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Although we may still have many cool days ahead, before 
you know it, we will be encountering warmer weather. When 
this occurs, you can anticipate the water quality in your ponds 
will begin to deteriorate. In other words, be ready for low 
oxygen conditions to occur.

The presence of fog simply indicates the water is warm-
ing. It does not mean oxygen is leaving the water and going 
into the air. When humid air overlying the warm water in a 
crawfish pond is cooled at night, the water vapor in the air 
condenses into very fine water droplets, which we know as 
“fog.” The fog usually “burns off ” by mid- to late morning. 

If needed, increase oxygen concentration by replacing 
oxygen-depleted water with fresh, oxygenated water, but base 
the need for pumping on oxygen measurements. Why pay 
for diesel and electricity to flush your ponds when it is not 
needed? 

Watch Your Water Quality on Warm, Foggy Mornings

When the water warms and the ponds still contain large 
amounts of decomposing vegetation, however, oxygen levels 
will drop as decomposition of the vegetation increases due to 
the warming.

Check oxygen at least a couple of times a week. Prolonged 
oxygen concentrations less than 1 part per million (ppm) are 
detrimental to the well-being of the crawfish. 

If you observe crawfish clinging to vegetation or traps 
while lying on their side at the water’s surface, oxygen is at a 
critical level. Growth may be reduced, catch usually will de-
crease, shelf-life of live crawfish will be shortened, and it can 
potentially induce a white spot syndrome virus outbreak. 

White Spot Virus Update
White spot syndrome virus (WSSV) was first diag-

nosed in the Louisiana in 2007 – although it likely was 
present at least a couple of years prior to its discovery.  

The virus is endemic throughout Louisiana crawfish 
farming operations, but fortunately it has not had any 
significant overall negative impact on the industry. Over 
the past two seasons the Aquatic Diagnostic Lab at the 
LSU School of Veterinary Medicine has seen only a few 
problems associated with significant crawfish deaths as-
sociated with WSSV. 

That is encouraging. Our aquatic animal disease 
experts at LSU think it is possible that our crawfish may 
have built up immunity to the virus that has, in turn, 
lessened its impact.

Outbreaks usually occur in March when we transi-
tion from cooler to warmer water, so you’ll want to be 
on the lookout for any signs of dead and dying crawfish 
starting in late February/early March. This is also about 
the same time we start seeing low oxygen in ponds. 

Do not expect to see white spots on sick or dying 
crawfish. Normally only large crawfish die from the vi-
rus; the smaller animals (1 to 2 inches) appear to be fine. 

Of course, low oxygen increases crawfish stress, and 
this likely increases the severity of WSSV outbreaks. 

Because there is no cure for the virus, the best 
advice we can give is to minimize stress to your craw-
fish by maintaining good water quality in your ponds. 
Remember there are no human health issues whatsoever 
associated with this virus. Crawfish caught in ponds 
where WSSV has been identified are edible.
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Nuisance Wildlife Control
Raccoons and river otters have been causing havoc in 

quite a few crawfish ponds. In many cases, farmers have re-
ported hundreds of traps turned over during the night. 

The direct loss of crawfish and the wasted time to reset 
the traps can add up to hundreds of dollars in damages. 
Despite the nuisance, however, because of their status as 
“furbearers,” there are certain legal guidelines that must be fol-
lowed when dealing with these animals.

Last session the Louisiana Legislature made a few chang-
es in the wildlife laws to accommodate crawfish farmers. The 
revised laws allow crawfish farmers or landowners to shoot 
problem raccoons, opossums, nutria and beaver in commer-
cial crawfish ponds during the day or night with a .22 caliber 
rimfire rifle. You can shoot from your crawfish boat or vehicle 
with no bag limit. Even so, it is still a good idea to let the local 
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries enforcement 
agent know when you plan to go out – in case someone calls 
in a complaint.

