
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Crop Report 

Donald J. Boquet, Ph.D 
 

As of May 20, there was a small amount of cotton acreage to be planted or replanted, which will be 

completed this week. There is only a small chance of rain for the next several days, although the system 

developing in the Gulf of Mexico bears watching. The condition of the crop ranges from excellent to poor 

with about 75 percent good to excellent. The brief cool spell that we had from Sunday through Tuesday will 

not have large detrimental effects because plentiful sunshine has kept the crop growing. Despite the cool 

nights, DD60s were still positive each day. During the 3-day cool spell we accumulated a total of 12 to 14 

DD60s, not many, but better than having negative DDs. The forecast is for DD60s to average 13 to 14 per 

day for the next 10 days, which will keep the crop development rate at an average pace for this time of year. 

It cannot be overemphasized that weed control is paramount at this time to prevent weeds that emerged 

during the rainy spell from becoming too large for herbicides to control. A lot of fields also have volunteer 

corn that is especially a problem where harvesting efficiency was low after the winds of Hurricane Gustav. 

Dr. Bill Williams, AgCenter Extension Weed Specialist, is recommending use of Staple to control volunteer 

corn rather than selective grass herbicides like Select or Poast, because Staple will also control other weed 

species that are a present. Additional information on all the weed control options can be obtained from the 

AgCenter Field Agents and Weed Scientists listed on page 5 at the end of this Bulletin.  
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Double-crop cotton following wheat 

Donald J. Boquet and Robert Ferguson 

 

Wheat harvest has begun, although delayed a few days by recent  

rains. Once harvested, more that 200,000 acres will be available  

for additional plantings of summer crops, probably cotton or soybean. Producers should be aware of several 

critical factors that affect the success of doublecropping. First is the importance of planting as quickly as 

possible. Even with the best conditions, doublecrop cotton will usually yield less than monocrop cotton that 

was planted during the optimal planting window in late April or early May. The later planting of doublecrop 

cotton will usually result in yield reductions of 100 to 150 lb of lint per acre, if the cotton is planted as soon 

as wheat is harvested (Figure 1). (The trade off for this loss of cotton yield is the yield of the wheat, which, in 

AgCenter studies, has averaged 61 bushels per acre over six years.) To ensure the highest possible yield, 

cotton should be planted as soon as possible after wheat harvest and preferably before May 25. Yield losses 

for cotton planted between May 20 and June 5 are in the range of 15 to 27 lb of lint per day for each day 

planting is delayed, with an average loss of 21 lb per day. Delay in planting from May 20 to June 5 will, 

therefore, result in additional yield reductions of about 300 lb of lint per acre above the usual and expected 

150 lb per acre reduction for doublecrop cotton, which would then make doublecrop cotton unprofitable.  

 

The second critical factor in doublecroppng is establishing an adequate and rapidly growing stand in the 

wheat residue. The opportunity for stand establishment this year is better than usual because soil moisture 

is sufficient in most fields due to the recent rainfall over most of the state during wheat maturation. This 

rainfall has not been good for the wheat but has replaced the soil water used by the wheat crop in April and 

May. The usual situation is to have dry soil after wheat harvest, which delays emergence and lowers yield 

potential of the summer crop. If the soil is dry after wheat harvest, irrigation is essential for seed 

germination and early rapid early growth. If the field is too dry for seed germination, and irrigation is not 

available, it is best not plant doublecrop cotton 
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Figure 1. Irrigated  monocrop and doublecrop cotton 
yields on no till Gigger silt loam, 6-year average.
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The best overall results with doublecropping is usually from no-till planting directly into standing wheat 

stubble. As we described in a previous Cotton Bulletin (Issue 4), burning wheat residue results in the loss of 

valuable soil and environmental benefits and the plant nutrients contained in the residue. Especially 

important for doublecrop cotton yield is the conservation of soil water. In AgCenter research, doublecrop 

cotton has yielded as much, or more, when planted into wheat residue than into seedbeds that have been 

burned or tilled (Figures 2 and 3). The planters used in this research were not extensively modified, having 

only coulters or straw managers that cut through or displaced the residue, which allowed the double disk 

openers on the planter to place the seed through the stubble with good soil contact. Stands obtained with 

this system were slightly lower than in burned fields but were more than adequate (Figure 4). Use of 

relatively high cutting height during wheat harvest is one way to manage residue for doublecropping. A 

cutting height of 10 to 12 inches will leave more standing stubble and less of the combine residue. Standing 

stubble is not a problem for a planter, but residue spread by the combine can affect planter efficiency and 

has to be dealt with using coulters or straw managers. For lodged wheat, of course, this is not an option and 

more of the residue is run through the combine. An option then is to use a rotary cutter to shred the 

combine residue and this practice will work quite well to reduce residue interference with planting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2. Cotton yield response to tillage of 

wheat residue on Gigger silt loam, 6-yr avg. 
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Figure 3. Doublecrop cotton lint yield with three wheat 
stubble management practices on Norwood silt loam.
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Finally, it is a common misconception that burning wheat residue helps to improve the efficacy of 

preemerge herbicides. This is usually not true, however, because the ash that remains on the soil surface 

from burning may actually result in reduced activity of the herbicides. The carbon in the ash will absorb and 

deactivate herbicides. Herbicides applied to wheat residue or to burned fields will both require rainfall or 

sprinkler irrigation for activation, so there is no advantage to burning residue in an attempt to increase 

herbicide effectiveness.  

