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Horticulture Hints

Vegetable Gardening ______________________________

Baby, it’s cold outside! 
But not too cold for 
veggies!

I love growing vegetables in 
the fall season, the insects and 
disease seem to stay at bay and 
the weather is pleasant, but we all 
know fall doesn’t last very long in 
Louisiana. Winter is now upon us 
and it can be quite cold and wet 
outside! That being said, there are 
still tasks to be done in the home 
garden. 

Monthly Garden Tips

December
• If it is not too wet, make rows in your garden for the spring season. This 

might sound early, but the weather is quite unpredictable in the winter 
and often times can be wet. It is never a good idea to work wet soil. By 
starting to build and form rows now, you’ll leave yourself enough time 
to get this done before March. 

• Plant onions and shallot sets. October is the month to plant onion 
seeds. You must plant sets now. 

• Scout for insects. You are likely to find aphids on lettuce, kale and chard 
and worms in broccoli, cabbage and cauliflower. Only use insecticides 
when you see insects, not as a preventative. Insecticides such as 
horticulture oil, insecticidal soap and Bifenthrin products (Ortho Bug 
–B-Gon Max) work great for aphid control. Insecticides that kill worms 
and loopers include Sevin, Bt (Dipel) and Spinosad. 

• Order spring vegetable seed now if you want first pick of the great 
varieties. Wait too long and it will be too late to start your transplants.  

January
• Onions can be planted from mid-December to early January. In early 

January, continue to plant onions sets. 
• Mid- to late January, transplant broccoli, cabbage, cauliflower and 

lettuce and direct seed Irish potatoes into the garden.
• Vegetable growers in south Louisiana should start their tomato, 

eggplant and pepper transplants mid-January. North Louisiana 
vegetable growers should wait until the end of January or the 
beginning of February. It takes between eight and 10 weeks to 
germinate and grow into a decent sized seedling for the garden. Keep 
seedlings in a warm and bright area. One week prior to transplanting, 
move the seedlings outside to harden off. 

February
• Continue to transplant broccoli, cabbage, cauliflower and lettuce 

transplants into the garden. Successive planting (a portion of a row or a 
new row) every two weeks ensures you’ll have a steady harvest. 

• Directly seed beets, turnips, mustard, parsley, radishes, lettuce, snap 
beans and Irish potatoes.

• Leave space for spring crops which will go into the garden in March and 
April!
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Crop Highlights

Onions: Transplant pencil-size or smaller onion plants from mid-
December through January. 

Fertilize with 6 to 7 pounds of a complete fertilizer such as 8-24-
24 or 13-13-13 per 100 feet of row (about 0.6-0.7 pounds per 10 feet 
of row) about two weeks before transplanting.

Space plants about 3 to 4 inches apart in the row. You can plant 
several drills across a row, as long as onion sets are planted on 
6-inch centers. 

Side-dress onions, shallots and garlic in early February. Use ½ 
teaspoon of calcium nitrate between every other plant. Two ad-
ditional side-dressings at two-week to three-week intervals will 
increase bulb size. Control weeds during early November and 
December. Hand pulling and cultivation are the primary means of 
weed control in onions. Control thrips with malathion!

Shallots: Shallot sets can be planted any 
time during the winter. If you have some 
growing in the garden, replant several as you 
harvest by cutting back tops, separating bulbs 
and transplanting. Separate plants during 
December and January for next year’s sets.

Cabbage, Broccoli, Cauliflower and Chinese 
Cabbage: Spring planted cabbage may be sus-
ceptible to low temperatures. Temperatures in 
the low 20s will injure some of the cabbage, 
and lower temperatures will freeze many 
varieties. Watch weather before planting. 

Recommended varieties for winter production are Bravo, Cheers, 
Blue Vantage, Emblem, Vantage Point and Rio Verde. For reds, try 
Cardinal, Red Rookie 831, Red Rookie or Salad Bowl. Bolting may 
occur. Bolting is caused when plants go dormant because of pro-
longed exposure to cooler temperatures (45 degrees Fahrenheit and 
lower). Bolting of the cool-season crops also will occur when late-
season crops are exposed to hot temperatures. 

Each of these vegetables can be planted directly into the field 
during January, but cauliflower and Chinese cabbage should not be 
transplanted until late January or February. 