Special laws apply to river otters due to federal guide-
lines and international treaties. Otters must be trapped by a 
licensed trapper during the regular trapping season, which 
this year ends on March 31, 2010. If you cannot find a local 
trapper, you can buy a $25 trapping license and take care of 
the problem yourself. The “body grip” type traps work well on 
otters when set in a path where they cross a levee.

Poisons should not be used for any nuisance animal 
except field rats. It is illegal and can kill many non-target ani-
mals like hawks, owls or pets. Raccoons and otters generally 
shy away from poison baits anyway. 

The wax-coated bait blocks work well on rats around the 
bait cutting station or where you park your boat. Place the 
baits under boxes, in burrows or other places where rats might 
hide or explore. The blocks should not be left in the open. It 
also helps to keep the area clean of old crates or other trash.

How Many Traps 
Should I Be Fishing?

Our research-based recommendations on trap density 
(number of traps per acre) are based on your projected yield, 
and they assume you’ll be using pyramid traps with ¾-inch 
square-mesh welded wire and trapping an average of three to 
four days a week.

Use 10 to 15 traps per acre for low density ponds. Low 
density crawfish ponds often are new ponds or those in which 
crawfish are not grown in the same field year after year, such 
as is practiced with rice-crawfish field rotations. These ponds 
typically yield 400-600 pounds per acre.  

Use 18 to 22 traps per acre for high density crawfish 
ponds. High density ponds usually are those in which 
the pond is managed solely for crawfish and crawfish are 

produced in the same pond or field year after year. These 
ponds often yield 700 to 1,200 pounds per acre or more.

If you happen to still be using less efficient ¾-inch hex-
mesh pyramid traps or even still using stand-up pillow traps, 
increase the number of traps by 20 percent.

Spacing between traps and rows to obtain a specified 
number of traps per acre can be found in Table 8.2 (page 
35) of the Louisiana Crawfish Production Manual (LSU 
AgCenter Publication 2637). If you don’t have copy of the 
manual or you need a replacement copy, contact your parish 
LSU AgCenter extension office or visit www.lsuagcenter.com 
to obtain a free copy. 

Sales Tax Exemption on 
Crawfish Baits and other 
Farm Equipment 

Based on acts of the Louisiana Legislature, laws went into 
effect July 1, 2009, providing sales tax exemptions on bait, 
feed and supplies used in the production and harvesting of 
crawfish.

You can find a detailed summary of Louisiana Legislative 
Acts 455 and 456, income tax form numbers needed to claim 
exemptions, and contacts at the Louisiana Department of 
Revenue below. Additional information also is available on 
the state Department of Revenue’s Web site: http://revenue.
louisiana.gov/sections/LawsPolicies/pd.aspx?category=SLS

Act 455 Enacts State Sales Tax Exemption for Bait, 
Feed and Other Supplies Used in the Production or 
Harvesting of Crawfish

Act 455 of the regular session of the 2009 Louisiana 
Legislature provides that, effective July 1, 2009, bait and feed 
used in the production or harvesting of crawfish will be totally 
exempt from state sales tax. 

Act 455 provides also that materials, supplies, equipment, 
fuel and related items other than vessels used in the produc-
tion or harvesting of crawfish are subject to state sales tax at 
the reduced rate of 1 percent. 

Crawfish harvesting boat powered by Go-Devil® propulsion unit.
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Act 455 amends La. R.S. 47:305(A)(5) to provide a tax 
exemption on the entire 4-percent state sales tax for bait and 
feed used in the production or harvesting of crawfish. In addi-
tion, the suspension of the exemption for materials, supplies, 
equipment, fuel and related items other than vessels used in 
the production or harvesting of crawfish has been partially 
lifted with respect to three-fourths of the state sales tax. 

Persons who purchase exempt or partially exempt items 
can claim the exemption using Form R-1319, which is avail-
able at http://revenue.louisiana.gov.  Merchants who exhibit 
due diligence and who accept the exemption certificate in 
good faith will not be liable for the remittance of the tax.

