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Events 
 
RRRS presents latest in ag at field day 
 
The LSU AgCenter Red River Research Station showed how it serves the agricultural 
needs of northwest Louisiana at its annual field day on June 16. 

 
The primary crops 
being researched 
are cotton, 
soybeans and corn. 
Research on these 
crops includes 
variety evaluation, 
insect pest 
management and 
breeding. The 
horticultural 
research is focused 
on the production 
of greenhouse 
tomatoes.  
 
Variety evaluations 
are conducted 

annually on wheat, oats, corn, sorghum, cotton and soybeans. These trials provide 
farmers the information they need for growing these crops successfully in northwest 
Louisiana. “These tests are completely unbiased,” said Jim Hayes, LSU AgCenter 
research associate. “We invite companies to submit varieties well adapted to the 
Louisiana growing environment.” 

 
 
 
 

Jim Hayes explains how variety trials are conducted . 



 
“A good complement of disciplines are involved with soybeans here,” said Dr. Blair 
Buckley, LSU AgCenter soybean breeder.  His long-term study is focused on trying to 
breed for disease resistance, mainly cercospera leaf blight “which causes a lot of loss here 
in the state,” Buckley said. “We have 37 F5 (fifth generation) lines that we’ll be able to 
combine for the first time.” 
 
Dr. Boyd Padgett, LSU AgCenter plant pathologist, said there is no Asian soybean rust in 
the United States right now.  
 
The best defense against plant disease is to choose disease and stress-resistant varieties, 
he explained. 
 
In his studies on various corn fungicides, yields varied by variety and location and no 
consistent benefits were associated with a fungicide application. Padgett said right now 
he is not recommending blanket application; only on a field by field basis. Decisions 
should be based on genetic resistance of the variety, presence of disease and prevailing 
environmental conditions, Padgett said. 
 
Steve Micinski, LSU AgCenter entomologist, explained a trial to see if there is a benefit 
of over-the-top sprays following preventative insecticide applications for early season 
thrips control in cotton. “If you are going to make an application over the top for thrips 
early on, you want to do it at the one- to two-leaf stage,” he said. 
 
Micinski said bollworms cannot totally be ignored, as they are having problems with 
them in soybeans in Arkansas. He said there were high populations last year at the 
station. “We are on track to equal or beat the high of last year. We could end up with 
tremendous pressure when the bollworms start to leave corn and move to cotton,” he said. 

The greenhouse tomato project is conducted by Dr. Hanna Hanna, who studies varieties 
for yield, fruit weight, quality and shelf life. A good variety is the recipe for success, 
Hanna said. 

Hanna suggested growers try a soil-less media, perlite, which he has been recycling for 
14 years.  

Hanna called bumblebee pollination, inverted gutters, harvesting rainwater and grafting 
tomatoes major innovations in growing greenhouse tomatoes. He said the future is 
growing under light-emitting diodes.  

Dr. Bobby Golden, one of the new faculty members at the station, said he is doing 
research on micronutrients, primarily zinc. His sweet sorghum trial is looking at the plant 
as a biofuel. “Sweet sorghum planted late is very susceptible to cinch bug population,” he 
said. 
 
 



Gill visits Shreveport community gardens  
 
“I could just say this and 
finish. Pull ‘em,” said LSU 
AgCenter horticulturist Dan 
Gill, speaking about weeds 
on a recent progressive tour 
of community gardens. 

“The most important part of 
weeding is doing it,” Gill told 
those gathered at the 
Highland Community 
Garden. “Frequently and 
persistently.”  

Gill said the best defense to 
keep weed seeds from germinating is mulch, which blocks light. “Seeds cannot sprout 
and grow unless they see the light,” he said. 

“A common mistake in mulching is we’re too stingy,” Gill said, suggesting maintaining 
mulch two inches thick.  

“Any mulch is better than no mulch. Leaves are one of the best materials,” Gill said. 
“Pine straw is a superb mulch.” 

Newspaper is a superb organic mulch, he added. “For appearance sake, put leaves on 
top,” Gill said. 

Weeds complete for water, Gill explained, discussed watering at the Valencia Park Stoner 
Hill Community Garden. 

“Plants absorb water through their root system,” he explained. “Plants drink water 
continuously.”  

