall the crop quality was good. Southern Louisiana, 
especially Pointe Coupee Parish, is still recovering from major structural 
damage to the trees by hurricanes Gustav and Ike in 2008, but production 
has been increasing annually.

Input from growers, county agents and accumulators estimate the 2010 
Louisiana pecan crop at approximately 12.8 million pounds, consisting of 
4.6 million pound of improved varieties and 8.3 million pounds of native 
pecans. During 2010, an estimated 9,539 acres of improved pecans and 
15,816 acres of native pecans were harvested by more than 9,000 growers. 
Wholesale prices in Louisiana for natives averaged $1.30 per pound, while 
improved pecans averaged $2 per pound. There was considerable variabil-
ity in prices due to quality, location, time of sale and quantity of pecans 
sold. 

The gross farm value of Louisiana pecans was estimated to be $19.9 
million for 2010. Total value of pecan production, including value added, 
was estimated to be $24.8 million for 2010.

Rice
Rice acreage in Louisiana increased substantially from 458,204 acres 

in 2009 to 537,147 acres in 2010. The increase was driven by firm prices 
for rice at planting and corresponding lower prices for cotton and corn 
from 2009 levels. Most of the increase occurred in northeast Louisiana 
where land was shifted from those commodities to rice. Poor weather at 
harvest during the fall of 2009 also contributed to the acreage shift since 
farmers found rice to be more tolerant of the unfavorable conditions than 
corn or cotton.

In spite of lower yields in most of the state, several key parishes in the 
northeastern area reported exceptional yields – resulting in higher-than-ex-
pected state yield. The state average of 6,567 pounds per acre surpassed the 
record 6,515 pounds per acre harvested in 2007. About 19 percent of the 
acreage was planted to hybrid varieties and 70 percent to Clearfield variet-
ies. Some of the higher state yields also can be attributed to the increase in 
hybrid acreage. Very high temperatures during flowering caused reduced 
yields in many of the southwestern parishes, but conditions were ideal for 
ratoon crop production. Had prices been more favorable at the time of first 
crop harvest, more growers would have produced a second crop. Disap-
pointing prices early on discouraged many from attempting a second crop, 
however. 

The Louisiana rice crop was harvested by 1,083 producers. The gross 
farm value was $411.5 million in 2010, $12.6 million higher than the year 
before. The increased acreage and higher yields accounted for this increase. 
Value added brought the total value of rice production to $535 million for 
2010.

Rebounding cotton and corn prices combined with steady to lower rice 
prices is likely to result in fewer rice acres planted in 2011 than in 2010. 
Hybrid rice acres probably will increase, while Clearfield rice acres will 
remain about the same or increase slightly.
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Sod and Turfgrass Production
During 2010, 20 Louisiana sod farms cultivated 4,085 acres of fine 

turfgrasses. About 60 percent of the turf sod acreage in Louisiana is centi-
pede grass and about one-third St. Augustine grass. The remaining acreage 
is divided among Bermuda grass and zoysia grass. Sod acreage reported 
was down by from 5,204 acres in production in 2009. The decreased acre-
age could be attributed to a reduction in the number of sod farms – from 27 
in 2009 to 20 for 2010. 

The economic downturn continued to hamper sod sales during 2010. 
New construction softened, and the effects of the recession had more of an 
influence on local and state economies. Shipping costs increased slightly 
toward the end of the year as fuel cost inched upward. Nonetheless, local 
sod is still more cost-competitive since shipping has always been a major 
component of consumer sod cost. There is some optimism because the 
economy appears to be improving in 2011, but markets for turfgrass are 
expected to improve only as construction increases. 

Gross farm value of sod and turfgrass sales was estimated to be $20.4 
million for 2010. Gross farm value was reduced 19 percent from 2009, 
reflecting the loss of sod farmers and acreage. Value added for turfgrass 
production was $15.3 million, so the total value of sod and turfgrass pro-
duction in Louisiana during 2010 was $35.7 million.

Soybeans
Soybeans were harvested from 1 million acres by 2,198 producers 

during 2010, with a statewide average yield of 43 bushels per acre. Yields 
improved from the previous year by 9 bushels per acre, and total produc-
tion of 43 million bushels was one of the highest on record in Louisiana. 