Questions concerning the sales tax exemption related to 
the production or harvesting of crawfish should be directed 
to the Louisiana Department of Revenue’s Special Programs 
Division at 225-219-7356, Option 3, or by e-mail to sales.
inquiries@la.gov. 

Act 464 provides for a tax exemption on farm equipment 
such as tractors and water wells and pumps. 

Act 464 of 2009 Concerning Sales Tax Exemption 
Certificates for Farm Equipment Purchases 

Effective July 1, 2009, Act 464 of the regular session of 
the 2009 Louisiana Legislature amends the sales tax exemp-
tion for farm equipment authorized by Louisiana Revised 
Statute 47:305.25 to provide with respect to exemption 
certificates presented to selling dealers in connection with the 
exemption. 

The amendments to La R.S. 47:305.25(A) provide that 
the purchaser or the representative of the purchaser of eligible 
farm equipment shall provide on an exemption certificate a 
certification that the purchaser is a farmer or is purchasing for 
an agricultural facility. 

For purchasers to be authorized to claim this exemption 
provided by R.S. 47:305.25 on the first $50,000 of the sales 
price of eligible commercial farm equipment, purchasers must 
apply to the Louisiana Department of Revenue for certifica-
tion of their eligibility for the partial exemption. The depart-
ment has published Form R-1085 for use in making this 
application. 

When the purchaser’s application is approved, the 
purchaser must submit to the vendor a copy of the approved 
application along with sales tax exemption certificate Form 
R-1060 to document a claim of sales tax exemption on the 
first $50,000 of the price of eligible items. After the purchaser 
presents the properly completed certificate to the selling 
dealer, the state Department of Revenue will not hold the 
selling dealer responsible for the remittance of taxes for the 
sole reason that the purchaser is subsequently determined not 
to be a commercial farmer or to have used the property for a 
purpose other than commercial farming.

Under La. R.S. 47:305.25, the following classes of prop-
erty are not subject to state sales tax on the first $50,000 of 
the sales price of each item: 

— Rubber-tired farm tractors, cane harvesters, cane load-
ers, cotton pickers, combines, hay balers and attachments and 
sprayers. This exemption includes all attachments and imple-
ments to be used for commercial agricultural purposes with 
a rubber-tired tractor, including particularly clippers, cultiva-
tors, discs, plows and spreaders. 

— Irrigation wells, drives, motors and equipment. 

The following classes of property are subject to 1 percent 
state sales tax on the first $50,000 of the sale prices under the 
partial suspension of state sales tax exemptions as provided by 
La. R.S. 47:321(H): 

— Other farm implements and equipment used for agri-
cultural purposes in the production of food and fiber. 

— On-the-farm facilities used to dry or store grain or any 
materials used to construct such on-farm facilities.

When a purchase is made through the presentation of the 
R-1085 and R-1060 certificates, the vendor must collect and 
the purchaser must remit the full 4 percent rate of state sales 
tax on any portion of the sales price of an eligible item that is 
in excess of $50,000. 

A commercial farmer who is classified under Sector 11 of 
the North American Industry Classification Code, and who 
has been approved by the department as a manufacturer, can 
purchase machinery and equipment that is eligible for depre-
ciation for federal income tax purposes, and that is used as 
an integral part of the production, processing and storing of 
food, fiber or timber, without regard to the $50,000 exemp-
tion cap provided by R.S. 47:305.25. To be recognized as a 
“manufacturer,” as defined by R.S. 47:301(3)(i)(ii)(bb), a per-
son must submit application Form R-1070 to the Department 
of Revenue. Approved applicants will receive individualized 
exemption certificates for presentation to their vendors in lieu 
of the state sales tax on purchases of eligible “machinery and 
equipment.”

Purchasers are not authorized to present, and dealers 
are not authorized to accept, sales tax exemption certificates 
in lieu of the tax on purchases and sales of tangible personal 
property that is not commercial farm equipment. Dealers are 
responsible for properly administering this sales tax exemp-
tion and may be held liable for payment of the sales tax if the 
exemption certificate is improperly accepted for equipment 
that clearly does not qualify for exemption under the statute.