Irish potatoes: Begin planting Irish potatoes in mid-January in 
south Louisiana and the beginning of February in north Louisiana. 
A light frost can damage potato foliage. Don’t fret, they will grow 
back but harvest might be delayed. Fertilize at the rate of 7 to 8 
pounds of complete fertilizer (8-8-8, 13-13-13) or 8-24-24 per 100 
feet of row before planting (0.7-0.8 pounds per 10 feet of row). Cut 
seed potatoes into blocky pieces about the size of a silver dollar. 
Yes technically only one eye is 
needed to grow. But remember our 
typically wet winters will rot tiny 
potato pieces. It is best to start with 
a nice big piece that germinates 
before it rots. Plant seed pieces 10 
to 15 inches apart in the row. As the 
potato plants grow, pull soil each 
week from the sides of the rows up 
toward the plants to prevent tubers 
from surfacing. Consuming tubers 
that were exposed to sun and have 
green skin can cause quite a stomachache!

Transplant Production Tips
• Seeds of cole crops such as 

cabbage, broccoli and cauliflower 
will germinate well in cool soils 
(temperatures from 45 to 50 degrees 
Fahrenheit) but they have earlier 
germination times at higher soil 
temperatures. Most cole crops will be 
ready to transplant five to six weeks 
after seeding.

• Tomato, eggplant and pepper seeds 
require warmer soil for germination. 
This is why a controlled environment 
is required for uniform germination. 
Keep transplants in the greenhouse or 
cold frame. Some gardeners start seed 
on heating mats set at 85 degrees 
Fahrenheit. If using a heating mat, 
tomatoes can stay on the mat for 48 
hours and peppers and eggplant can 
stay on the heating mat for 72 hours. 
It typically takes eight to 10 weeks to 
produce a hardy tomato, eggplant or 
pepper transplant. 

• Transplants require sunlight. Provide 
full sunlight all day when seedlings 
first emerge. If starting transplants 
inside a house make sure the plants 
are near a bright window. Give them 
even more light if they start to stretch. 

• Harden off your transplants before 
moving them into the garden. Simply, 
remove the plants from your home or 
greenhouse and keep outside for one 
week before planting in garden. 

• Do not wait any longer than one hour 
after planting to water! 

• Every time the LSU AgCenter gives 
fertilizer recommendations, they 
are based on a 100-foot row that 
is approximately 4 feet wide. For 
instance, if our recommendations 
say 6 pounds per 100-foot row, 
it represents the amount for a 
400-square-foot area. If you have a 
garden that is 10 feet wide and 10 feet 
long, you have 100 square feet. So 6 
pounds per 400 square feet would 
be 1.5 pounds for 100 square feet. A 
pound of 13-13-13 or 8-8-8 is 1 pint – 
or 16 ounces or two cups. 

Kathryn Fontenot, Ph.D., 
Vegetable Crops
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Landscape Gardening and Ornamentals ________________

Poinsettia Care
The poinsettia is the most popular decorative 

plant for the Christmas season. The brightly colored 
red, pink, salmon or creamy white “petals” are actually 
modified leaves called bracts. The true flowers are 
small and clustered in the center of the bracts.

When selecting your poinsettia, make sure the true 
flowers haven’t all fallen off and your plants will remain 
attractive longer. Poinsettias have long been consid-
ered poisonous, but extensive research has shown 
that they are not. Still, prevent children and pets from 
chewing on them as they could choke on pieces of the 
leaves.

After purchasing a poinsettia, be sure to protect 
it while bringing it home. Sudden exposure to low 
temperatures and wind will damage the plant. Also, 
make sure your plant doesn’t get crushed or tipped 
over on the way home. Poinsettias are particularly 
fragile and the branches break easily. It’s best to have 
them sleeved before you take them out of the store.

The pots of poinsettias are often wrapped in color-
ful foil. When you get your plant home, punch holes in 
the foil where the drainage holes of the pot are locat-
ed. This allows the soil to drain properly and prevents 
the roots from becoming water logged. Make sure the 
furniture or floor you set your plant on is protected by 
a plastic saucer.

Have You Thanked a Tree Lately?
In Louisiana, Arbor Day is celebrated on the third Friday in January each year. In 2016 it is 

on Jan. 15. Arbor Day is a day set aside for us to appreciate all of the great things trees do for 
us and to plant trees.

You might not consider trees that important. Who needs to rake up all of those leaves any-
way? But, trees are especially important in urban and suburban areas for a variety of reasons.

Most of us would agree that Louisiana summers are too hot to begin with, but urban areas 
in particular are heat traps. The buildings, streets and parking lots absorb and hold heat from 
the sun, causing urban centers to be several degrees warmer than the surrounding country-
side.

