
 

STRAWBERRY  
UPDATE 

 
       December 14, 2009 

Winter Arrives 
 It stayed warm for a long time this year but finally some cold weather and snow to 
boot. Many growers have told me that the few years that they have had snow have been 
great years. Hope this adds to the success. 
 We have had more opportunity to put on and take off the row covers and several 
good frosts.  

Gray Mold 
 With the frost I have seen the results of bloom damage and inevitably some gray 
mold (botrytis) showing up. It is not bad yet, but with the addition of row covers and lots 
of moisture around you should pay close attention to gray mold control. The fungus 
survives on the decaying tissue of the strawberries and blooms and is wind dispersed. 
Removing the disease fruit from the field would be best but not always practical. 
 Dr. Ferrin list the most effective gray mold fungicides as Pristine, Elevate, and 
Captevate.  
 I know that it has been nearly impossible to get a tractor in field to spray with all 
the rains we have had, but be ready when the opportunity does arrive. 
  

Strawberry Fungicides and Effectiveness 
 Dr. Ferrin tells me that even though the 2010 version of the Plant Disease Guide 
has not been published yet, there are very few changes in fungicides for control of 
diseases in strawberries. 
 He did note that you will see Nova phased out and replaced by Rally. Both 
products have the same active ingredient, myclobutanil. 
 I am attaching a copy of the 2009 Strawberry Disease Control to this newsletter. 
 

Spider Mites 
 We typically do not think about spider mites this time of year but we should. Each 
year we get a significant amount of damage but we usually do not recognize it until 
spring when those expanding brown spots show up in the field.  Spider mites are 
expensive to control however the damage that we incur due to lost yields is much more 
expensive. 
 The two-spotted mite is the most prevalent mite that we see and he it very good at 
sucking the plants down. The problem is that the mite is only about 1/60 of an inch and 
almost impossible to see with the naked eye even when you are looking for them. 
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 The mites are active all winter long because of our mild winters and oscillating 
temperatures. Mites feed on host weeds and other cool season vegetable crops and then 
find their way over to the strawberry crop. 
 Development from egg to adult stages under normal warm spring conditions in 
Louisiana may take two to three weeks. Faster development occurs normally during hot 
and dry conditions. Adult females live for three to four weeks and lay 70 to 100 eggs in 
their lifetime. 
 The key to control is a good scouting program. Dr. Natalie Hummel, Extension 
Entomologist, suggest that you begin after plants put on leaves in late October then scout 
every 2 weeks with a 10X hand lens until January. From January until 2 weeks before the 
end of harvest scout the field every week. 
 You should check one leaflet per plant and 10 -20 random plants per field. The 
threshold to treat is when you find 5 spider mites per leaflet. 
 Current recommended spider mite controls include: Agri-Mek 0.15 EC, Zeal,  
Acramite 50 WP, or Vendex 50WP. 
 

Worker and Handler Training 
 Current WPS regulations state that workers and handlers must be trained every 3 
years and must receive the full training by the end of 5 working days. 
 I am a licensed WPS Trainer so if you need your workers and handlers trained, I 
will schedule that with you on your farm at a convenient time for both of us. If several of 
you want to go together I can work that out also. 
 
   
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
       Kenneth W. Sharpe 
       County Agent 
       Livingston Parish 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 



 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


