
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Third Quarter 2014 Louisiana Timber Market Report1 
 By Dr. Shaun Tanger, LSU AgCenter Forest Economist 
 

Table 1.  3rd Quarter 2014 Stumpage Prices 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Natural Resources Symposium Scheduled July 16-17 at LSU 
Louisiana Natural Resources Symposium Scheduled July 16-17 at LSU-Baton Rouge 
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 The following document is intended for use by owners of forested land in Louisiana.  The source of these prices is proprietary 

in nature and is therefore rounded per agreements to disseminate to the general public.  The prices are statewide averages.  
Regional prices are available at the LDAF Price Report: http://www.ldaf.state.la.us/forestry/.  
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Introduction 
 More of the same story over the last quarter that we’ve seen for the past year, up one month, the 
next one down.  Fortunately, it appears to be trending positively (on most metrics) for the overall economy 
as well as the forestry sector year-to-date for 20132. 
 
 The behavior in our housing starts is fitful, which is also echoed in lumber prices.  Housing starts in 
September topped a million for the third time this year (April and July the other months), not surprisingly 
softwood lumber prices at the end of August were at a yearly high and by the next month had dropped $24 
dollars (%6).  With housing expected to drop some in October, it appears that is driving the prices for 
lumber several weeks in advance.  Hardwood lumber was down approximately 4%, over the last two 
months.3 
 
 Inventories continue to be tight and have drifted down slightly, another indicator of a down month in 
October for housing.  Softwood lumber and structural panel inventory are both down for the last month 
(September) with the southeast and south central regions leading all other regions with lowest inventories. 
 
 While, the rains have subsided a bit, we are still having an unseasonably high level of rain in the 
southeast and over the last month southern Arkansas and northern Mississippi and parts of east Texas 
have been hit hardest.  As a result, the western gulf region has commanded higher prices for all hardwood 
classes, although hardwood prices across the southeast are up from the previous quarter. 
 
Louisiana Stumpage Prices 
 Pine saw-timber prices stagnated for the most part.  Prices and trends continue to mirror those of 
the entire southeast region.  As a result, I’d say the same conditions are causing the price point and local 
conditions relative to the supply of wood is such that we aren’t witnessing any out of the ordinary local 
conditions relative to the other south eastern states. 
 
 Mixed hardwood saw-timber stumpage continued an astonishing trend moving from $31 dollars to 
$38, up $10 from the first quarter of this year.  Hardwood pulpwood in the state was up by more than a 
dollar over the $14 dollar mark.  This represents more than a $3.50 premium per ton compared to south-
wide averages.  Considering July and August (particularly August) were such wet months relative to 
historical trends in the state for those months it’s likely got a lot to do with that unique price point for 
hardwood classes4.   September was much drier so those premiums should drop considerably over the next 
quarter. 
 
General Economy 
 Housing starts continue to be volatile (see Table 3), this trend has persisted over the past six 
months despite projections of the return of a stronger housing market this year.  Again, the projections have 
been revised downward with respect to when housing starts will approach the “1.5 million starts” number not 
expected until 2016. 
 
 While that is possible, I think that may be too soon without major legislative action on corporate 
profits taxes.  My question remains what is going to happen structurally in the economy to change the 
conditions that would lead to a true breakout in housing or any part of the economy for that matter? 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
2
 As well, year to date the exports for lumber, plywood and logs are up relative to 2013. 

3
 (July through September) 

4
 You can track precipitation conditions at the website listed below.  Gives 30, 60, and 90-day priors as well as forecasts.  

http://water.weather.gov/precip/  

http://water.weather.gov/precip/
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Rare Frog Found Only in Mississippi Restricts Tree Farm in Louisiana5 
 By Richard W. Goeken*  
 

In response to litigation brought by an activist group in 2001, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(“FWS”) listed the Mississippi Gopher Frog (the “Frog”) under the Endangered Species Act (“ESA”).  At that 
time, FWS was also supposed to have designated habitat critical to the species’ survival and recovery, but 
did not do so.  Six years after the listing, another lawsuit was brought to compel the FWS to designate 
critical habitat for the Frog.  In settling the lawsuit, FWS agreed to issue a proposal for public comment 
identifying critical habitat for the Frog.  In proposing habitat for a species, the FWS is required by the ESA to 
use the best scientific data available and take into consideration the economic, national security and any 
other relevant impacts.  All of the habitat designated as critical by the FWS’s proposal was located in 
Mississippi, which was unsurprising given that, of the approximately 100 adult Frogs that remain in the wild, 
all live in Mississippi.   