The first sign that a plant is not receiving enough water is wilting, Gill said. Roots can 
also drown or suffocate. “You have to walk a line between the extremes,” he said. “You 
can over-water by watering every day too generously.” 

Gill said gardeners may water anytime during the day, but at noon evaporation is high 
and evening watering prolongs leaf wetness which encourages disease. 

Using a hose is the least efficient and desirable way to water, Gill said. “Use deep, 
thorough waterings. You want soil to be damp six inches down.” 

Dan Gill makes comments on the Valencia garden. 



He said he loves soaker hoses and using three-gallon containers with ice pick-sized holes 
in them placed on the ground. 

Gill is also not a fan of automatic timers because they still go off after a rain.  

Gill said there is always something to learn and do in gardening. “You meet new people,” 
he said. “You must find somebody you can whine to about failure, but failure adds to the 
challenge.” 

In community gardening, “keep your eye out for the best bed and spy on that person,” 
Gill said with a laugh at the Highland garden. 

 “I want to commend people working on this garden,” Gill said. “It’s well maintained.” 

 Don’t forget you can always get more help for your garden from the LSU AgCenter, he 
said. 

Cattleman’s meeting July 15 in DeSoto 
 
A cattleman’s meeting will be held Thursday, July 15 at 6 p.m. at the DeSoto Parish 
Extension Office, focusing on forage production. 
 
Dr. Ron Strahan will discuss weed control in pastures and hay fields, brush management 
and fence line spraying. 
 
Dr. Ed. Twidwell will speak on Best Management Practices for hay production and 
suggestions for planting winter annuals. 
 
Call the DeSoto Extension Office at 318-872-0533 if you would like to attend so that 
they can plan the correct number of meals. 
 

4-H 
 
4-H University winners named  
 
Hundreds of Louisiana youth took home honors as state contest winners and alternates 
during the 96th annual 4-H University June 22-25 on the LSU campus. 
 
All together nearly 1,550 4-H’ers participated in the event, which is the culmination of a 
year of activities in the LSU AgCenter’s 4-H youth development program. 
 



Competition came in 
areas ranging from 
agricultural 
demonstrations to 
wildlife habitat judging 
and from career 
preparation to consumer 
decision-making.  
 
Other events were 
noncompetitive, such as 
Clover College, which 
included activities 
ranging from learning 
about seafood to 
robotics.  
 

Other programs offered included fashion design, understanding the legislative process, 
participating in service programs and learning about Louisiana’s unique environment. 
 
In addition to the contests and educational sessions, 4-H’ers elected state 4-H Executive 
Committee officers and 14 regional representatives. Another four were honored as 2010-
2011 delegates to the National 4-H Conference. 
 
“Louisiana 4-H is a unique educational program made up of outstanding young people 
from across our state,” said LSU AgCenter Vice Chancellor Paul Coreil. “We’re glad to 
provide high school students with an opportunity to visit the state’s flagship university, 
meet new people from all 64 parishes and test their knowledge and skills in a wide 
variety of subject matter areas important to Louisiana’s future workforce – all while 
having fun.” 
 

Most of the first-place or 
state winners in more 
than 40 different contests 
were awarded 
educational trips or 
opportunities to compete 
in regional or national 
events. 
 
The Louisiana 4-H 
officers elected were 
Gabe Stelly, St. Landry 
Parish, president; 
Jonathan Thibeaux, 
Lafayette Parish, vice 

Participants in the  seafood track from Northwest Louisiana are, 
from left, John Cummings, Emma Hollenshead, Gretche n Shaver, 
Rayshun Brisker, Mary Bush and Patrick Modisette. 

Sabine Parish 4-H’ers gather for a group photo 



president; Victoria Arnold, Sabine Parish, secretary/treasurer; Katelyn Dane Chargois, 
Calcasieu Parish, historian/reporter; and Hailey Johnson, Acadia Parish, parliamentarian. 
 
Other members of the Louisiana 4-H Executive Committee, who also were elected to 
represent the northwest region of the state, were Daniel McFarland, Caddo Parish, and 
Leah Ann Brown, DeSoto Parish. 
 
In the 4-H University contests, the top two finishers – listed as state winners and first 
alternates – from the Northwest Region were: 
 
Fashion Review/Special Occasion – State winner: Lincoln Pearce, Sabine Parish. 
  
