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News/Events 

LSU AgCenter chancellor explains proposed budget cuts   

Dr. Bill Richardson, LSU AgCenter chancellor, submitted a proposed 2011-2012 budget 
that includes a 23 percent reduction that will impact programs and jobs. 

Dr. John Lombardi, LSU System president, asked each campus within the LSU System to 
prepare its budget for 2011-2012 with the reduction. The proposals can be found at 
www.lsusystem.edu. 

This proposed budget would take effect July 1, 2011. 

Adding in projected unfunded mandates, the total cut to the LSU AgCenter is 
approximately $19 million, Richardson said. This request comes as the remaining $300 
million federal stimulus funding for higher education will expire at the end of the next 
fiscal year, he explained. 

“To absorb cuts of this magnitude will require drastic action,” Richardson said, “and will 
affect our ability to deliver vital research and extension programs to the state.”  

Richardson will gave a preliminary report to the LSU Board of Supervisors on July 16.  
He did not report specific cuts, but anticipates 211 layoffs statewide.  

One hundred employees accepted retirement proposals over the last year, he said. 

The most recent proposed cuts will amount to a 40 percent reduction to the LSU 
AgCenter over the last three years, Richardson said. There are no contingency funds left 
in the AgCenter, he added. 
  

 
 
 
 



Unlike most institutions of higher learning, the LSU AgCenter does not receive tuition 
from students, Richardson explained. “The number of things we can raise revenue on is 
pretty small.” 
 
Dr. Patrick Colyer, Northwest regional director for the LSU AgCenter, identified a few of 
the programs offered in the 12 parishes he supervises. Those include three agricultural 
research stations, a greenhouse tomato program, 4-H, the Master Gardener program and 
various nutrition, parenting and financial classes. 
 
Next Lunch and Ag Discovery Aug. 31 
 
Weed Control for Lawns is the subject of the next Lunch and Ag Discovery to be held at 
the Red River Research Station on Tuesday, Aug. 31 at noon. 
 
Speaker is Chuck Griffin, LSU AgCenter agent. 
 
Bienville Parish teachers empowered to teach financial planning 
  
With personal bankruptcies and credit card debt increasing while retirement savings are 
decreasing among Americans, the need to teach financial literacy in the nation’s high 
schools is critical.   

 
Eleven teachers in Bienville Parish 
took advantage of the opportunity to 
participate in the High School 
Financial Planning Program (HSFPP) 
teacher in-service taught by Diane 
Uzzle, financial resource management 
agent, LSU AgCenter.  Guest speaker 
included Princeton Williams, senior 
economic education specialist, Public 
Affairs Department, Federal Reserve 
Bank of Dallas. 
 
For teachers, the challenge is to 

provide instruction on a topic that traditionally has not been included in the nation’s high 
school curricula.  Finding, obtaining and integrating free, noncommercial and high-
quality classroom materials about personal finance can be difficult and time-consuming, 
Uzzle said.  Also, some teachers may have only limited knowledge of personal finance 
issues. 
 
For high school students, the challenge is to reverse startling statistics such as these: 
• Fewer than half of teens participating in a recent survey understood how to 
budget. 
• Entering college freshmen have an average debt of $1,500 on personal credit 
cards. 



• Americans under age 25 are filing for bankruptcy faster than any other age group. 
 
The LSU AgCenter partnered with the Bienville Parish School Board and the National 
Endowment for Financial Education to offer a solution which offered: 
 
• A program correlated to all state standards and all relevant national standards 
• A step-by-step teaching plan and detailed materials list that teachers can use in the 
classroom 
• Dynamic PowerPoint presentation visuals 
• Discussion questions and activities that promote critical thinking 
• A website portal that caters individually to the needs of students, teachers, parents 
and the general public 
• 6 CLUs (a Professional Education Semester Credit) 
 • Stipend for participation, lunch and refreshments 
 
The success of this financial education effort, however, depends on having trained 
teachers and professionals to teach the curriculum. That is why the LSU AgCenter offers 
teacher training programs for the HSFPP, Uzzle said.  
 
The step-by-step teaching plans make it easy for any teacher to pick up the book and 
immediately start using it.  The LSU AgCenter is dedicated to the constant growth of this 
program and its value to students, teachers and parents. Independent evaluations of the 
program conducted have shown that the HSFPP produces significant improvement in 
financial knowledge, confidence and behavior among teens who have completed the 
program, Uzzle said. 
 
Forestry meeting set in Arcadia 
 
Wayne Roberts, forester with the U.S. Department of Agriculture Natural Resources 
Conservation Service, will discuss federal programs that are available for landowners to 
take advantage of in forestry and wildlife management. 
 