 
Six scientists familiar with the Frog conducted a formal review of the FWS’s proposal and concluded 

that the amount of habitat designated was insufficient to conserve the species.  One scientist suggested 
adding approximately 1,500 acres of a privately-owned tree farm in Louisiana to the critical habitat because 
it contained two “historical Frog breeding sites,” although no Frogs were currently located there and none 
had been seen there since the 1960s.  In response to these and other comments, the FWS revised its 
proposed rule and issued a new designation of additional critical habitat in Mississippi and, this time, 
included the 1,500 acres of the Louisiana tree farm where the Frog’s historical breeding sites were located.  
As it was required to do, the FWS considered the economic impact of the critical habitat designation on the 
tree farm and concluded that under one likely scenario the owners of the tree farm would be unable to 
develop at least 60% of the 1,500 acres, at a present value cost of $20.4 million and under another likely 
scenario no development of the acreage would be allowed at a cost of $33.9 million. 

 
In June 2012, the FWS finalized critical habitat for the Frog, designating a total of 6,477 acres, 

including all of the 1,500 acres of the Louisiana tree farm containing the historic breeding site of the Frog 
(which had been now been re-named the “Dusky Gopher Frog,” to replace its original name, the “Mississippi 
Gopher Frog”).   The FWS concluded that inclusion of the tree farm acreage was necessary to prevent the 
extinction of the Frog, even though, as noted, no Frogs were currently located on the property nor had any 
Frogs been seen there in 50 years.   

 
The owners of the tree farm brought a lawsuit seeking to overturn the inclusion of their property 

within the area of critical habitat and raised a wide range of legal theories, including that:  (1) the FWS had 
no power under the ESA to include habitat that was not actually occupied by Frogs, and (2) the FWS’s 
economic analysis was incorrect given that all of the potentially high losses were borne exclusively by 
plaintiffs’ private property.  In assessing these points, the court characterized the FWS’s designation of 
critical habitat for the Frog as “remarkably intrusive,” “overreaching,” and “insensitive to private property.”  
Yet, the court also reluctantly concluded that the ESA authorized the FWS to take the actions it had in 
designating critical habitat.   

 
 

                                                           
5
 This article originally appeared in “Forest Landowner” magazine, November/December 2014 edition and is reprinted with the 

permission of the author. 
 

* Mr. Goeken is a partner in the Washington, D.C. office of Smith, Currie & Hancock LLP, where he advises the forest products 

industry and timber landowners with respect to environmental law, dealings with federal regulatory agencies, biomass energy, 
and Fifth Amendment taking claims.  This update is for general, informational purposes only, does not contain legal opinions 
applicable to any specific situation and should not be used as a substitute for obtaining personal legal advice.  Mr. Goeken can be 
reached at (202) 452-2140 and RWgoeken@smithcurrie.com. 
 

mailto:RWgoeken@smithcurrie.com
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Although this result is extraordinarily harsh, it demonstrates that not only the protection of individual 

members of a species listed under the ESA, but also the protection afforded to the species’ critical habitat, 
can adversely impact private landowners.  Several bills that would amend the ESA were passed by the 
House Resources Committee this year, but are thought to be unlikely to be signed into law.     

  
A potential silver lining is that the Fifth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution requires the payment of 

“just compensation” when private property is taken for a public benefit, such as for the protection of 
endangered species.  Plaintiffs who prevail on such claims are not only entitled to recover the amount by 
which the value of their property is reduced, but also interest from the date of the taking, as well as 
attorney’s fees.    

 

Christmas Gift Ideas 
 
Okay, a couple of years ago I listed some gift ideas for the forest landowner or gardener.  Here’s the list 
again, and I’ve thought of a few more.  There are some small and big budget items.  It’s fun to think of 
things we could use!   
 
Backpack Sprayer   GPS   Diameter Tape  Rain Gauge 
Tree Growth Bands    Chainsaw  Compass   Prism 
Compost Bin    Soil Probe  Dibble    Ground Blind 
Small Greenhouse   Machete  Leaf Vac   Binoculars 
Pruning Tools    Soaker Hose  Game Camera  Golf Cart 
Paint for Refreshing Boundary Lines    Hog Trap   Beaver Trap 
Field Guides for Trees, Wildlife, Birds, etc.   Medical Kit   Posted Signs 
Framed Aerial Photos or Book of Photos   Wood Duck Boxes  Bluebird Boxes 
 

Feral Hog Survey 
 
Thanks to all who have participated in the feral hog survey.  Dr. Shaun Tanger, LSU AgCenter forest 
economist, is conducting the survey to determine how widespread the damage is and put some economic 
value on the damage. 
 