Forestry Study – State winner: Megan Farmer, Sabine Parish. 
 
Nutrition Illustrated Talk – State winner: Mikaela Carender, Webster Parish. 
 
Outdoor Skills (Team) – State winners: Peter Ashley, Emily Fulton and Mark Touchton, 
DeSoto Parish.  
 
Wildlife Habitat Judging – State winner: Julie Barrios, Sabine Parish. 

 
Chesapeake Energy sponsors 4-H Camp scholarships 
 
Sixty youth have gotten to experience 4-H Camp through the efforts of Chesapeake 
Energy scholarships. 
  

These scholarships provide funding 
which enables campers from an 
underprivileged, at-risk or low-income 
household to attend 2010 Summer Camp 
at Grant Walker 4-H Educational Center, 
said Eric Eskew, executive director of the 
Louisiana 4-H Foundation.  
 
Chesapeake also provided 60 
scholarships last year. The recipients are 
from Caddo, Sabine, Red River, Webster, 
DeSoto and Bossier parishes.  
 
Chesapeake has also been a sponsor of 
the Discovering Tomorrow’s Leaders 

awards in Caddo, Bossier, DeSoto, Sabine and Red River, recognizing 38 4-H’ers at 
banquets, where 10 received a laptop from a random drawing.  
 
4-H Camp, an educational program of the LSU AgCenter, strives to develop a variety  

Local 4 -H’ers thank Chesapeake’s Katie 
McCullin and Jennifer Voisin.  



of life skills related to head, heart, hands and health at a one-week summer camp. Each 
summer, approximately 5,000 youth in fourth through sixth grade from all 64 parishes 
attend the camp located near Pollock.   
 
Eskew said a major part of camp is for the youth to learn to appreciate cultures from all 
over the state. 
 
Chesapeake’s Katie McCullin and Jennifer Voisin toured the camp on June 10 when 425 
campers from Caddo, Red River, East Baton Rouge, St. Bernard, Jefferson, Livingston, 
Orleans and Plaquemines were there. Educational tracks they viewed or learned about 
included archery, canoeing, ATV safety, arts and crafts, drama, swimming, tubing, 
fishing, shooting skills, food and nutrition, gardening, dancing, and science, engineering 
and technology. 
 
Campers were making boats out of natural materials and learning about wetlands. They 
were learning what insects eat and demonstrating a praying mantis themselves with their 
mouths and Skittles. They put on a Goldilocks play and had made masks and fake blood 
in drama class the previous day. 
 
Demestria Huglon, in her first year at camp, said she has enjoyed the Greek theater, meal 
call and the talent show. She celebrated her 12th birthday June 9 with singing. “I made a 
lot of new friends,” said Demestria. “I got to go swimming, tubing and do archery.” 
 
Demestria completed fifth grade at Atkins Elementary in Shreveport and has served as a 
photographer in her 4-H club.  “We can be president, reporter or treasurer,” she said. “We 
go to different schools and places.” 
 
Briana Davis of Caddo Parish was showing off her white band that means she can go in 
the deep end of the pool. “I learned how to swim and passed the test,” she said. 
 
“We embrace opportunities to devote resources to organizations that positively impact 
the education and character of children residing in the Haynesville Shale area,” said 
Kevin McCotter, Chesapeake’s senior director of corporate development, Haynesville 
Shale. “At Chesapeake, our sense of corporate responsibility runs deeply through the 
communities in which we invest, work and live. We are especially pleased to assist 4-H’s 
Camp Grant Walker, which does a remarkable job offering children throughout the state a 
multi-faceted educational experience in a traditional summer camp setting.” 

If you or your business is interested in making a difference for 4-H youth, contact the 
Louisiana 4-H Foundation at (225) 578-1172 or www.la4hfoundation.org. 

4-H Day at the Capitol attracts record crowd 

The ninth annual 4-H Day at the Capitol was held on June 2. 



Red River Parish 4-H was among those attending, with 26 4-Her’s. The 2010 event was 
the largest ever with a 1,445 participants--1,102 4-H members and 343 adults.  

The legislators provided tours 
and educational programs to 
the parish groups.  