Statewide, producers faced an early drought that delayed planting. The 
usual weed, disease and insect problems were present during 2010, but a 
relatively new pest, the red banded stink bug, became an insect problem 
for soybean producers in Louisiana. Asian soybean rust continues to be a 
threat in Louisiana, although its presence so far has not resulted in major 
yield losses. Cold temperatures during winter were credited with reduced 
sting bug numbers and no reports of Asian soybean rust. Excellent weather 
conditions during harvest contributed to the high yields and excellent qual-
ity of the harvested soybeans. 

Gross farm value of soybeans in Louisiana was $424.3 million for 
2010, a 26 percent increase over 2009’s sales of $335.6 million. Value 
added to soybean production was $42.4 million, which brought the total 
value of Louisiana soybean production to $466.8 million for 2010.

Sugarcane
During 2010, sugarcane was grown on 421,298 acres (a slight increase 

from the 2009 crop) in 23 Louisiana parishes. An estimated 392,829 acres 
(an increase of 2,121 acres or 0.5 percent) were available for harvest for 
sugar, assuming that 6.5 percent of the total acres were used for seed cane.

The 11 operating factories in the state processed nearly 12.2 million 
tons of cane (a decrease of 2.8 million tons or 20 percent from 2009 levels). 
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In total, the 11 factories produced 1.4 million short tons of sugar (96 pol), 
which was a decrease of 80,000 tons or 5.4 percent when compared to 
2009.

The average yield of cane produced per total acre was 29 tons for 2010 
(a decrease of 4.4 tons or 13.2 percent from 2009). The average yield of 
cane produced from each harvested acre amounted to 31.1 tons (a decrease 
of 4.7 tons or 13.1 percent). The average sugar recovery at the 11 factories 
was 11.3 percent or 226 pounds of sugar (96 pol) per ton of cane; this was 
an increase of 22 pounds of sugar per ton of cane or an increase of 9 per-
cent when compared to the 2009 crop. The yield of commercially recover-
able sugar produced per total acre averaged 6,563 pounds (a decrease of 
251 pounds or 3.7 percent). The yield of commercially recoverable sugar 
produced per harvested acre was approximately 7,019 pounds (a decrease 
of 284 pounds or 4 percent).

Although the pricing period is not complete for the 2010 crop, sugar 
prices remained high for most of the year, with the average predicted value 
for raw sugar at 28 cents per pound, an increase of 4.9 cents per pound or 
21 percent more than the 2009 price. Molasses prices have remained high, 
although the price has dropped from last year, and should average about 
$100 per short ton at 79.5 Brix or 58 cents per gallon, a decrease of 11.7 
cents per gallon or 17 percent relative to 2009 levels.

The gross farm value of the 2010 sugarcane crop was $503 million for 
sugar and molasses (an increase of $56 million or 13 percent from the 2009 
crop). The gross farm value reported represents 60 percent of the value of 
the sugar and 50 percent of the value of molasses produced. The remain-
ing percentages are for processing and marketing, which amounted to $344 
million. The total value of the sugarcane crop to Louisiana producers, 
processors and landlords at the first processing level actually was $847 mil-
lion, an increase of $95 million or 13 percent when compared to the 2009 
crop. Sugarcane continues to rank first in value among the state’s row crops 
and third of all commodities in Louisiana.

Cane yield for the 2010 crop was lower than the 2009 crop. Lower ton-
nage was likely the result of damage from the wet harvest of 2009 followed 
by a cold winter and spring. On the other hand, recoverable sugar per ton 
of cane was excellent and partially offset the lower cane yield. The yield of 
sugar per acre was the fifth best in the history of the Louisiana industry and 
well within a five-year average for the state. 

Sugarcane acreage in Louisiana for 2010 was similar to the acre-
age reported for 2009. Production acreage continues to be lost to urban 
encroachment. With higher sugar prices, more acres were planted in the 
northern part of the sugarcane area (Avoyelles, Rapides and Pointe Coupee 
parishes). 

The 2010 sugarcane variety census showed Louisiana producers con-
tinued to rely primarily on HoCP 96-540, which was grown on 48 percent 
of the production acres. This was followed by L 99-226 (16.9 percent), L 
97-128 (11.2 percent), L 99-233 (9.8 percent), HoCP 00-950 (4.2 percent) 
and L 01-283 (4.1 percent). Acreage devoted to LCP 85-384 and Ho 95-
988 continued to decrease. L 01-299 and L 03-371 were released in 2009 
and 2010, respectively, and increased on most farms.