Trees moderate this by absorbing the sunlight’s energy and using it to create their food. 
Trees provide comfortable oases by lowering air temperatures under their canopies by 6 to 
10 degrees. Overall, this helps to moderate temperatures in urban areas. On a more personal 
level, properly placed trees which shade your house can cut your air conditioning bill any-
where from 10 percent to 50 percent during the summer.

Air pollution is a real concern, and trees help out with that, too. The leaf surfaces of trees 
trap and filter out ash, dust, pollen and other particles in the air (although many trees also 
contribute to the pollen count when they bloom). Trees help supply the oxygen we need to 
breathe as well as use the carbon dioxide that we exhale and that factories and engines emit.

Among their many additional benefits, trees stabilize the soil and prevent erosion, cut 
down on noise pollution by acting as barriers to sound, hide unattractive views and provide 
food and shelter for urban wildlife. Trees also contribute greatly to beautification, increase 
property values and shade our outdoor living areas in the summer. Fruit and nut trees in the 
landscape even provide us with something good to eat.

So, go on, give your trees a big hug on Arbor Day. This state would be a different and much 
less agreeable place without them. And don’t forget to plant suitable trees wherever and 
whenever an appropriate situation exists.

Light and water are two key points to consider in 
caring for your poinsettias when you get them home. 
The plants should, of course, be located for attractive 
display, but a spot where they will receive some natural 
light will give best results.

The water needs of your plants should be checked 
every day by feeling the soil with your finger. When the 
soil begins to feel somewhat dry, water thoroughly. 
This may be easier if you take the plant to a sink, water 
it, let it drain and then place it back on display. Never 
let a poinsettia wilt.

Allowing a plant to dry out, low light, low humidity, 
drafts and placing them near sources of heat can all 
shorten the attractive life of your poinsettia. With a 
little care and attention, you can make sure that your 
holiday plant will provide a beautiful display through-
out the season.

Today’s poinsettias 
should hold their leaves 
and bracts well through 
the season given proper 
care. After the holidays or 
when they tire of them, 
most people should 
simply discard the plants 
much as you would a 
bouquet of flowers (chop 
them up and put them in 
your compost pile).
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Plant Trees in Winter
December, January and February are excellent 

months to plant trees. When planting trees, dig the 
holes at least twice the diameter of the root balls and no 
deeper than the height of the root balls. 

Remove container-grown trees from their containers. 
Place them gently onto the firm, undisturbed soil in 
the bottom of the holes. A root ball tightly packed with 
thick encircling roots indicates a root-bound condition. 
Minimizing damage to the roots, try to unwrap or open 
up the root ball to encourage the roots to spread into 
the surrounding soil. 

Set balled and burlapped trees in the hole with the 
burlap in place. Once trees are in the holes, remove any 
nylon twine or wire basket that may have been used 
and fold down the burlap from the top of the root balls. 
The top of the root ball should be level with or slightly 
above the surrounding soil. It is critical that you do not 
plant the tree too deeply. 

Thoroughly pulverize the soil dug out from the hole. 
Use this soil, without any additions, to backfill around 
the tree. Research shows that blending amendments 
such as peat moss or compost into the soil used to fill 
the hole slows establishment. It encourages the roots 
to grow primarily in the planting hole, delaying their 
spread into the soil beyond and may interfere with 
drainage. As a tree grows, its roots will grow out well 
beyond the reach of its branches. Because the roots 
will spend most of the tree’s life growing in native soil 
outside of the planting hole, they might as well get 
used to it from the beginning. 

Add soil around the tree until the hole is half full, 
then firm the soil to eliminate air pockets but do not 
pack it tightly. Finish filling the hole, firm again and 
then water the tree thoroughly to settle it in. Generally, 
don’t add fertilizer to the planting hole, although it is 
all right to use some slow-release fertilizer in the upper 
few inches, if you like. Using a root stimulator solution is 
optional. Stake the tree properly if it is tall enough to be 
unstable; otherwise it’s not necessary. Leave the sup-
port in place no more than nine to 12 months. 

It is beneficial to keep the area 1 to 2 feet out from 
the trunk free from weeds and grass. This encourages 
the tree to grow faster by eliminating competition from 
grass roots, and it prevents lawn mowers and string 
trimmers from damaging the bark at the base of the 
tree.

Pruning Trees in Winter
Winter is an excellent time to have shade trees 

pruned. Most shade trees are leafless in winter, and this 
allows the structure of the tree to be more clearly seen.

