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This is a supplemental edition to address a couple of points brought to my attention by phone 

calls last week.  I could not squeeze them into the regular edition and no photographs are used 

here. 

 

The first topic is volunteer rice. There is a lot of rice in fields not intended to be in rice 

production this year.  This is an invitation to disaster.  We already have documented enough 

cases of Newpath resistant rice to fill a notebook and do not need any more added to it.  The 

“volunteer” rice is of two origins.  One is rice stubble that survived the very mild winter.  The 

other is seedling rice coming up from seeds that were not harvested and survived in the soil.  

Reports are that some of the stubble rice is already heading.  All of this rice, regardless of source, 

should be destroyed to prevent seed formation and the consequent shattering.  It is always better 

to assume this is herbicide resistant or at least some of the plants are herbicide resistant than to 

ignore the problem until you try to grow rice in the field.  It will be too late then. 

 

The next topic is topdressing rice.  I have had calls from some folks who reported their rice was 

beginning to show symptoms of nitrogen deficiency, but was not yet at green ring – internode 

elongation.  They wanted to know if they should fertilize now or wait until green ring.  The short 

answer is fertilize now.  If a plant exhibits nutrient deficiency symptoms and it is not caused by 

damage to the root system or some other complicating factor like salt water or herbicide drift, 

then fertilize it.  The point about green ring is that topdressing should be done by green ring not 

that it should be delayed until green ring.  Earlier is better than later in this situation.  The 

exception is the topdressing of hybrid rice varieties which is often a little later than the 

conventional varieties. 

 

Dr. Webster indicated the species name of Jungle Rice is colona not colonum.  He is correct.  As 

my late plant taxonomy professor once said, “There is only one correct scientific name per 

plant.”  The problem is that many times names are changed or revised.  Back a lifetime ago I 

learned Jungle Rice as Echinochloa colonum and that name can still be found in older references.  

At some point later on plant taxonomists decided all species names should have an ending that 

agreed with the genus name.  So they changed colonum to colona to satisfy that rule.  Some 

changes are even more significant than that.  For example, I learned the scientific name of 

Broadleaf Signalgrass as Brachiaria platyphylla.  If you read the last issue of the Rice Station 

newsletter Dr. Webster mentions that the name has been changed to Urochloa platyphylla.  I did 

not even know of the change until a couple of years ago. 

 

Years ago when teaching in a formal setting I often got on my soap box about some topic.  After 

a few minutes I would realize I was off topic and tell the class, “That was free information. The 

rest of the stuff they were paying for.”  Well, the last paragraph was free information. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