Weather records showed the average temperatures across the sugarcane 
belt were considerably below average from January through early April of 
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2010. In fact, it was the coldest winter since 1951. In addition, rainfall also 
was above average during that time frame. From May through August, tem-
peratures warmed and timely rains occurred for most areas of the state. The 
crop responded to excellent growing conditions during its grand growth 
phase and exceeded the expectations of many. Dry weather returned from 
September through most of the fall, which made for excellent harvesting 
conditions. Although some late-planted cane was adversely affected by the 
dry conditions, the majority of the planted cane in 2010 was in excellent 
shape.

Because of new fertilizer recommendations that reduce nitrogen rates 
by 20 to 30 percent and the high cost of fertilizer, in general, many produc-
ers continued to use less nitrogen during 2010 than was used in past years. 
Undoubtedly, the lower rates of nitrogen helped to improve the natural 
maturity of the crop. Producers also applied little to no phosphorus and 
potassium due to high costs. 

Sugar yield at the beginning of the harvest was low as growers har-
vested their older stubble crops and heavy clay land first. With higher 
prices forecasted for the 2010 crop, many growers kept a higher percentage 
of their stubble crop than normal, even though the cane stands in the spring 
were not up to par. Sugar recoveries were excellent, and very little field 
soil (mud) and trash were brought to the factories. Also, the crop was fairly 
erect in 2010, and growers were also able to top a majority of their sugar-
cane during harvest. Although natural ripening was excellent, ripeners were 
widely used, and the crop responded well to artificial ripening. The dry 
weather contributed to lowering both harvesting and processing costs.

The 11 factories processed much lower tonnages compared to 2009, 
and all factories closed much earlier than in previous years. The first fac-
tory closed on Dec. 14, 2010, and the last factory closed on Jan. 3, 2011. 
On Dec. 14, 2010, and Dec. 15, 2010, prolonged, below-freezing tempera-
tures occurred throughout Louisiana. The more northern and eastern grow-
ing areas recorded temperatures as low as 25 F for several hours. The low 
temperatures experienced in the western area were not as low as those seen 
in the northern and eastern areas. Fortunately, the earlier closing of most 
factories minimized the harmful effects of this freeze, although there were 
some losses of both tonnage and sugar recovery as a result of the freezing 
temperatures. It was noted that only a few freeze cracks within stalks oc-
curred in isolated areas during this period. With freeze cracks, significant 
deterioration in cane quality would occur within one week following such a 
freeze.

Sweet Potatoes
Louisiana sweet potato producers harvested a slightly above average 

crop during 2010. Average yield for Louisiana in 2010 was 376 bushels per 
acre. The 14,000 acres planted for 2010 represented a total slightly higher 
than that planted in 2009. Louisiana remained fourth in planted acreage 
in the United States for 2010 – behind North Carolina, Mississippi and 
California. 

In contrast to the 2008 and 2009 production seasons, Louisiana produc-
ers experienced a “good” year in 2010. Sweet potato producers needed to 
harvest 100 percent of the crop during 2010 to begin recouping some of 
the losses experienced in 2008 and 2009 as a result of hurricanes and late-
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season rain events. Harvested acres for 2010 were estimated to be 12,940 
for both fresh and canning markets.

Average to above average yields were reported by most producers 
for 2010. Production was much improved and is estimated at 4.9 million 
bushels, a 35 percent increase from the 2009 crop. The average FOB price 
received for the 2010 calendar year was $18 for a 40-pound box (about 
$45 per cwt) for U.S. No. 1s. Processors paid an average price of $10 per 
40-pound box (about $22 per cwt) for U.S. No. 2s and Jumbos in 2010.

Total gross farm value for sweet potatoes for 2010 is estimated at $82 
million. This is substantially higher than the values realized in 2008 and 
2009. Total value of sweet potato production, including value added, was 
$141.9 million.  