The meeting will be from 5:30 to 7 p.m. on Thursday, Aug. 12, at the Bienville Parish 
Extension Office, 2710 S. Maple St. in Arcadia.   
 
Hanna headed to Trinidad for presentation 
 
Dr. Hanna Hanna will be giving three talks about greenhouse tomatoes in Trinidad Aug. 
9-12 at the Agricultural Extension Officers’ Training Greenhouse Technology. 
 

4-H 

Louisiana places third at National 4-H Shooting Sports Invitational 

Louisiana placed third in the country in the National 4-H Shooting Sports Invitational 
held in Kerrville, Texas, June 29-July 2. 



Each day’s competition has a point assignment, and the state with the most points wins 
sweepstakes, said Mindy Kile, LSU AgCenter assistant extension agent. “Louisiana got 
third place team out of the whole nation. This is the first year we have placed in 
sweepstakes.”  
 
Daily results follow: 

Small-bore Rifle, Silhouettes: ninth, John Newman, Jackson; and first place team. 

Small-bore pistol, Slowfire Bullseye: first, individual, Nicholas Garcie, Jackson; third 
place team. 

Muzzle-loader, 50 Yard Bullseye: ninth individual, Allison Newman, Jackson; fourth 
place team. 

Air Pistol, Slow Fire Bullseye: sixth, Bryar Barton, Winn; third place team. 

Air Pistol, Silhouettes: eighth, Bryar Barton, Winn; first place team. 

Muzzle-loader, Bottles & Haffner: second individual, Allison Newman, Jackson; fourth 
place team. 

Small-bore Pistol, Hunter Pistol Silhouette: tenth place individual, Thomas Horne, Winn.  

Small-bore rifle, CMP: fifth individual, John Newman, Jackson; fifth place team. 

Small-bore Pistol, Camp Perry Round: sixth individual, Thomas Horne, Winn; ninth, 
Nicholas Garcie, Jackson. 

Air Pistol: ninth, Bryar Barton, Winn; second place team. 

Air Pistol: fifth, Bryar Barton, Winn; first place team. 

Muzzle-loader: fourth individual, Allison Newman, Jackson. 

Small-bore pistol: seventh individual, Nicholas Garcie, Jackson; ninth, Thomas Horne, 
Winn. 

Small-bore rifle: ninth, John Newman, Jackson; third place team. 

Peter Ashley, DeSoto, was on the Hunting Skills team and Kyle Davis, Bienville, was on 
the Shotgun team. 

Representing Muzzle-loading were Mark Allen Touchton, DeSoto; Allison Newman, 
Jackson; and Colton Madden, Bossier. 



Bryar Barton, Winn was on the Air Pistol team. 

Will Breedlove and Nicholas Garcie, both of Jackson, and Thomas Horne, Winn, were on 
the Small-bore Pistol team. 

Tech Coach Weatherspoon speaks to 4-H Celebrate Girls   

Don’t lose a dream by hanging out 
with the wrong friends, Coach 
Teresa Weatherspoon told Celebrate 
Girls, a club for sixth through 
eighth graders offered through the 
4-H program in Lincoln Parish. 

The Lady Techsters coach, Tech 
graduate and Olympian spoke July 
16, the last day of the event.  

Cathy Judd, LSU AgCenter agent, 
said the summer camp was slated to 
enhance “mind, body and spirit” 
and to teach self-esteem and how to 

make good choices. 

“I don’t know you, but I love you because you are important,” Weatherspoon began. “I 
am no different than anyone in this room. If there is success before me, I am getting it.” 

Your mental state is important, she said. “You must value who you are. We are all great 
and perfect in your own way. We are all different, but we can learn from each other.” 

She said she was told by a coach in her small town, population 882, that she would not 
make it as a basketball player. When she returned home from Seoul with an Olympic 
gold medal, she knocked on his door at midnight. 

“Get the last laugh,” she said. “You are going to be told no.” 

She shared personal stories of a nephew who was killed in a wreck after he let someone 
drive his car and a brother who could have been a pro athlete, but had drug problems. 

“Think before you do,” Weatherspoon said. “I don’t want any of you to lose your dream 
if you decide to be in a crew that pulls you in the opposite direction. It is OK to be in a 
circle by yourself.” 

Weatherspoon told the girls academics are first and foremost. “Basketball will deflate,” 
she said. 

Margaret Henderson, Weatherspoon, Cathy Judd  



Judd said an advisory team, including one teen, sought the speakers. Topics addressed 
nutrition, hair care and make-up, healthy relationships, organizing and decorating your 
room, teamwork and career choices. 

LSU AgCenter agent Amanda Simmons presented Internet safety. 

