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Types of drug use:  

• Label use: The drug is 
used exactly according 
to the label, including 
animal species, age, 
class (beef vs. dairy, 
for example), dose, 
frequency of admin-
istration, duration of 
administration and 
route of administration. 
Label withdrawal time 
for meat, milk, eggs, 
etc. must be followed. 
Over-the-counter drugs 
can be used by animal 
owners as long as they 
are used according to 
the label. Prescription 
drugs require a veteri-
narian to write a pre-
scription. This requires 
a veterinary-client pa-
tient relationship 
(VCPR-see above).  

• Extra-label use: Extra-
label drug use [ELDU] 
occurs when the drug’s 
actual or intended use 
is in a manner not in 
accordance with the 
approved labeling. For  
instance, ELDU occurs 
when administration is: 

◊ For a species not listed  
on the label.  

What is a food animal?  
Cattle, sheep, goats, pigs, 
poultry and rabbits are all 
considered food animals by 
the Food and Drug Admin-
istration (FDA). Even if the 
owner of an animal consid-
ers a food animal as a pet, 
legally it is a food animal 
and potential food product. 
Food safety has to be as-
sured with any drug use in 
food animals, so pharma-
ceutical use laws for food 
animals are very strict. Be-
fore giving any pharmaceu-
tical product to a food ani-
mal, it is best to consult a 
veterinarian. Misuse of ani-
mal pharmaceutical prod-
ucts may break state and/
or federal laws and may 
threaten their future availa-
bility. 
 
Types of drugs:  

• Prescription: Veterinary 
prescription drugs are la-
beled for use only by or on 
the order of a licensed vet-
erinarian. Most states 
(including Louisiana) re-
quire that veterinary pre-
scription drugs be used or 
prescribed only within the 
context of a veterinarian-
client-patient relationship 
(VCPR). 

•Over-the-Counter: Prod-

ucts available for purchase 

by laypersons that do not 

require a prescription. 

Veterinarian/Client/
Patient Relationship 
A VCPR exists when all of 
the following conditions 
have been met: 

• The veterinarian has 
assumed the responsi-
bility for making clinical 
judgments regarding 
the health of the animal
(s) and the need for 
medical treatment, and 
the client has agreed to 
follow the veterinari-
an's instructions.  

• The veterinarian has 
sufficient knowledge of 
the animal(s) to initiate 
at least a general or 
preliminary diagnosis 
of the medical condi-
tion of the animal(s). 
This means that the 
veterinarian has re-
cently seen and is per-
sonally acquainted with 
the keeping and care 
of the animal(s) by vir-
tue of an examination 
of the animal(s) or by 
medically appropriate 
and timely visits to the 
premises where the 
animal(s) are kept.  

• The veterinarian is 
readily available for 
follow-up evaluation, or 
has arranged for emer-
gency coverage, in the 
event of adverse reac-
tions or failure of the 
treatment regimen.  

Use of Pharmaceuticals in Food-
Producing Animals 
Dr. Christine Navarre 
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“Have a 
solid herd 
health 
program to 
decrease 
the need for 
drugs.” 

 

 

Swine Herd Health Program for Show Pig 

Breeders Dr. Tim Page 

Most Louisiana show pig breeders are beginning to breed their sows to produce 
pigs for next year’s shows.  Show pig breeders spend a lot of money on show 
pig semen. This is one of highest costs in any quality show pig operation.  In 
order to justify that much investment in show pig semen, producers must have a 
quality herd health program to help increase conception and farrowing rates.  
Producers should have a veterinary/client relationship.  If they do not, they need 
to develop one.  There is nothing better than having a qualified veterinarian 
available when a producer has problems or needs advice.   Below is a very high 
quality herd health program that many quality show pig breeders utilize in their 
operations.  The same herd health program will not work for everyone but this 
one is an excellent place to start.  This health program has suggestions for 
sows, gilts and baby pigs.  If you are going to spend an exorbitant amount of 
money on semen, you might as well spend a little on a quality herd health pro-
gram.      tpage@agcenter.lsu.edu 

(Continued on page 3) 

A N I M A L  I N D U S T R Y  N E W S  U P D A T E  

◊ For an indication, dis-

ease or other condition, 

not on the label.  

