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LOUISIANA MASTER FARMER  
PROGRAM  

The Louisiana Master Farmer Program focuses on 

helping agricultural producers voluntarily address 

environmental concerns as well as helping them 

enhance the production and resource 

management skills they need for the continued 

sustainability of Louisiana agriculture. The 

program offers information concerning 

environmental stewardship, conservation-based 

production techniques and resource management 

plans. It also involves a voluntary producer 

certification process that includes three phases: 
 

 Phase 1 

Producer attends classroom instruction on 

environmental stewardship issues.  

 Phase 2  

Producer attends a conservation-based field day 

where specific best management practices are 

demonstrated and discussed. This also may 

include pasture walks, soil quality workshops and 

other commodity-specific demonstrations. 

 Phase 3 

Producer has conservation plan developed and 

implemented on entire farming operation that 

they have control over.  

 

Three full time and one part-time faculty member 

work in the program to assist producers, as well 

as any other participants, in completing any and 

all phases of the program. Please contact us with 

questions or concerns at: 
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Master Farmer Universities 
 

Central LA 
 
This fall, the Louisiana Master Farmer Program 
(LMFP) will offer a “Master Farmer University” on 
October 24-25, 2013 at the LSUA campus just 
south of Alexandria, LA. This two day workshop 
will begin with a Phase I classroom training on 
October 24th and will include presentations on 
water quality standards, commodity specific Best 
Management Practices, SPCC, NRCS programs, 
and other timely environmental information. 
Lunch will be served and the training will conclude 
mid-afternoon.  This will be followed with a short 
field tour on October 25th at the Dean Lee 
Research Station and nearby farms and will serve 
as Phase II of the LMFP.  This tour will allow 
producers to interact with researchers and 
specialists, and view commodity specific 
conservation practices and demonstrations. Some 
of these will include nutrient runoff from winter 
pastures, remote sensing, calculating crop residue 
from various crops, as well as other livestock and 
crop conservation practices. Each day will also 
serve as three hours of CEU’s for certified Master 
Farmers.  
 
Pre-registration is required to accommodate for 
room and lunch availability.  
 
Northeast LA 
 
A “Master Farmer University” for producers in the 
northern part of the state has been scheduled for 
January 16-17, 2014 in West Monroe. 
 
More details regarding this training and 
registration for each one will be sent out as soon 
as they are confirmed. Please contact Donna 
Morgan at 318-613-9278, Ernest Girouard at 337-
852-3986 or James Hendrix at 318-766-3320.  

Certified Master Farmers 

Recognized 

 
The 2013 class of Louisiana Master Farmers was 
recently recognized at a recognition luncheon 
sponsored by the Louisiana Association of 
Conservation Districts at the Crowne Plaza 
Hotel in Baton Rouge. This class of 33 is the 
second largest group since the first class was 
honored in 2006 and brings the total certified 
up to 168.  
Those certified as 2013 Master Farmers were 
John Barnett, David Manuel , E.C. McCann and 
Mervin Trull, all of Lincoln Parish; Joseph G. 
Beaud III and  Gary Hollier, of Pointe Coupee 
Parish; Holly Brossett and Maurine Wilkins, of 
Caldwell Parish; Dwayne Compton and Mark 
Zaunbrecher, of Jefferson Davis Parish; Caroline 
Falgout and Clint Galiano, of Tangipahoa Parish; 
R.T. Faulk III, of Ouachita Parish; Bryan 
Fontenot, Neal Fontenot, John D. Landreneau, 
James B. Shipp, Jr. and Richard Fontenot, of 
Evangeline Parish; Douglas Foreman, of 
Lafayette Parish; Billy Gaines, Clay Osborn, 
Joshua W. Peterson and Kevin Smith, of Jackson 
Parish; Dwight Hardee,  Patrick Neal Hebert, 
Mitchell C. Marceaux , William Romero  and 
Seth Woods, of Vermilion Parish; Chris 
Hightower of Claiborne Parish; Gregory Kincaid 
and Tammie McDaniel, of Franklin Parish; 
Phillip Lamartiniere, of Avoyelles Parish and Lee 
Washington, of Caddo Parish. 
The Certified Louisiana Master Farmers 
attending the Recognition Luncheon are below. 
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West Baton Rouge Parish cattleman John Tilton was 
recognized as the Outstanding Master Farmer of 
the Year. He received a $1,000 check from the 
Louisiana Land Bank and a $500 check from the 
Gowan Company. 
 

 
        

2014 Louisiana Certified Master Farmer Program 
Recognition Luncheon and Outstanding Louisiana 
Master Farmer will be held on January 9, 2014. 

Can you name the 16 plant nutrients 
essential for healthy, high-yielding 
plants?  

We tend to focus on N, P and K which are part of an 
adequate fertility strategy; however, some of the 
other 14 play their own important roles in today’s 
high-yield environments. Macronutrients and 
micronutrients are needed to help provide the 
necessary soil fertility for the opportunity to utilize 
the technological advantages in seed genetics and 
precision agriculture to realize the maximum crop 
yield potential. How many could you name from 
the list below? 