The girls had a get-acquainted activity that used a large beach ball with questions on it. 
As they tossed it, they had to answer the question their thumb landed on.  

“I learned respect and how to pick friends,” said Breyana Robinson. 

“Respect yourself and your values,” said Anslea Roberts. 

Jekilra Taylor said she learned she could achieve whatever she wants. “It doesn’t take 
money.” 

Each day began with the Pledge of Allegiance and ended with journal writing. 

Celebrate Girls Camp held in Minden 
 
“Making Choices” was the theme of the Celebrate Girls Day Camp held July 23 at the 
Webster office. 
 
 “Making Choices” included lessons in a variety of areas--nutrition, physical fitness, 
personalities, Internet safety and crafts and hobbies.   
 
Physical activity included line dancing, hopscotch, four square and an action relay race. 
 
Twenty girls attended. 

Natchitoches Parish 4-H’ers in Microsoft video 

A Natchitoches Parish family, including two 4-H’ers, are showcased in a Microsoft 
Office 2010 video on how they integrated technology into their farm. 

 
Abi Yount, 17, is a senior and 
Rena Yount, 14, is a sophomore 
at Lakeview High School. 
  
Their mother, Iris Yount, said she 
learned about the Microsoft 
Office Real Life Stories program 
from the custodian at the school 
where she is music teacher, 
yearbook sponsor and the 
Natchitoches Junior Livestock 

Yount girls with awards  



Committee treasurer. She is also the 4-H club leader at Fairview Alpha Elementary and 
Junior High School. 
 
Yount sent in an application on how she uses Microsoft on their Coushatta farm. She then 
had an interview with personnel from Seattle and told them about the 4-H activities of her 
daughters. 
 
“They were intrigued with the farm,” she said, adding that they asked the girls to 
participate in a teen initiative to review Microsoft 2010. Rena called the software 
“awesome” and Abi used the word amazing. 
 
“It came out of the blue,” Abi said. “2010 has so much more and it is user friendly.” 
 
The Younts were selected from a large pool of applicants, said Krista Ulatowski, 
spokesman for Microsoft. “Microsoft Office had roughly 12,500 applicants over two 
recruiting periods, and they accepted 50 individuals/families.” 
 
The program allowed the Younts to try out the Office 2010 beta and provide feedback to 
the development team, Ulatowski said. 
 
Microsoft visited the farm in April and filmed for 13 hours. “I served them five to six 
gallons of tea,” Yount said. 
 
The family was invited to the Microsoft launch party of the new software on June 15 in 
New York City at the Glass House. “Everything was orange, from the furniture to the M 
&M’s,” Yount said. 
 
The family spent four days in the city and went on a tour in a chauffeured classic 
convertible. 
 
“They want us to continue sharing how we use Office with others,” Yount said. “I don’t 
think there is a farm, no matter what size, that can operate without having knowledge of 
how to deal with technology.” 
 
Yount said the girls’ 4-H projects are like a small version of a farm. “They learn farm 
management from computer data of calves they’ve grown and sold. They developed a 
PowerPoint from their leadership activities.” 
 
The girls feed and milk goats and cows, said their mother. “We keep financial records 
where you can break expenses into categories.” 
 
Both girls have shown grand champion animals. 
 
At the recent parish awards banquet, Rena received the State 4-H 7th/8th Grade 
Achievement Award and Abi was the National Dairy Conference state winner. She is also 
Spanish Club president and a delegate to Girls’ State. 



“It is such an honor to have two fine outstanding girls in the Natchitoches Parish 4-H 
program,” said Gwen Fontenot, LSU AgCenter agent.  “Abi and Rena have exemplified 
all the character traits of a great 4-H member and have truly pledged their head, heart, 
hands and health to a better living for those whom they come in contact. “ 

The video can be viewed at http://www.microsoft.com/showcase/en/us/details/3fcbb3e7-
154a-459b-90b5-62b643e3fee1. 

 JET lands another year 

Another Jurors Empowering Teens session ended with a reception and program on July 
30 at the Bienville Depot Museum.  
 
JET completed its third year as 4-H’ers who are employed by the police jury completed 
their government jobs.  
 
The youth enrichment program employs the students and includes classroom training.  
 
JET not only provides a valuable first employment experience, but also focuses on the 
development of financial management skills and workforce ethics, said Diane Uzzle, 
LSU AgCenter financial resource management agent.  
 
Sewing camp held in Caddo 
 
A sewing camp was held at the Caddo Office July 12-16 culminating with a fashion show 
and luncheon for parents and youth. Agent Lola Boone coordinated. 
 



 
Locals place in 4-H and FFA State Horse Show  
 
Results from the 41st, annual Louisiana 4-H and FFA State Horse Show held July 6-10 
have been released. 