◊ Is at a dosage level or 
frequency not on the 
label. 

◊ By a route of admin-
istration not on the la-
bel. 

Conditions for ELDU: 

• Under no circumstances 
can a non-veterinarian 
order the extra-label 
use of a drug in ani-
mals. 

• Veterinarians are per-
mitted to order the extra
-label use of drugs but 
only under very strict 
rules. 

◊ ELDU must take place 
within the confines of a 
valid veterinarian-client-
patient relationship. 

◊ ELDU is not an option 
where the drug use is to 
enhance production. 

The health or life of the 
animal must be threat-
ened for ELDU. 

• ELDU in animal feed is 
not permitted under any 
circumstances, not even 
by veterinarians. 

• There is a list of drugs 
that are prohibited from 
use in food animals, 
even by veterinarians 
and even in cases 
where the health or life 
of the animal is threat-
ened.  

Livestock Producer Do’s 
and Don’ts of Prudent 
Drug Use 

• Have a solid herd health 
program to decrease 
the need for drugs. 

• Only use drugs, vac-
cines, feed medications, 
etc. according to the 
label. 

• Make sure animals 
have identification. 

• Keep records of which 
medications are used 
on which animals, ad-
ministration date(s), 
dose, injection site(s) 
and outcomes of treat-
ment. 

• Follow meat and milk 
withdrawal times. 

• Avoid inappropriate 
drug use. 

◊ Using antimicrobials or 
other drugs when not indi-
cated. 

◊ Using the wrong drug. 
 
 
cnavarre@agcenter.lsu.edu 
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Deworming is an essential component of successfully managing your 
horse’s health and should be tailored for each animal’s specific needs.  More than 
150 different parasites can potentially infect your horse; however, in North America 
we are mainly concerned about roundworms (called ascarids), large and small stron-
gyles and tapeworms.  Threadworms are not typically included in this list because 
they usually occur temporarily in foals.  Other common parasites of horses include 
pinworms and bots. The products you choose to deworm your horse and the fre-
quency in which you use them should be partly dependent upon many factors: the 
age and class of horse you have, geographic region, if the horse is pastured or 
stalled (and if they are on pasture - how many horses share the same space), cli-
mate, and the individual needs of your horse. 

Special consideration should be given to horses living in the south.  Here in 
Louisiana, horses are at risk for increased parasite loads in the fall and in early 
spring when conditions are wet and warm.  However, Louisiana horses are less sus-
ceptible to parasite transmission during the summer months due to extremely hot 
conditions. 

Updates and New Recommendations for 
Equine Deworming 
Dr. Neely Heidorn 

 

Sow/Gilt/Pig Vaccine or Medica�on Purpose or Time 

      

Sows and Gilts PRRS/Flu/Circo Quarterly/every 3 months 

Sows - PreBreed Parvo/Lepto/Ery At least 2 wks before breeding 

Gilts-PreBreed Parvo/Lepto/Ery 2 Vac/2 weeks apart/2 weeks before 

breeding 

Gilts – PreBreed Ivomec 1% PreBreed Worm and Mange control 

Sows and Gilts E. coli/Past/Bord/Ery Approx. 5 and 2 weeks pre-farrow 

Sows and Gilts Ivomec 1% Mange/Worms 5-10 days before  

farrowing 

Pigs IPD – Iron/Pen/Draxxin Under 24 hours/Again at 7-10 days 

Pigs at weaning Ivomec 0.27% Mange/Worms 

Pigs Myco/Flu/Ery/Circo At 4 and 6 weeks of age 

Pigs Joint Vaccine – Myco Hyorhinis/Myco 

hyosynoviae/Strep/Parasuis 

At 6 and 8 weeks of age 

(Con�nued on page 4) 
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“Once the 

parasite load of 

your horse is 

classified as low, 

moderate or high, 

your veterinarian 

will be able to help 

you determine the 

best treatment 

schedule.”. 