The majority of the crop was planted early, and with a few exceptions 
most producers had a strong plant stand. Conditions were ideal for plant-
ing early in most areas, while other areas were dry, particularly later in the 
planting season. Growers with irrigation capabilities used irrigation before 
and after transplanting to aid in transplant survivability and to improve 
overall stands. Producers dealt with extreme heat and drought conditions 
through much of the season, and the harvest season was delayed by two to 
four weeks since most producers were waiting on the crop to size up. Pro-
ducers in Avoyelles Parish received excessive rain (10-12 inches), however, 
in early August and that negatively affected the yields realized in that area. 
Insect pressure throughout the production season was minimal, but late-
season sugarcane beetle damage was excessive this year. Some producers 
reported losses exceeding $500,000 from damage caused by this insect. 
Production and packing costs were estimated to be $3,000 to $3,500 per 
acre.

A year-round market has developed in recent years, and producers, 
shippers and brokers are interested in maintaining a year-round supply to 
meet their buyer’s needs. In addition to the fresh market demand, there also 
has been an increase in processed consumer friendly sweet potato prod-
ucts in recent years, such as sweet potato fries, canned sweet potatoes and 
sweet potato chips and cookies. Growth in value-added use and markets for 
producers is expected to result in significant acreage increases in Louisiana 
and across the southeastern United States during the coming years. 

Vegetables, Commercial 
The Louisiana vegetable industry is incredibly diverse and involves 

3,736 growers and 33 different vegetables crops grown on 10,634 acres for 
a gross farm value of $59 million during 2010. 

The majority of the vegetable crops grown in Louisiana are sold by 
direct marketing at farmers markets and roadside stands. Direct marketing 
offers the producers an opportunity to sell at a retail price – but with some 
handling and marketing risk. The development of more than 140 farm-
ers markets in Louisiana has greatly enhanced the marketing and value of 
vegetable crops harvested and sold by Louisiana producers.

The remainders of the vegetable crops are delivered to grocery store 
warehouses, individual grocery stores and fruit and vegetable stands. Most 
of the watermelons grown in the state are sold to peddlers, and only a small 
percentage is sold to the wholesale markets. Watermelons constitute one-
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third of the acreage devoted to vegetable production in Louisiana. Gross 
farm value of watermelon production for 2010 was $10.4 million.

Tomatoes (645 acres) at $15 million and watermelons (3,500 acres) at 
$10.4 million were the two leading vegetable crops in the state. Southern 
peas (2,250 acres) with $5.5 million in sales, peppers (202 acres) with $5 
million in sales and cabbage (256 acres) at $5.5 million in gross farm value 
rounded out the top five vegetable crops for 2010.

Tangipahoa Parish is the leading producer of vegetable crops in the 
state with a gross farm value of $11 million in that parish. The leading 
crops in Tangipahoa are tomatoes, peppers, cabbage and cucumbers.

The gross farm value of all commercial vegetable sales in the state was 
$59 million during 2010. Combined with value added ($88.6 million), the 
total value of Louisiana commercial vegetable production for 2010 was 
$147.7 million.

Wheat
Wheat was harvested from 108,249 acres by 389 producers during 

2010 (which was just 65 percent of the 185,542 acres harvested in 2009). 
The relatively low prices received for wheat during 2010 were the primary 
cause for this large decrease in wheat acreage. 

Yields for 2010 averaged 55 bushels per acre, which was similar to the 
average yield reported in 2009. Total production was nearly 6 million bush-
els, which was significantly lower than the 10.6 million bushels harvested 
in 2009. 

The gross farm value of the 2010 Louisiana wheat crop was $31.6 
million, which was significantly lower (40 percent lower) than the 2009 
crop valued at $52.6 million. This large decrease in gross farm value of the 
wheat crop was due to the unfavorable prices received and the decreased 
wheat acreage. Value added for wheat production was $3.5 million, which 
resulted in a total value of production for Louisiana wheat of $35.1 million 
for 2010.
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2010 progress reporT

Animal Commodities
Commodity  Gross Farm Value   Value Added   Total Value 
Cattle and Calves  $370,531,714   $40,758,489   $411,290,203 
Milk  $48,368,769   $77,873,718   $126,242,487 
Horses  $445,167,000   $48,968,370   $494,135,370 
Poultry  $811,651,212   $779,185,164   $1,590,836,376 
Rabbits  $137,491   $13,062   $150,552 
Ostrich/Ratite  -     -     -   
Quail/Pheasant  $27,475   $1,374   $28,849 
Sheep $2,740,943  $246,685   $2,987,627 
Goats  $3,288,880   $295,999   $3,584,879 
Swine  $2,061,037   $515,259   $2,576,297 
Exotic Animals  $50,600   $2,530   $53,130 
Total   $1,684,025,121   $947,860,649   $2,631,885,770

