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LOUISIANA MASTER FARMER  
PROGRAM  

    The Louisiana Master Farmer Program focuses on 

helping agricultural producers voluntarily address 

environmental concerns as well as helping them 

enhance the production and resource management 

skills they need for the continued sustainability of 

Louisiana agriculture. The program offers information 

concerning environmental stewardship, conservation-

based production techniques and resource 

management plans. It also involves a voluntary 

producer certification process that includes three 

phases: 

 

 Phase 1 

Producer attends classroom instruction on 

environmental stewardship issues.  

 Phase 2  

Producer attends a conservation-based field day 

where specific best management practices are 

demonstrated and discussed. This also may 

include pasture walks, soil quality workshops and 

other commodity-specific demonstrations. 

 Phase 3 

Producer has conservation plan developed and 

implemented on entire farming operation that 

they have control over. (More details on page 2).  

 

Three full time and one part-time faculty member 

work in the program to assist producers, as well 

as any other participants, in completing any and 

all phases of the program. Though each faculty 

member is located in a specific region, all work 

with producers state-wide in order to implement 

the program. Please contact us with questions or 

concerns at: 
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Over the past several years, many farmers had 
completed Phases 1 & 2, but could not complete the 
third and final phase due to a backlog of requested 
conservation plans. Many have become discouraged 
and frustrated with not having a conservation plan to 
identify and address resource concerns in order to 
become sustainable or certified. They have been 
demanding additional conservation planning assistance 
to be proactive in addressing EPA and consumer 
concerns with environmental issues with production 
agriculture and they were concerned with the inability 
to receive the required conservation planning 
assistance. In addition, conservation plan 
development must occur year round and especially 
when producers have time to devote to the 
conservation planning procedure for their operation. 
 
The Master Farmer Program must meet the challenges 
of increased producer’s requests for sustainable 
conservation planning to allow greater numbers to 
address conservation resource concerns to become 
certified MF. In order to provide additional 
conservation planning the Louisiana Master Farmer 
Program has been fine-tuned with changes to Phase 3 
in an effort to enable more agricultural producers to 
achieve certification. 
 
The Phase 3 changes will provide a second 
certification route through a State Resource 
Conservation Planning (SRCP) process provided by 
the LSU AgCenter. The alternative process has been 
approved by state Agriculture Commissioner Mike 
Strain and will provide additional conservation 
planning at a level that will comply with the 
requirements for a Louisiana Master farmer 
Certification. The state alternative would be a 
complimentary route to the excellent existing 
NRCS/RMS certification option that will continue to be 
made available to all farmers. Under state law, 
certification as a Master Farmer deems a producer to 
be in compliance with state soil and water 
conservation and environmental regulations. 
 

       In addition, developing the conservation plan is only a 
part of entire certification of process. Follow up 
contacts to work with producers to answer any 
questions, to assist with implementing plan and to 
encouraging producers to move forward with the 
certification is a vital role that the AgCenter will 

Notes from the Coordinator 

 

provide.  
 
The AgCenter Conservation Planner will develop the 
conservation plan using a resource inventory 
collected by a field visit to develop the SRCP. The 
plan will identify resource issues that have been 
addressed or need to be addressed to protect 
resources utilizing the LSU Best Management 
Publications for all commodities as a guide along 
with the assistance of LSU AgCenter Extension 
Specialists, Researchers and County Agents. Phase 3 
changes are outlined below. 

 
Phase 3 - Development and implementation of 
Farm-specific Conservation Plan 
        Option 1 – The producer may request a state 
resource conservation plan through the LSU 
AgCenter. 
       Option 2 – The producer may request a 
resource management system plan through the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s Natural Resources 
Conservation Service and local Soil and Water 
Conservation District. 
 
    Upon completion of all three phases of the 
Louisiana Master Farmer Program, producers are 
presumed to be in compliance with Louisiana’s soil 
and water conservation requirements.  
 
Continuing Education – Certification is granted for 
five years, with six hours of continuing education 
credits required per year. 
 
Enroll in the Master Farmer Program 
Contact your parish LSU AgCenter Extension Service 
or local USDA NRCS office.  
 

                                                                                                                                     

Ernest Girouard 

 
 

 

Eleven certified 
Master Farmers 
were added to 
the list, now 

totaling 135. 
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Consumers are becoming more interested in how and 

where food is produced and are embracing 

sustainability. Their sustainability interest is not just 

with the production of food but, also with the 

sustainability of the business that buys, processes and 

delivers the products they purchase. Sustainability is 

driven by the consumer and the business community has 

heard the message. Kellogg, Mars, Nestlé, Walmart and 

others have established company-wide sustainability 

efforts which are achievable. Business that have an 

established sustainability effort for the raw products 

utilized along with a s packaging, energy utilization, 

waste reduction and transportation of products to 

consumers will have a tremendous advertising 

advantage to supply and sell a product that the 

consumer wants. Consumer sustainability concerns have 

created a demand for raw Agricultural commodities 

(rice, wheat, and corn) produced on certified 

sustainable farms participating in programs like the 

MFP. The need is for commodities for consumption and 

for use in other products such as Kellogg’s cereal. 

