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Weather related events- floods, hurricanes, tornadoes, tropical storms, and fires can have 

devastating effects on people and their animals. Despite Louisiana’s history of catastrophic weather 

events, many horse owners do not expect to fall victim to a weather related emergency, leaving them 

unprepared in the midst of a disaster. One of the greatest costs of being unprepared is the loss of an 

animal. Additionally, the lack of planning puts excessive stress on rescue workers when they are faced 

with unmarked, untamed, and potentially unwanted horses.  As horse owners, we have a responsibility 

to plan ahead and to be prepared for the worst case scenario.  

Being prepared for an emergency means developing a plan that will help you deal with potential 

hazards that can threaten the safety of your horse.  Important questions to ask yourself are:  

• Will you evactuate? If yes, where will you go?  Your plan needs to include a location, the route 

you will take to get there (plan for additional traffic), food and water once you arrive, 

emergency kit, how you will haul, and which horses you will take if you have more than one.   

• Are your horses prepared?  All of your horses need to be up-to-date on all vaccinations and 

have a current negative coggins, as well as a health certificate if crossing state lines. Make sure 

to plan for horses that may need to be handled differently (stallions, foals, or senior animals).  

They all need to load easily, tie, and have appropriate ground manners.  Even the most broke 

horse may be unpredictable during an emergency.   

• Are your animals easily identified? Owners will need definitive identification to reclaim animals 

that have been displaced during an emergency. Mark animals with owner information (pastern 

bands, luggage tags braided into the mane, neck bands, duct tape, spray paint, etc).  Make sure 

to carry copies of health records, insurance, microchip number, and pictures of markings, scars, 

brands and tattoos. It also is useful to have a photograph of your horse with a family member.   

• Do you know who to contact in case of emergency?  Make sure to keep a copy of important 

phone numbers and contact information for your veterinarian, family members, Louisiana 

Department of Agriculture and Forestry, Louisiana State Animal Response Team (LSART), 

Universities with large animal programs, sale barns, fairgrounds, feed stores, stables, extension 

agents, etc.  Having a relationship with these types of groups before an emergency happens can 

make recovering your animals a much easier process.   

• What if evacuation is not possible?  Sometimes, despite proper planning, it may not be feasible 

to evacuate. If you plan to shelter in place, make sure to turn horses out into a safe open 

pasture. Close the barn and make it inaccessible to horses, often times a stressed animal will 

return to a place it feels safe and could trap themselves inside the building. Store enough food 

and water for 5-7 days (12-20 gallons of water per horse per day). Keep all feed dry and off of 

the ground.  Fill all water containers with water; keep chlorine bleach available for 

contaminated water (2 drops per quart and let stand for 30 minutes prior to drinking).  Check 

property for sharp objects, downed power lines, fallen trees, gas leaks, and dangerous wildlife.   

 

The saying “it is better to be safe than sorry” should be your motto when it comes to preparing for 

disasters. Be proactive and protect yourself and your horses before a disaster happens. 
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