Fisheries and Wildlife Commodities
Commodity   Gross Farm Value   Value Added   Total Value 
Aquaculture  $252,293,105   $163,990,518   $416,283,623 
Freshwater Fisheries $16,209,986   $13,778,488   $29,988,474 
Marine Fisheries  $206,794,792   $196,455,053   $403,249,845 
Fur Animals  $49,787   $11,351   $61,139 
Alligators (wild) $3,836,063   $1,918,031   $5,754,094 
Hunting Lease Enterprise  $93,344,462   $4,667,223   $98,011,685 
Honey  $2,575,486   $257,549   $2,833,035 
Total  $575,103,681   $381,078,214   $956,181,895

Plant Commodities
Commodity  Gross Farm Value   Value Added   Total Value 
Cotton  $175,059,251   $35,011,850   $210,071,101 
Feed Grain Crops  $310,372,414   $46,555,862   $356,928,276 
Forestry  $824,394,925   $2,267,086,044   $3,091,480,969 
Fruit Crops  $26,303,931   $6,575,983   $32,879,914 
Greenhouse Vegetables  $1,533,862   $168,725   $1,702,587 
Hay, Sold  $142,522,283   $15,677,451   $158,199,734 
Home Gardens  $150,769,152   -     $150,769,152 
Nursery Stock & Ornamentals  $78,270,230   $39,917,817   $118,188,047 
Other Oilseed  $18,272   $914   $19,186 
Peanuts  $283,862   $28,386   $312,249 
Pecans  $19,877,004   $4,969,251   $24,846,255 
Rice  $411,528,839   $123,458,652   $534,987,490 
Sod Production  $20,425,000   $15,318,750   $35,743,750 
Soybeans  $424,326,108   $42,432,611   $466,758,719 
Sugarcane  $503,446,398   $343,602,167   $847,048,565 
Sweet Potatoes  $82,035,294   $59,885,764   $141,921,058 
Vegetables, Commercial  $59,065,775   $88,598,663   $147,664,438 
Wheat  $31,595,139   $3,475,465  $35,070,604 
Total  $3,261,827,739   $3,092,764,355   $6,354,592,093 
   
Total - All Commodities  $5,520,956,542   $4,421,703,217   $9,942,659,758
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2010 progress reporT

Animal Commodities - 2006-2010
Year Gross Farm Income Value Added Total Value
2006 $1,675,427,046 $918,701,004 $2,594,128,050
2007 $1,844,192,697   $1,059,533,193   $2,903,725,890
2008  $1,537,209,684   $779,254,410   $2,316,464,094 
2009  $1,356,210,505 $593,775,493 $1,949,985,998
2010  $1,684,025,121   $947,860,649   $2,631,885,770 

Fisheries and Wildlife Commodities - 2006-2010
Year Gross Farm Income Value Added Total Value
2006 $491,963,636 $333,873,252 $825,836,888
2007   $482,666,474   $337,347,612   $820,014,086
2008  $561,600,483  $381,064,638   $942,665,121 
2009  $525,865,205 $356,936,802 $882,802,008
2010  $575,103,681   $381,078,214   $956,181,895

Plant Commodities - 2006-2010
Year Gross Farm Income Value Added Total Value 
2006 $2,818,102,210 $4,164,796,287 $6,982,898,496
2007  $3,346,847,936   $3,830,073,006   $7,176,920,942
2008  $3,227,546,891   $2,980,261,340   $6,207,808,231 
2009 $2,973,344,997 $2,468,385,001 $5,441,729,997
2010  $3,261,827,739   $3,092,764,355   $6,354,592,093

Progress Measured in Dollars for 5 years
Animal, Fisheries, Wildlife and Plant Commodities

Year Gross Farm Income Value Added Total Value
2006 $4,985,492,892 $5,417,370,543 $10,402,863,434
2007 $5,673,707,108   $5,226,953,812   $10,900,660,918 
2008   $5,326,357,058   $4,140,580,388   $9,466,937,446
2009 $4,855,420,708   $3,419,097,296     $8,274,518,002 
2010  $5,520,956,542   $4,421,703,217   $9,942,659,758
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The gross farm value of the commodities reported in the parish tables was computed based 

upon estimated annual per-unit prices. The state average prices listed below were used for most parishes 

for most commodities.  However, a parish price was used if the parish price was significantly different 

from the state price.

