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Introduction


Subsurface drip irrigation is the application of drip irrigation technology below the ground surface. Drip or trickle irrigation is defined as an irrigation practice where water is dispensed one drop at a time at the desired location. This technology has been available for many years and recently (within the last 15 years) has been promoted for application in humid areas.  Some of the characteristics associated with implementation and management of drip irrigation systems or subsurface drip irrigation systems are similar whether the system is being used in a humid or arid condition.  However, there are some considerations that are somewhat unique where precipitation is a major factor.


The following documents outline the primary steps and situations that should be considered for the Site Selection, Design, Installation and Management of subsurface drip irrigation systems in humid areas.  Each document provides useful information for extension agents, consultants, and other individuals who are interested in subsurface drip irrigation systems. These resource materials are not designed to replace the extensive literature already available for drip irrigation and subsurface drip irrigation. However, understanding those characteristics that are impacted by humid area conditions are necessary to achieve the greatest benefit from the technology.

One additional product that was developed through this effort was a resource CD for subsurface drip irrigation.  This reference source was developed with input from available web-accessible documents and other books and papers on subsurface drip irrigation.  A copy of this CD can be obtained by contacting the lead author. 
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Although subsurface drip irrigation is relatively new for the humid region, research and application papers are available on a variety of topics. These resource materials add to the body of knowledge and provide results on many specific areas of interest.
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