 

                 ****************************************************** 
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Upcoming Events 

Northeast Research Station Field Day – June 17, 2009 
Contact Donnie Miller for information – 318-766-3769 

Dean Lee Research and Extension Field Day – August 20, 2009 
Contact Danny Coombs for information – 318-473-6528 

Figure 4. No-till cotton stands in wheat stubble 
may be slightly lower and less consistent than in 
a prepared seedbed but yields are not affected. 

LS
U

 A
g

C
e

n
te

r 
C

o
tt

o
n

 R
e

se
a

rc
h

 a
n

d
 E

xt
e

n
si

o
n

 



 
Below is a list of contacts, parish and area field agents and state extension specialists. They are prepared 

to assist you with any questions or problems you have. 

COTTON FIELD AGENTS 

PARISH AGENT PHONE EMAIL 

Avoyelles 

 

Trent Clark         

Carlos A. Smith Jr 

318-253-7526          

318-253-7526 

tclark@agcenter.lsu.edu 

CSmith@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Bossier Joe Barrett 318-965-2326 JBarrett@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Caddo John Levasseur 318-226-6805 JLevasseur@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Caldwell Jim McCann 318-649-2663 JMcCann@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Catahoula Glen Daniels 318-744-5442 GDaniels@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Concordia Glenn Daniels 318-336-5315 GDaniels@agcenter.lsu.edu 

East Carroll Donna Lee 318-559-1459 drlee@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Evangeline Keith Fontenot 337-363-5646 KFontenot@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Franklin Carol Pinnell-Alison 318-435-7551 CPinnell-Alison@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Grant Matt Martin 318-627-3675 MMartin@agcenter.lsu.edu 

LaSalle Jim Summers 318-992-2205 JSummers@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Madison Ralph Frazier 318-574-2465 or 2483 rfrazier@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Morehouse Terry Erwin    

Richard Letlow 

318-281-5742 or 5741 

318-281-5742 or 5741 

terwin@agcenter.lsu.edu 

rletlow@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Natchitoches Donna Morgan 318-357-2224 dsmorgan@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Ouachita Richard Letlow 318-281-5742 or 5741 rletlow@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Pointe Coupee Miles Brashier 225-638-5533 MBrashier@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Rapides Matt Martin 318-473-6605 MMartin@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Red River  318-932-4342 @agcenter.lsu.edu 

Richland Keith Collins 318-728-3216 KCollins@agcenter.lsu.edu 

St. Landry Keith Normand 337-948-0561 KNormand@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Tensas Dennis Burns 318-766-3222 dburns@agcenter.lsu.edu 

West Carroll Myrl Sistrunk 318-428-3571 MSistrunk@agcenter.lsu.edu 

EXTENSION SPECIALISTS 

Cotton Specialist Donald Boquet 318-435-2157           
318-535-8954(cell) 

dboquet@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Weed Specialists Bill Williams 

Daniel Stephenson 

 

Donnie Miller 

318-435-2903           

318-334-3630(cell) 

318-473-6590          

318-308-72259(cell) 

318-766-4607 

bwilliams@agcenter.lsu.edu 

dstephenson@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 

dmiller@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Entomology Specialist Roger Leonard 318-435-2157           

318-334-0147(cell) 

rleonard@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Nematology Specialist Charlie Overstreet 225-578-2186 Coverstreet@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Pathology Specialist Boyd Padgett 318-435-2157          
318-614-4354(cell) 

bpadgett@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Economics Specialist Gene Johnson 504-388-4081 GJohnson@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Soil Fertility Specialist J. Stevens 318-427-4408           

318-308-0754(cell) 

JStevens@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Extension Associate Brandi Woolam 318-290-0625(cell) BWoolam@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 

Louisiana State University Center Agricultural Center, William B. Richardson, Chancellor 
Louisiana Agricultural Experiment Station, David J. Boethel, Vice-Chancellor and Director 
Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service, Paul D. Coreil, Vice Chancellor and Director 

Issued in furtherance of the Cooperative Extension work, Acts of Congress of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation 
with the United States Department of Agriculture. The Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service provides equal 

opportunities in programs and employment. 
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