PRICES OF COMMODITY PRODUCTS

PLANT ENTERPRISES COMMODITIES

2010 PriceCommodity Unit

COTTON

Lint - Irrigated lbs. $0.79 

Lint - Non-irrigated lbs. $0.79 

Seed - Irrigated lbs. $0.09 

Seed - Non-irrigated lbs. $0.09 

FORESTRY

Christmas Trees Tree $50.00 

Pine Straw Bales (40 lbs.) $2.00 

Forestry Seedlings seedlings (1,000) $35.00 

FRUITS

Blackberries pints $2.30 

Blueberries lbs. $2.00 

Citrus

Navels bu. $22.36 

Satsumas bu. $22.36 

Other Citrus bu. $24.72 

Figs lbs. $1.00 

Mayhaws

Native lbs. $1.00 

Orchard lbs. $1.00 

Muscadines

Fresh gals $6.00 

Commercial tons $200.00 

Peaches bu. $15.40 

Pears bu. $11.17 

Strawberries flats $17.18 

FEED GRAINS

Corn bu. $4.10 

Grain Sorghum cwt. $6.70 

Oats bu. $2.35 

GREENHOUSE VEGETABLES

Tomatoes lbs. $2.00 

Cucumbers lbs. $1.00 

HAY FOR SALE

Alfalfa tons $181.75 

Grass tons $112.00 

HOME GARDENS $512.00 

 336



PLANT ENTERPRISES COMMODITIES

2010 PriceCommodity Unit

NURSERY CROPS

Fruit and Nut Trees acre $8,000.00 

Floraculture & Bedding Plants acre $25,000.00 

Woody Ornamentals acre $10,000.00 

Foliage Plants acre $10,000.00 

OTHER OILSEED

Sunflowers (for oil) cwt. $14.28 

Sunflowers (Confectionery) cwt. $22.21 

PEANUTS lbs. $0.20 

PECANS

Improved lbs. $3.02 

Native lbs. $1.66 

RICE cwt. $11.67 

SOD PRODUCTION acre $5,000.00 

SOYBEANS bu. $9.86 

SUGARCANE

Raw Sugar lbs. $0.17 

Molasses gal. $0.29 

SWEET POTATOES bu. (50 lbs.)

Canning $9.94 

Fresh $22.49 

VEGETABLES

Beets doz. bunches $7.00 

Broccoli (Fresh) cartons (20 lbs.) $13.80 

Cabbage

Fresh sacks (50 lbs.) $12.71 

Processing tons $150.00 

Cantaloupe cartons (40 lbs.) $33.30 

Carrots doz. bunches $26.89 

Cauliflower cartons (20 lbs.) $16.64 

Collards

Fresh doz. bunches $8.02 

Cucumber

Fresh bu. (50 lbs.) $18.28 

Eggplant bu. (33 lbs.) $19.99 

Garlic lbs. $2.00 

Irish Potatoes

Fresh cwt. $25.74 

Lima Beans

Fresh bu. (32 lbs.) $21.08 

Mirliton lbs. $3.00 

Mustard (Fresh) doz. bunches $6.00 

Okra (Fresh) bu. $42.50 

Onions bag (50 lbs.) $14.05 
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PLANT ENTERPRISES COMMODITIES

2010 PriceCommodity Unit

VEGETABLES

Green Onions lbs. $2.00 

Parsley doz. bunches $5.00 

Peppers

Banana bu. (25 lb.) $17.24 

Bell bu. (28 lb.) $22.99 

Cayenne (Processing) cwt. $28.74 

Chili - Anaheim (Fresh) bu. (25 lb.) $17.24 

Jalapeno

Tabasco Red (Processing) cwt. $80.47 

Pumpkin (Fresh) cwt. $40.00 

Pumpkin - Cushaw cwt. $40.00 

Radish doz. bunches $4.00 

Shallots doz. bunches $10.00 

Snap Beans (Fresh) bu. (30 lbs.) $31.58 

Southern Peas (Fresh) bu. (24 lbs.) $26.12 

Spinach (Fresh) bu. (25 lbs.) $18.18 

Squash (Fresh)

