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Rice planting rolling along in southwest 

Louisiana 

 Dry weather in many parts of southwest 

Louisiana have played a big part in speeding 

rice planting along so far this spring. The 

most recent USDA-NASS Louisiana Crop 

Progress Report (click here to see report) has 

us at 21 percent planted as of Sunday, March 

19. This is approximately 9 percent ahead of 

our 5-year average at this time of year. If we 

look at just the southwest part of the state, I 

would estimate that we were a solid 45 

percent planted as of Sunday. The forecast for 

the remainder of this week looks like we will 

possibly remain dry until Saturday when 

chances of rain here in Crowley are currently 

sitting at 80 percent. If this holds true, many 

consultants and agents seem to believe that we 

may top 85 percent planted, in the southwest 

part of the state, by this weekend. Planting is 

rolling along fast this year! 

 Warmer than normal soil temperatures 

will help get that rice out of the ground a little 

faster this year too. Soil temperatures at the H. 

Rouse Caffey Rice Research Station had a 

daily high at 71oF on Saturday, 73o on Sunday 

and 74o on Monday. Last year they were 68o, 

66o and 67o on the same dates, respectively. 

Daily air temperatures are expected to top 80o 

almost every day this week too! Expect the 

emerged rice to move along quickly. Expect 

weeds to begin to germinate faster also. The 

following picture, taken by Dr. Saichuk last 

week, shows red rice already emerging from a 

soil depth of about 2-inches. The red rice seed 

is at the level where the roots are visible. 

http://www.lsuagcenter.com/
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/State_Crop_Progress_and_Condition/current/current_la.rtf
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 Emerged rice seedlings from earlier 

planted rice looks good so far despite the cold 

weather observed last week and the seed 

germination issues mentioned in the last 

newsletter. It seems that everyone understands 

that the adverse weather played a large part in 

the wide spread seed germination issue and is 

making the seeding rate adjustment as needed. 

This is good news because ignoring the issue 

could have led to a lot of less-than-adequate 

stand issues and replant decisions in the next 

few weeks. 

 

Blackbird pressure lower than normal 

south of I-10, higher than normal north of 

I-10? 

 I received a lot of conflicting reports 

about blackbirds over the last couple of 

weeks. Many consultants reported to me that 

in the area south of I-10, the number of 

blackbirds seems to be lower than normal. 

Other reports form consultants around the 

Oberlin, Elton, Mamou and Ville Platte areas 

have suggested higher than normal blackbird 

activity. This is curious, since bird pressure is 

historically higher south of I-10 and generally 

a little lower north of I-10. Because of this 

fact, producers south of I-10 tend to use the 

AV-1011 seed treatment more frequently than 

those north of I-10. Is this shift in bird 

pressure due to the warmer-than-normal 

conditions this year, or AV-1011 use patterns, 

or the DRC-1339 program? Or is this just a 

coincidence? To find out more about this 

subject I contacted Allen Wilson a biologist 

with USDA-APHIS to find out his thoughts. 

Here is what he had to say:  

Short answer: North of I-10 was where 

most of the birds were already spending the 

day feeding before rice planting started. 

Long answer: When migrant birds 

arrive here in the fall, they form roosts in the 

coastal marsh and initially feed near the 

marsh. As winter progresses, the birds have to 

fly farther and farther from the marsh in order 

to find food. Keep in mind that a large winter 

roost needs many tons of waste grain each 

day in order to survive. 

Years ago, when rice stubble was much 

more abundant in winter than it is now, most 

of the rice damage occurred near the marsh. 

With changing cultural practices, the trend is 

that these roosting birds are now relying 

mainly on rice in crawfish ponds to sustain 

themselves, and they are flying wherever they 

need to go to find food. So if you plant rice 

near an existing feeding area (a crawfish 

pond with grain), youôre likely to have 

problems. 

The biggest roost this year was south of 

Klondike and Talonôs Landing. Following the 

flight lines in mid-February, it took us several 

days to determine that almost none of the 

http://www.lsuagcenter.com/
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birds were stopping south of I-10. There just 

wasnôt enough food to sustain them that far 

south; it had already been consumed. The 

birds were flying from Klondike to Mowata, 

Iota, Hathaway, Basile, and Elton to find 

food, primarily in crawfish ponds. 

Additionally birds from Millerôs Lake were 

flying to the same areas to feed. 

 So, there you have it, bird pressure is 

higher north of I-10 this year at the beginning 

of rice planting season. Unfortunately, many 

producers in this area do not use AV-1011 as 

much and many have found out the hard way 

about the increase bird pressure north of I-10 

this year. There are many instances where 

fields will have to be replanted due to black 

http://www.lsuagcenter.com/
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bird predation.  

The increased seeding rates needed this 

year when using the low germination seed has 

caused the cost of using the AV-1011 seed 

treatment to increase proportionally too. This 

is because the AV-1011 seed treatment is 

applied based on the pounds of seed planted. 

Many producers have opted not to use AV-

1011 and risk the possibility replanting if 

blackbird predation becomes a problem. 

Many believe that the cost of adding the AV-

1011 seed treatment costs more than 

replanting. Is this true? Does the cost of using 

AV-1011 exceed replanting costs? To answer 

this question, I asked Dr. Michael Deliberto to 

look at the economics of this and answer this 

question. His analysis is included in this 

weekôs newsletter. 

In another strategy to save money on 

AV-1011 seed costs some producers have 

tried to treat only half the planted seed per 

acre. This does not work! The birds are quite 

good at picking out the untreated seed from 

the treated seed. You will notice in Figure 2 

that the birds fed on the untreated rice and left 

small holes from their beaks. Adjacent to the 

feeding you can see that the treated rice was 

left alone. The result from this field was an 

unevenly distributed stand with pockets of 

adequate plant populations and other areas 

devoid of anything at all. In the end, this field 

will have to be replanted.  

 

Dr. Blake Wilson hired as the new 

extension rice and sugarcane entomologist  

Dr. Blake Wilson has been hired as an 

assistant professor of field crops entomology 

with the LSU AgCenter. Dr. Wilsonôs chief 

responsibilities with the AgCenter will be 

research and extension relating to rice and 

sugarcane insects. He plans to focus his 

program in rice on improving the economics 

and sustainability of integrated pest 

management.  

http://www.lsuagcenter.com/