Questions concerning this legislation should be directed 
to the Louisiana Department of Revenue’s Special Programs 
Division at 225-219-7356, Option 3, or by e-mail to sales.
inquiries@la.gov. 

Visit our Web site:

www.lsuagcenter.com/en/crops_livestock/aquaculture/crawfish
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Additional information on crawfish aquaculture is avail-
able on the LSU AgCenter Web site at 

www.lsuagcenter.com/en/crops_livestock/aquaculture/crawfish

To receive the online full-color version of “Crawfish News” 
send an e-mail to rdjohnson@agcenter.lsu.edu with 
“SUBSCRIBE CRAWFISH NEWS” in the subject line. 
There is no need to re-subscribe to the online version if you 
already receive it. To be removed from the electronic mail-
ing list, write “UNSUBSCRIBE CRAWFISH NEWS” in 
the subject line.

Contributors to this Newsletter

Richard Johnson, SW Regional Aquaculture Assistant Agent
Rice Research Station, e-mail: rdjohnson@agcenter.lsu.edu 
office 337-788-7547

Dr. Greg Lutz, Professor 
Aquaculture Research Station, e-mail:  glutz@agcenter.lsu.edu
office 225-765-2848

Dr. Ray McClain, Professor 
Rice Research Station, e-mail: rmcclain@agcenter.lsu.edu
office 337-788-7531

Dr. Robert Romaire, Professor 
Aquaculture Research Station, e-mail: rromaire@agcenter.lsu.edu
office 225-765-2848
 
Mark Shirley, SW Area Specialist (Aquaculture & Coastal Resources)
Vermilion Parish Extension Office, e-mail: mshirley@agcenter.lsu.edu
office 337-898-4335

Aquaculture Research Station
LSU AgCenter
2410 Ben Hur Road
Baton Rouge
LA 70820
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Frequently Asked 
Questions

Question: Should I return mature females that I catch 
early in the season to the pond so I can increase my spring 
production?

Answer:  The short answer is “probably not.”  Research 
has shown that mature females available for capture in ponds 
after about Jan. 1 will not have time to burrow, reproduce and 
hatch young that will reach an acceptable market size before 
ponds are drained in early summer. Lack of adequate numbers 
of young usually is not the underlying cause for low yields 
in most ponds. Timing of young-of-the-year recruitment, 
survival of the young, inadequate food resources and, in many 
cases, overcrowding are the primary causes for lower yields. 
In most cases, trying to compensate for low recruitment or 
survival of young crawfish in the fall or for poor water quality 
or a lack of adequate food by returning females to the pond 
is just not going to provide you with the desired result. Once 
a crawfish is captured it is usually best to sell that animal, 
and highest prices are achieved early in the season. Crawfish 
that are returned to the pond will only compete with other 
crawfish for food and space, and crawfish growth is highly 
dependent on crawfish density and available food. 

Crawfish Web Page
The LSU AgCenter’s Web site, www.lsuagcenter.com, has 

a tremendous amount of useful information. You may not be 
aware we also have a crawfish section, which we understand 
is one of the most frequently visited areas on the AgCenter’s 
Web site. The crawfish web pages can be accessed at www.
lsuagcenter.com/en/crops_livestock/aquaculture/crawfish (or 
go to www.lsuagcenter.com and look under topics, then click 
“Livestock,” then “Aquaculture” and then “Crawfish.” 

Upcoming Crawfish Producer Meetings
The LSU AgCenter had a crawfish production meeting 

Feb 23 at the Avoyelles Parish Extension Office, Mansura. 

Other production meetings are being planned, and we 
will notify the local newspapers when dates and locations have 
been finalized.

If you would like to plan a production meeting for your 
parish with LSU AgCenter crawfish specialists, contact Mark 
Shirley or Richard Johnson. Their contact information is on 
the back of this newsletter.