 
Currently, veterinarians are recommending an updated deworming schedule, which 

relies on determining the number of parasites present in a fecal sample, commonly re-
ferred to as “parasite load.”   Once the parasite load of your horse is classified as low, 
moderate or high, your veterinarian will be able to help you determine the best treat-
ment schedule.  It is now thought that traditional methods of bimonthly rotational de-
worming are no longer effective, due to increasing anthelmentic resistance.  It also is 
recommended that other preventative measures are put into place to reduce your 
horse’s exposure to environmental contamination. 

Prevention of environmental contamination is essential to reduce the parasitic load; 
this method includes proper care of paddocks, pastures, and fields and is often over-
looked.  To ensure the maximum effectiveness of any deworming program, the follow-
ing are recommended: regular removal and disposal of manure at least twice a week, 
harrow pastures to break up manure piles and expose the eggs and larvae to the ele-
ments, utilize rotational grazing by moving horses between pastures to reduce parasite 
ingestion, reduce the number of horses per acre which translates to decreased fecal 
contamination, and elevate feed off the ground to prevent further parasite ingestion. 

 While no deworming program will be suitable for every horse, the following recom-
mendations should be effective for the average adult horse living in Louisiana with a low 
to moderate parasite load. 

 Month     Product 

 February/March    Ivermectin 

 May/June    Ivermectin/Proziquantil 

 November/December   Moxidectin/Proziquantil 

 

If you have any questions regarding specific recommendations for your horse, please con-
tact your local veterinarian.       nheidorn@agcenter.lsu.edu  

New USDA Standards to Reduce Foodborne 

 Pathogens in Poultry  
Dr. Theresia Lavergne 

 On March 16, the USDA Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS) an-

nounced revised and new standards to reduce the incidence of Salmonella and Cam-

pylobacter in chickens and turkeys. The FSIS estimates that about 25,000 foodborne 

illnesses will be prevented under the new Campylobactor and revised Salmonella 

standards. 

 These standards were developed based on nationwide studies measuring the 

baseline incidence of these two foodborne pathogens. The new standard for Salmonel-

la is that no more than 7.5% of chicken carcasses sampled can be positive for Salmo-

nella. The new standard for Campylobacter is that no more than 10.4% of raw product 

should have Campylobacter jejuni, C. lari, and/or C. coli on it. This is the first FSIS 

standard adopted for Campylobacter. The standards go into effect in July 2011. 

 The good news is that the poultry industry continuously makes im-

provements in its food safety standards and already meets these new standards. 

(USDA-FSIS, March 16, 2011)       tlavergne@agcenter.lsu.edu 
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Dr. Theresia Lavergne 
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USDA’s Agriculture Re-

search Service has released 

new data proving that eggs 

are even lower in cholesterol 

than previously reported. 

Random samples of regular 

large eggs from 12 locations 

in the U.S. were analyzed for 

nutrients. The eggs analyzed 

were 14% lower in cholester-

ol (185 mg) than eggs ana-

lyzed in 2002. Also, vitamin 

D (41 IU) increased 64% in 

the eggs sampled. The re-

duced cholesterol and in-

creased vitamin D in eggs 

may be attributable to the 

high-quality, nutritionally bal-

anced diets fed to laying 

hens. (Poultry Times, March 

14, 2011)    

tlavergne@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Milk Prices  
The Class I price of milk for March is $22.03/cwt which is an increase of $2.34/cwt compared to the previ-

ous month and an increase of $3.89/cwt compared to the same time last year.  Even though the prices for the oth-
er classes of milk may be lower in March compared to February due to the recent declines in the spot cheese pric-
es and the futures market, the uniform blend price could still be close to $20.00/cwt for March milk depending on 
utilization. The Class I price for April was announced at $23.23/cwt which is $1.03/cwt higher than March and the 
highest Class I price since July, 2008. 
Product Prices, Inventory and Demand  

On March 25th cheese trading activity on the Chicago Mercantile Exchange (CME) was characterized sole-
ly by bids, with blocks rising a quarter cent – the first gain after losing 39¢ in the previous two weeks. The shift in 
tone sent Class III futures significantly higher. MAY-JUL gained 40¢, and AUG-OCT closed at new highs. 

Whey prices continued to climb in Dairy Market News’ (DMN) weekly survey. Dry whey from the Midwest 
is mostly 40-47¢ this week, DMN says, with “little price resistance” so far as prices have increased nearly 8¢ 
(+22%) since the first of the year. Whey futures for APR-DEC average 46.6¢. 