Unless you are simply removing a low growing 
branch on a small tree, you generally need to have tree 
pruning done professionally. Professional arborists must 
be licensed by the Louisiana Department of Agriculture 
and Forestry to practice tree care in our state. A list of 
licensed arborists by parish is available at http://www.
ldaf.state.la.us/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/ARL-0415.
pdf. Use this list to ensure you are selecting licensed 
companies and individuals.

When hiring an arborist to work on your trees, keep 
these points in mind.

• Ask to see a copy of their state arborist license. 
All practicing arborists must be licensed by the 
Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry. 
This is necessary for any work done on a tree, 
including pruning or removal. 

• Ask to see certificates of insurance, including proof 
of liability for personal and property damage 
and workman’s compensation. Then phone the 
insurance company to make certain the policy is 
current.

• Beware of door-knockers. This is especially 
common after storms when nonprofessionals see a 
chance to earn some quick money.

• Never let yourself be rushed by bargains such as “If 
you sign an agreement today, I can take 10 percent 
off the price.”

• Ask for local references, and look at other jobs the 
company has done. Check with the Better Business 
Bureau to see how well they resolve complaints.

• Have more than one licensed arborist look at the 
job and give you estimates to ensure you get a 
proper assessment/diagnosis and fair price for the 
work. This also allows you to get other opinions 
on what work needs to be done. Don’t expect 
one arborist to lower his bid to match another 
arborist’s estimate. And don’t be shy about asking 
questions. You need to understand what the 
arborist proposes to do and why.
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• A good arborist will never recommend – or agree 
to – topping a tree except under rare circumstances 
(such as to save the tree after severe physical 
damage to the crown).

• Unless you simply need a tree removed, choose a 
company that offers a wide range of services (such 
as pruning, fertilizing, cabling/bracing, pest control, 
etc.).

• Do not allow an arborist to use climbing spikes to 
climb a living tree unless the tree is being removed.

• To make sure the work is performed to the 
standards you expect, a written contract is 
recommended. It should include the dates when 
the work will start and finish, exactly what work will 
be done, what cleanup work will be done and when 
and the total dollar amount you will be charged. If a 
tree is to be removed and the stump ground down, 
make sure the company agrees to remove all of the 
wood chips if you don’t want them.

It is strongly recommended that you be present and 
watch while the work is being done, even if you have 
to take off from work. It’s the best way to make sure the 
work done is what you wanted and expected, and to 
avoid surprises after the work is finished.

days during moist or wet mild weather and in beds that 
are regularly irrigated.

Caterpillars and beetles also chew holes in leaves. 
Because the methods and pesticides for controlling them 
are different than for snails and slugs, it’s important to 
know which pest is causing the damage. The presence 
of slime trails – which look like meandering reflective, 
silver lines – indicate snails and slugs are the culprits. 
These may occur on concrete, pot sides or plant foliage. 
Caterpillars may leave behind dark pellet-like droppings, 
which would confirm their activity. Holes in the leaves of 
trees and shrubs are more likely to be caused by caterpil-
lars or beetles than by snails and slugs.

Controlling snails and slugs requires perseverance 
and it is best to use several techniques. The goal is to 
keep the population low enough to prevent an unac-
ceptable amount of damage. The main strategies for 
snail and slug control involve baits, traps, hand picking 
and encouraging predators that eat them.

Baits generally are available in the form of pellets, 
meal or liquid slurries. The snails and slugs must eat the 
bait for the active ingredient to work, so apply these 
materials in such a way that they are likely to be eaten. 
Follow label directions carefully. 

The chemicals in baits are toxic to snails and slugs and 
will kill them if they eat the bait. Baits should be used 
regularly until new damage is reduced to tolerable levels. 
Choose baits with iron phosphate as the active ingredi-
ent because those baits are safer to use.

Beer traps are useful in monitoring and reducing the 
population of snails and slugs. To make a beer trap, sink 
a small plastic bowl up to its rim in the ground and fill it 
half full of beer. Any kind will do, but it should be fresh. 
Set the traps in areas where snails and slugs have been 
causing damage in the early evening after watering 
the yard. Empty and reset the traps daily until you stop 
catching very many pests in them. Traps also are a great 
way to monitor population levels. If you see holes in 
leaves and have set out beer traps in the area, but don’t 
catch any snails and/or slugs, the damage is more likely 
due to caterpillars. 