State 4-H officers and LSU 
AgCenter administrators were 
introduced to the Senate and 
House for the afternoon 
sessions. State 4-H President 
Brandon Guillory was able to 
speak to the House during its 
session about the Louisiana 4-
H program and received a 
standing ovation for his 
presentation.  

McFarland in Young Ag Producers Program 
 
Caddo Parish’s Daniel McFarland is among 14 young people from around Louisiana 
selected for the LSU AgCenter’s Louisiana Young Ag Producers Program, according to 
program coordinator Bradley Leger.  
 
The program is a one-year, intensive classroom and hands-on, mentor-based experience 
to introduce high school juniors and seniors to careers in food and fiber production and to 
encourage them to consider agriculture as a career, Leger said.  
 
Industry groups are concerned about the declining number of farmers in Louisiana and 
the nation according to Dr. Paul Coreil, LSU AgCenter vice chancellor and director of the 
Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service. 
 
“As the average age of Louisiana farmers continues to increase and the number of 
farmers decreases, we need to take definitive actions and implement mentoring and 
leadership programs that can help reverse this trend and assure society has a safe, 
plentiful and secure food and fiber supply into the future,” Coreil said. “We think the 
initiative will help recruit and retain new farmers and new agricultural leaders from 
Louisiana high schools.” 
 
The students have a wide range of production interests, which include beef, rice, forestry, 
sugarcane, cotton, equine and specialty crops, Leger said.  
 
 “We had a great pool of highly qualified candidates from which to choose,” Leger said. 
“And we are confident these young agriculturists will have a great impact on the future of 
our state’s agricultural industry.”   

Red River Parish 4-H’ers gather on the Capitol step s. 



 
The program will provide knowledge and resources that ultimately will lead them to 
entering their choice of an agricultural production enterprise, he added.  
 
To be considered for the program, candidates must have demonstrated a sincere interest 
in entering the profession, agree to attend summer institutes in 2010 and 2011 and 
complete a project along with participating in 50 internship hours with a qualified mentor 
during the 2010-2011 school term.  The 2010 summer institute will be held July 19-23 on 
the LSU campus in Baton Rouge.   
 
In addition to the LSU AgCenter, program sponsors include the Louisiana Farm Bureau 
Federation and the Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry. 
 
Natchitoches holds awards program 
   
Natchitoches Parish held its 4-H Awards Banquet in June to recognize outstanding youth 
and adult volunteers for service and commitment to the youth development program.   
 
More than 30 youth received the Natchitoches Parish 4-H Standard of Excellence Award.  
To qualify, youth must complete a 4-H project book and portfolio as well as participate in 
a combined minimum of seven local, district and state 4-H activities.   
 
“Since its inception, the parish excellence award has been well received by youth and has 
served as a great motivating factor for youth to get involved.  They get to be recognized 
for all their hard work,” said 4-H Agent and Parish Chair Gwen Fontenot.   
 

Adriana Wohletz, a graduate of Lakeview High School, was the recipient of a $2,500 
Scott Truck and Tractor scholarship.  She plans on attending Northwestern State 
University in the fall.  
 

Adria na Wohletz with Gwen 
Fontenot 

Brittney Wells with Fontenot 

Fredda Burns, Fontenot and 
Steve Roberts       



Brittney Wells, a junior at Natchitoches Central High School, was awarded the State 4-H 
Key Club Award for outstanding club and leadership work.   
 
Three junior 4-H members received the State 4-H Standard of Excellence Award: Ruth 
Mertens, Leneigh Hennigan and Joshua Page. 
 
Adult Volunteers of the Year were Fredda Burns and Steve Roberts. 
 
4-H Club Leaders of the Year were Laura Strahan, leader at St. Mary’s, and Becky 
Morgan, leader at Goldonna.  
 
Taylor Roberts was recognized for the State 4-H 6th Grade Achievement Award in 
Record and Project Books.   
 

Employees 

Newsletter receives honorable mention 

The Northwest Region newsletter, which received first place in the Louisiana Press 
Women communications contest, advanced to the national competition and received an 
honorable mention. Mary Ann Van Osdell, editor, also won second place in speeches in 
the national competition. 

Fond farewell 

Dr. Eddie Millhollon, who has worked on water quality research and the constructed 
wetlands at the Red River Research Station, is retiring from the LSU AgCenter. 

   
   

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  