Global milk powder prices have softened in the last two weeks; USDA’s Dairy Market News pegs Oceania 
Skimmed Milk Powder (SMP) at $1.63-$1.91/lb., down about a nickel from the three-year high recorded earlier in 
the month. Spot supplies from Oceania are limited, DMN adds, but the European Union (EU) and U.S. production 
is increasing seasonally. More importantly, orders have slowed as buyers wait for prices to settle. U.S. prices con-
tinue to track global trends, with U.S. Non-Fat Dried Milk (NDM) discounted about 
20¢ from Oceania SMP. 

Retail dairy prices were mostly higher in February, according to Consumer 
Price Index (CPI) data. The Butter CPI was 209.9, up 3.6% from January, and the 
highest level ever. Still, orders for domestic sales remain good with Easter four 
weeks out. Export interest is strong as well. Milk CPI was 137.0, up 0.5% from Janu-
ary, and the highest since January 2009. The Cheese CPI was 205.7, down 0.2% 
from January. The cheese index has stayed between 202 and 209 for the last 14 
months.  

Butter stocks remain at a six-year low. On Feb. 28, inventories were 138.7 
million lbs., down by nearly a third from last year’s level. This represents about 31 
days of use, nearly two weeks less than usual for this time of year. 

Cheese stocks uncharacteristically decreased in February, as historically high prices discouraged manu-

Dairy Update 
Dr. Charlie Hutchison 
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facturers and marketers from building inventory during what is normally a time to put cheese away. Total cheese inven-
tories on Feb. 28 were 1.035 billion lbs., down 2% from the end of January, according to USDA’s “Cold Storage” report 
released on March 23, 2011. American cheese stocks were 622.2 million lbs., also down 2% (-15.7 million lbs.). From 
2000-2010, American cheese inventories increased an average of 3% (+16.7 million lbs.) during February, the most for 
any month. 

Fluid milk sales in the November-January period were up fractionally from the year before, the first time the 
rolling three-month volume beat the prior year since December 2009. Sales were off 1.4% in calendar year 2010, a 
shortfall of 776 million lbs of milk that was used to manufacture other dairy products. 
Milk Production and Cow Numbers 

Milk supplies and component levels are increasing seasonally, approaching peak levels in California and other 
Western states. Milk production in Florida is up significantly this year (+13.0%), leading to record volumes of spot milk 
shipments out of the state. In the last two months, 200 tankers per week have been diverted to surrounding regions, up 
67% from last year. 

Cow numbers for all 50-states were steady in February after increasing 35,000 head in December and Janu-
ary, according to USDA’s latest “Milk Production” report. Over the last year, the largest expansion has come from Idaho 
(+18,000 head), Arizona (+15,000) and Texas (+15,000).  

On March 24th the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Cow Slaughter Under Federal Inspection by Re-
gion and U.S. Total report stated 58,900 dairy cows were slaughtered during the week ending March 12. This is an in-
crease of 100 head (0.2%) compared to the same week in 2010. This is the smallest year-over-year increase for a sin-
gle week during 2011. Year-to-date cow slaughter was reported at 676,000 head, up 63,900 head (10.4%) when com-
pared to the same period in 2010. 

According to the Milk Production report released by USDA on March 18th, milk production in February through-
out the United States increased 297 million pounds (2%) from last year to 15.1 billion pounds. This is the first time Feb-
ruary milk production has ever been above 15 billion pounds. On a daily basis, milk output increased 11 million pounds 
per day. Milk price increases have encouraged dairy farmers to add to the herd size compared to last year and boosted 
milk per cow production to historical highs for the month of February. Production per cow totaled 1,644 pounds (up 21 
pounds compared to last February), this is the largest reported February milk per cow production number. For the top 
23 milk-producing states, Florida had the largest percentage increase in milk production at 12.2%, compared to Febru-
ary 2010. Arizona and Kansas also had significant increases at 7.3 and 6.4%, respectively. 
(Sources: Daily Dairy Report and DFA Dairy Today)  chutchison@agcenter.lsu.edu 
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