The AgCenter’s State Resource Conservation Planning 

process will also provide the increased capacity needed 

to allow more producers to have a documented 

conservation plan to meet the Kellogg Company’s 

sustainability requirements particularly targeting rice 

growers. The Louisiana Master Farmer Program has 

become more significant and we expect much more 

interest because it is a corner post of the Kellogg 

Master Rice Grower Program. The Kellogg Co. is offering 

to pay a premium to farmers who grow rice for the 

company and will provide the highest levels of incentive 

to farmers who complete the Master Farmer 

certification.  

                                                                                                                                     

                                                                                                                                    

Sustainability/Kellogg’s Master Rice 
Grower Program 

  The Kellogg Rice Grower program is part of the 

company-wide sustainability effort developed in 

response to consumer demand. The Louisiana Master 

Farmer Program and the Kellogg Master Rice Grower 

Program will assure the consumer that producers 

are sustainable and are following sound agricultural 

and sustainable agricultural and environmental 

practices. 

Ernest Girouard                                                                     

Upcoming Trainings/Field Days  

Phase I consists of approximately 6 hours of 

classroom instruction, including information 

regarding TMDL’s, commodity specific BMP’s, Water 

Quality Issues, and Conservation Planning. The 

presentations have been pre-recorded and therefore 

scheduling has become more efficient and timely, 

allowing us to hold these trainings in individual 

parishes with minimal effort. There are currently no 

trainings scheduled at this time, but if you are 

interested in completing this phase, please contact 

one of the faculty at the contact information listed, 

or your local county agent. 

Phase II includes a producer attending a field day or 

workshop where BMP’s or conservation issues are 

discussed and demonstrated. The remaining field 

days for 2012 include: 

 SEPTEMBER 

9 – Beef Cattle/Forage Field Day – Randy Taylor's 

farm, Ethel, La. – 3:30 p.m. registration 

11 – NRCS Pasture Walk – Union Parish – 4 p.m. 

13 – RiceTec/Master Farmer Field Day – Michael 

Hundley Farm – Mowata – 8 a.m. 

 

OCTOBER 

2 – Calcasieu Parish Cattle Field Day (More details to 

follow) 

11 – NRCS Pasture Walk – Morehouse Parish – 4 p.m. 

12 – Vermilion Parish Cattle Field Day (More details 

to follow)                                                                                                                             
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Monitoring Projects Update 
 
Currently, two demonstrations are being conducted, 
focused on best management practices related to 
utilizing composted poultry litter for nutrient 
amendments in Gilbert-Jigger and Commerce Silt 
Loam soils. Outreach from these projects is 
presented at research station field days and Louisiana 
Master Farmer field days. 
 
One demonstration is being conducted at the 
Northeast Research Station, emphasizing the 
importance of soil testing and pH effects on soil 
nutrients and crop production. Soil test and yield 
data are presented at the annual field day. 
 
Three 319 projects are being conducted in the 
Northeast Region, all related to improving water 
quality by utilization of best management practices 
(BMP’s). Two projects, located in the 17,836 acre 
Lake St. Joseph watershed, are focused on collecting 
water quality data and implementation of site-
specific, research-based, best management practices 
by agricultural producers in the watershed. An 
additional project, currently ongoing, is the Nonpoint 
Source Pollutant Reduction in Tensas River Watershed 
Using a Vegetated Filter Strip-Retention Pond System, 
located in Tensas Parish.  
 
James Hendrix 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Another monitoring project includes The Effects 
of Phosphorus and Potassium Application and 
Timing Methods in Soybeans on Yield and Water 
Quality. This project was funded by the Soybean 
and Grain Research and Promotion Board from 
2011-2013. This study is being conducted at the 
Dean Lee Research Station located just south of 
Alexandria. The goal is to monitor fertilizer 
applications and timings to determine what time 
of year and application method provided the 
most benefit to the crop, while minimizing the 
nutrients in the runoff. Soybean yields for 2011 
showed no statistical differences among 
treatments, along with other agronomic data 
that was collected. Additional results will be 
analyzed and presented once the soybeans are 
harvested this fall.  
 

Donna Morgan 

 

It is the policy of the Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service that no person shall be subjected to discrimination 
on the grounds of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, or disability. Membership and participation 
in activities and events are open to all citizens without regard to race, color, national origin, gender, religion, 
age veteran status, or dis- ability. If you have a disability that requires special accommodation for your 
participation in LSU AgCenter planned meetings or events, please contact Ernest Girouard @ 337-852-3986. 

 
 