Essential Plant Nutrients 

Non-mineral In the soil Micronutrients 

Carbon Nitrogen Iron 

Hydrogen Phosphorus Zinc 

Oxygen Potassium Molybdenum 

 Calcium Boron 

 Magnesium Copper 

 Sulphur Manganese 

  Chlorine 

                                                                        

Monitoring Projects Update 
 

ASSESSING THE USE OF POULTRY LITTER IN 
PRODUCTION SYSTEMS IN NORTHEAST 
LOUISIANA 
 
Josh Lofton, Assistant Professor, Macon Ridge 
Research Station 
James Hendrix, LSU-AgCenter Area Agent; Beatrix 
Haggard, Extension Soil Specialist, Northeast Region 
 

The cost of synthetic fertilizers, especially N, has 
more than doubled in the last 10 years making 
fertilizers one of the most costly inputs into 
non-leguminous production systems.  This has 
increased the interest of many producers to 
alternative nutrient sources in Louisiana as well 
as across the Mid-South.  For Louisiana, poultry 
litter has the potential to be used due to its high 
nutrient content per weight (compared to other 
alternative fertilizers) and its reasonable 
accessibility.  However, prior to the 
incorporation of any agronomic amendment 
into a production system, questions regarding 
the short- and long-term production benefits 
and environmental impacts need to be 
addressed.   
 
Is there an agronomic benefit to poultry litter 
as opposed to using inorganic fertilizers? 
To determine the potential the effects of poultry 
litter application on cotton production systems 
in Louisiana, trials were initiated in 2008 at the 
LSU Macon Ridge Research Station in 
Winnsboro on the Gigger silt loam and the 
Northeast Research Station in St. Joseph on the 
Commerce silt loam.  These studies compared 
poultry litter application to inorganic fertilizer 
additions in many common production systems, 
including tillage operations and cover crops.   
 



 

Louisiana Master Farmer 

 

Page 4 

           

From 2008 through 2012, the plot which received 

poultry litter achieved nearly 20% higher lint yield 

compared to those which received equivalent 

nutrients as inorganic fertilizers. 

At what rate should poultry litter be applied? The 

rates evaluated through the above study were 

approximately 1.5 ton/ac (P recommendation 

equivalence) and 3 ton/ac (N recommendation 

equivalence).  The study found that while the high 

poultry litter application achieved higher yields 

compared to the 1.5 ton/ac rate, the differences 

were minimal, with only a 70 lbs/ac increase in lint 

yield.   

What benefits does the poultry litter provide? 

Poultry litter has been widely recognized as one of 

the better alternative fertilizers because it has the 

potential to provide all plant essential nutrients.  

Therefore, poultry litter has the ability to alleviate 

deficiencies that may not be readily known.  For 

example, in the 2012 trial in Macon Ridge, the 

poultry litter applied treatments did not have signs 

of late season potassium deficiencies demonstrated 

by the inorganic applied treatments.  Even when 

soil-test levels are not limiting production, poultry 

litter has the potential to increase soil organic 

matter content, water and nutrient holding, and 

potentially enhancing microbial nutrient cycling.   

If I only apply enough poultry litter to meet the P 

demand, do I need to apply any additional N 

fertilizer? This all depends on the analysis of the 

poultry litter.  Poultry litter from most sources will 

potentially have similar analysis for N, P, and K.  

Additionally, unlike P and K only 50-60% of the total 

N in the analysis will be plant available the first 

growing season.  Therefore, applying poultry litter 

to meet the P demand (60 lbs/ac) will likely require 

supplemental N applications.   

However, little information is available 

currently in Louisiana about whether this 

supplemental N application should be applied 

at planting or as a side-dress application for 

optimum growth and yield.   

Are there any draw-backs to using poultry 

litter as a soil amendment? While there are 

not direct negative effects of poultry litter 

application, the high nutrient content can lead 

to soil build-up, nutrient runoff, or leaching if 

not managed properly.  According to samples 

collected in northeast Louisiana, the 

application of poultry litter only slightly 

increased P concentration in run-off samples 

and soil test P levels minimally compared to 

inorganic fertilizers.  However, both tillage and 

cover crops did significantly affect both run-off 

concentrations and soil P build-up.  When 

poultry litter was incorporated, soil build-up 

occurred compared to surface application; 

however, surface applied poultry litter 

increased run-off P levels compared to 

incorporation.   

While the application of poultry litter can be 

extremely beneficial for production systems in 

Louisiana, proper management is essential to 

ensure optimum benefit but minimize 

environmental impact.      
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PHASE II Field Days 
 
The LSU AgCenter will be hosting its first annual 
Dean Lee Research Station Beef Cattle & Forage 
Field Day on Thursday, September 12, 2013 in 
Alexandria, LA.  Cattle and forage producers, 
industry representatives, and anyone interested 
in livestock production is invited to attend this 
field day, with registration beginning at 3:00 p.m. 
at the State Emergency Shelter off Hwy 71S. A 
field tour will include presentations on nutrient 
runoff from winter pastures, standing forage for 
winter supplementation, using fixed-time 
artificial insemination as a reproductive 
technology, and creep grazing for calf 
supplementation. There will also be a short 
indoor program and the field day will conclude 
with a sponsored meal. Louisiana Master Farmer 
Program Phase II and CEU credits will be given, in 
addition to Certified Crop Advisor CEUs for 
attending.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 