Yellow Squash bu. (45 lbs.) $26.97 

Zucchini Squash bu. (45 lbs.) $26.97 

Winter Squash bu. (45 lbs.) $16.18 

Squash (Processing)

Yellow Squash cwt. $5.39 

Sweet Corn (Fresh) doz. ears $3.33 

Tomatoes (Field) lugs (20 lbs.) $15.36 

Tomatoes (Green Mature) boxes (25 lbs.) $15.36 

Turnips (Fresh) doz. bunches $7.13 

Watermelon cwt. $19.98 

WHEAT bu. $5.29 

FISHERIES & WILDLIFE ENTERPRISES COMMODITIES
AQUACULTURE

Crawfish (Farm) lbs. $1.52 

Catfish  (Farm) lbs. $0.79 

Minnows lbs. $3.25 

Fish bait lbs $3.00 

Alligators (Farm) ft. $25.00 

Oysters sacks $25.10 

Turtles each $1.00 

Other Species lbs. $1.00 

FRESHWATER FISHERIES

Crawfish (Wild) lbs. $0.81 

Freshwater Finfish lbs. $0.36 

MARINE FISHERIES

Shrimp lbs. $1.06 
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FISHERIES & WILDLIFE ENTERPRISES COMMODITIES

2010 PriceCommodity Unit

MARINE FISHERIES

Menhaden lbs. $0.05 

Crabs lbs. $0.71 

Commercial Finfish lbs. $1.33 

FUR ANIMALS pelts $4.64 

ALLIGATORS (WILD) ft. $25.00 

HUNTING LEASES

Waterfowl acre $25.00 

All Other Game acre $8.00 

HONEY lbs. $1.41 

ANIMAL ENTERPRISES COMMODITIES
CATTLE & CALVES

Steer Calves

300-400 lbs. cwt. $125.17 

400-500 lbs. cwt. $114.72 

500-600 lbs. cwt. $106.27 

600-700 lbs. cwt. $101.08 

Heifer Calves

300-400 lbs. cwt. $108.79 

400-500 lbs. cwt. $103.30 

500-600 lbs. cwt. $97.18 

600-700 lbs. cwt. $93.74 

Yearling Cattle

600-700 lbs. cwt. $97.41 

700-800 lbs. cwt. $94.00 

Cow-Calf Pairs pair $1,000.00 

Cull Cows cwt. $48.74 

Cull Bulls cwt. $65.29 

DAIRY

Dairy Cows

Milk cwt. $18.15 

Bred Heifers head $893.19 

Adult Cows head $1,265.00 

Cull Cows cwt. $51.92 

Bull Calves head $65.68 

Breeding Age Bulls head $1,000.00 

Dairy Goats Pound $1.00 

HORSES

Brood Mares

Race Horses head $8,000.00 

Show Horses head $4,000.00 

Recreation Horses head $1,500.00 

Stud Fees
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ANIMAL ENTERPRISES COMMODITIES

2010 PriceCommodity Unit

HORSES

Stud Fees

Race Horses head $2,500.00 

Show Horses head $1,500.00 

Recreation Horses head $500.00 

Race Horses head $12,000.00 

Show Horses head $5,000.00 

Recreation Horses head $1,500.00 

POULTRY

Broilers lbs. $0.83 

Edible Eggs doz. $0.98 

Cull Hens lbs. $0.25 

Breeder Flocks doz. $2.00 

Pullets each $10.00 

RABBITS

Fryers lbs. $1.50 

Does lbs. $0.25 

RATITE AND OTHER EXOTIC FOWL

Ostrich each $75.00 

QUAIL each $3.50 

SHEEP

Wool cwt. $115.00 

Slaughter Lambs head $124.67 

Feeder Lambs head $150.00 

Show Lambs head $250.00 

Stocker Sheep head $100.00 

Cull Sheep head $52.00 

GOATS

Show Goats head $500.00 

Slaughter Goats head $160.00 

Stocker Goats head $100.00 

Cull Goats head $80.00 

SWINE

Show Pigs head $250.00 

Feeder Pigs cwt. $50.00 

Slaughter Hogs cwt. $55.06 

Culls cwt. $33.33 

EXOTIC ANIMALS

Deer/Antelope head $100.00 

Llama head $100.00 
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