It is estimated that feral swine in the United States cause more than $1.5 billion in damages and control 
costs each year, according to figures from the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 
 
Estimates from the USDA show wild hogs in at least 35 states, with the largest populations in California, 
Florida, Oklahoma and Texas. 
 
Tanger said the results of his study will not only provide some economic figures for feral hog damage, but 
could also help in bringing the problem to the attention of government officials in ways that may affect 
policy. 
 

Events, Thoughts and Tidbits 
 
***The Ark-La-Tex Forestry Forum is set for Thursday, March 5, 2015 once again at the Holiday Inn 
Financial Plaza in Shreveport.  Register by March 2nd for $20 (see details on next page). 
 
***If you have a private pesticide applicator’s card that is about to expire, check with your parish Extension 
office.  We will have several recertification meetings coming up in February and March. 
 
***If you’re interested, “Tax Tips for Forest Landowners for the 2014 Tax Year” is available at 
www.lsuagcenter.com/en/our_offices/parishes/bossier/, then click on Forestry/Wildlife. 

http://www.lsuagcenter.com/en/our_offices/parishes/bossier/


6 
 

 
***While hunting the other day, I had some deer walk right up behind my stand.  They were directly behind 
me and I couldn’t turn to see them.  I was in a small lean-to stand, so the tree blocked me, and as far as I 
could strain my neck, I couldn’t see them.  I was afraid I’d fall if I tried to stand up and turn around.  I thought 
that if I only had a mirror, I could at least see what they were.  I finally got a glimpse at one of them, which 
was a doe.  There were at least two more, but they were behind and up under me, so I could never stretch 
enough to see those.  After I got back to the house, I thought about my phone.  I could’ve just turned on the 
camera to the reverse view and looked at them!!  Remember that, the next time a deer is right behind you! 
 
***There always seems to be some new pest or problem in our area killing or damaging yard trees.  I 
maintain a list of the most common yard tree problems I am seeing in northwest Louisiana.  This “Top Ten 
Yard Tree Problems” list can be found on the Bossier Parish AgCenter’s website at 
www.lsuagcenter.com/en/our_offices/parishes/bossier/, then click on Forestry/Wildlife.  You will see good 
pictures and descriptions of these common problems. 
 
***I cut open a persimmon seed a while back and the kernel looked like a spoon.  According to the 
Almanac, a spoon-shaped kernel means we’ll be shoveling snow.  A fork-shaped kernel means we’ll have a 
mild winter, and a knife-shaped kernel means we’ll be “cut” by an icy, windy winter.  We’ll see how accurate 
my persimmon is … I do have the shovel ready in case of a White Christmas! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 

  

              
      Ricky Kilpatrick 
      Area Forestry Agent 
 
 
 
 
 
It is the policy of the Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service that no person shall be subjected to discrimination on 
the grounds of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, or disability.  If you have a disability which requires 
special assistance for your participation in a meeting, please contact the Bossier Parish Extension Office at (318) 965-
2326 three days prior to the meeting. 
 

 Merry Christmas and Happy New 

Year to you and your family! 

http://www.lsuagcenter.com/en/our_offices/parishes/bossier/
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31ST ANNUAL ARK-LA-TEX FORESTRY FORUM 
THURSDAY, MARCH 5, 2015 

8:30 A.M. TO 3:00 P.M. 
  
  

HOLIDAY INN FINANCIAL PLAZA 
5555 FINANCIAL PLAZA 

SHREVEPORT, LA 
  
   
The program is currently being planned and speakers are being contacted.  Planned topics include: 
  

 Sustainability on private forest lands 

 Current tree pest problems in our area 

 Available mills and markets 

 Drones for forestry 

 State, regional and national forestry issues 

 And others 
 

Door prizes will be given by several exhibitors. 
  
Come and enjoy an excellent forestry meeting, great lunch and the fellowship of others interested in 
forestry.  If you pre-register by March 2nd, the fee is $20.  After that date or at the door, registration will be 
$30.  Your fee includes lunch and a copy of program proceedings. 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

ARK-LA-TEX FORESTRY FORUM 
MARCH 5, 2015 

 
  
Name ______________________________________________ Phone __________________________ 
  
Company/Organization_________________________________________________________________ 
  
Mailing Address_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
City _________________________________________ State __________ Zip Code _______________ 
   
This form may be duplicated.  If more than one person shall be registered, please include names 
and addresses of the additional people. 
 
  
 ______ Number of people registered @ $20 per person ($30 after March 2nd) 
  
 ______ Amount enclosed 
  
   
 
Make check payable and mail to: ARK-LA-TEX FORESTRY FORUM 
     P O Box 370 
     Benton, LA  71006-0370 
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