Coordinated by the LSU AgCenter, the event was held at the Ike Hamilton Expo Center. 

“Our horse program in Louisiana is second to none,” said Dwight Landreneau, LSU 
AgCenter associate vice chancellor. “These young people impress me. They know about 
the horse industry in Louisiana.” 

Awards and parishes are: 
 
Senior Division: first, Mitchell Miles, Winn. 
 
Junior Individual Halter: first, Anna Hutlas, Webster; third, Abbie Guin, Webster.  
   
Junior Team Halter: first, Webster, Abbie Guin, Anna Hutlas, Anna Tucker. 
 

 

     
 
Junior Individual Performance: second, Anna Tucker, Webster. 
 

Dwight Landreneau, A nna Hutlas, Abbie Guin, Anna Tucker  



Junior Team Performance: second, Webster, Abbie Guin, Anna Hutlas, Anna Tucker. 
   
High Individual Junior:  first, Anna Hutlas, Webster; fourth, Abbie Guinn, Webster. 
  
High Team Junior: first, Webster, Abbie Guin, Anna Hutus, Anna Tucker. 
 
Senior Team Halter:  fourth, Winn, Mitchell Miles, Alex Barber, Montana Faulk. 
 
Senior Team Performance: fourth, Winn, Mitchell Miles, Alex Barber, Montana Faulk. 
 
High Team Senior: fourth, Winn, Mitchell Miles, Alex Barber, Montana Faulk. 
 
Stake Race, 14 and over: second, Tanya Griffith, Bienville. 
 
Pole Bending, 13 and under: fourth, Genesis Thomas, Caddo. 
 
Pole Bending, 14 and over: first, Alex Sauer, Bossier. 
 
Barrel Racing, 13 and under: fourth, Genesis Thomas, Caddo. 
 
Barrel Racing, 14 and over: fifth, Alex Sauer, Bossier. 
 
Western Pleasure, 13 and under: first, Anna Hutlas, Webster; fourth, Kathryn Jackson, 
Jackson. 
 
Western Pleasure, 14 and over:  third, Savanna Holden, Jackson. 
 
Western Horsemanship, 13 and under: first, Anna Hutlas, Webster; second, Olivia 
Willcox, Bossier; fourth, Abbie Guin, Webster. 
 
Western Pleasure, 13 and under: first, Anna Hutlas, Webster; fourth, Kathryn Jackson, 
Jackson. 
 
Western Pleasure, 14 and over: third, Savanna Holden, Jackson. 
 
Western Horsemanship, 13 and under: first, Anna Hutlas, Webster; second, Olivia 
Willcox, Bossier; fourth, Abbie Guin, Webster. 
 
Western Horsemanship, 14 and over: fourth, Danielle Dickson, Caddo. 
 
Western Riding, 13 and under: first, Anna Hutlas, Webster; second, Olivia Willcox, 
Bossier.    
 
Western Riding, 14 and over: third, Tanya Griffith, Bienville. 
 
Trail, 13 and under: first, Anna Hutlas, Webster; second, Olivia Willcox, Bossier. 



  
Trail, 14 and over: first, Anna Hutlas, Webster; second, Olivia Willcox, Bossier. 
 
Dressage, 13 and under: first, Olivia Willcox, Bossier; fourth, Abbie Guin, Webster. 
 
Equitation over Fences, all ages: third, Casey Rollins, Jackson. 
 
Hunter Under Saddle, 13 and under: first; Anna Hutlas, Webster; second, Olivia Willcox, 
Bossier; fourth, Kathryn Jackson, Jackson. 
 
Hunter Under Saddle, 14 and over: first; Casey Rollins, Jackson; second, Savannah 
Holden , Jackson. 
 
Hunt Seat Equitation, 13 and under: first: Anna  Hutlas, Webster; fourth, Olivia Willcox, 
Bossier; fifth, Abbie Guin, Webster. 
 
Hunt Seat Equitation, 14 and over: first; Cassey Rollins, Jackson; third, Savannah 
Holden, Jackson; fourth, Danielle Dickson, Caddo. 
 
Western Showmanship, 13 and under: first; Anna Hutlas, Webster; second, Abbie Guin, 
Webster; fourth, Anna Tucker, Webster. 
 
Working Hunter, all ages: second, Casey Rollins, Jackson. 
 
Arabian Horse Halter Mare: reserve, Hannah Bliesner, Bossier. 
 
Quarter Horse Halter Gelding: champion, Kathryn Jackson, Jackson.  
 
Champion High Point Judged junior was Anna Hutlas of Webster. 
 
 

   
   

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

  