Hand picking is done at night with a flashlight and 
is not for the squeamish. It helps to wear latex gloves 
or use kitchen tongs to pick up the slimy creatures. Put 
them in a plastic bag and throw them away. 

Several types of barriers will keep snails and slugs out 
of planting beds. The easiest to maintain are those made 
with copper flashing and screen. It is believed that cop-
per barriers are effective because the copper reacts with 
the slime that snails and slugs secrete, causing a disrup-
tion in their nervous system similar to an electric shock.

There are predators of snails and slugs that can 
consume large quantities of these pests. You can attract 
toads and keep them in your garden by providing a wa-
ter source such as a small pond, pool or water garden, as 
well as cover for the toads to hide under during the day. 
Gardens with active populations of hungry toads rarely 
have major problems with snails and slugs. There is also 
a predatory snail you may see. The decollate snail has an 
elongated cone shaped shell and you should leave them 
alone if you see one.

Controlling Snails and Slugs
Wet winter weather encourages snail and slug activity 

during mild spells. They commonly attack a variety of 
vegetables and bedding plants. Snails and slugs belong 
to the mollusk family (the same one as oysters). They 
crawl along on a single “foot” over a thin layer of slime 
that they produce to ease their way. 

Snails carry a shell on their backs, which they can 
retreat into when threatened. Slugs do not have shells.

In our mild climate, snails and slugs are active and 
cause damage virtually year-round. They enjoy eating 
many of the cool-season bedding plants and vegetables 
in our gardens this time of year. But trees, shrubs and 
most ground covers and vines rarely are badly damaged 
by snails and slugs.

The damage snails and slugs cause is obvious but can 
be misdiagnosed. They eat holes in leaves and flowers 
and especially favor low-growing, succulent growth. 
Snails and slugs will be most active at night or on cloudy 
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Checklist for December/January/February

1. Most spring-flowering bulbs can be planted 
through early December. Tulips and hyacinths 
must be refrigerated for six to eight weeks before 
planting in late December or early January.

2. Remove old flowers from your cool-season 
bedding plants to extend blooming and improve 
flower performance.

3. Plant gladiolus in late February in south Louisiana. 
Prolong the blooming season by planting at two- 
to three-week intervals for a couple of months.

4. Mulch shrubs and flowerbeds to get plants off to 
a good spring start and minimize weed problems.

5. Watch azaleas in February for lace bugs. They 
cause the foliage to have numerous small white 
spots and feed underneath lower foliage. Control 
with horticultural oil sprays or Orthene.

6. A late-winter planting of petunias will provide a 
good flower show for early spring. Consider the 
new Wave series. 

7. Winter is a great time for planting trees. Some 
excellent native species for Louisiana include 
nuttall oak, southern red oak, willow oak, red 
maple, southern sugar maple, southern magnolia, 
bald cypress and mayhaw. Louisiana Super Plants 
selections include evergreen sweetbay magnolia, 
willow oak, vitex and southern sugar maple.

8. February is the ideal time to fertilize trees.
9. January and February are good months to 

prune landscape trees and any deciduous and 
evergreen plants that don’t flower in the spring.

10. Clean and sharpen tools before you put them 
away. Wipe the metal blades with an oily cloth 
that coats them with a thin layer of protective oil 
to help prevent corrosion. Coat wooden handles 
with protectants such as a sealer, tung oil or 
varnish.

11. February is a good time to plant container or 
bare-root roses. Bare-root rose bushes should be 
planted by the end of February. Early planting 
allows rose bushes to become established in their 
new locations before they begin to bloom. This 
increases the number and quality of flowers, and 
the bush is more prepared to deal with summer 
heat when it arrives in May. Plant roses in sunny, 
well-prepared beds that have excellent drainage

12. Look for Louisiana Super Plants at your local 
nurseries. Louisiana Super Plants are selected for 
their outstanding performance around the state 
and are “university tested and industry approved.” 
Cool-season bedding 
plant Super Plants that can 
be planted now include 
Homestead Purple verbena, 
Swan columbines, Redbor 
kale, Camelot foxgloves, 
Amazon dianthus, Sorbet 
violas and Mesa gaillardia. 
Hardy shrub Louisiana Super 
Plants selections that can be planted now include 
Belinda’s Dream rose, Drift roses, Shishi Gashira 
camellia, Conversation Piece azalea and Leslie 
Ann sasanqua. 

13. Prune everblooming roses in late January or early 
February. Landscape roses, like the popular Knock 
Out roses, should be cut back by about one-half 
their height (do not cut back lower than two feet 
from the ground). Fertilize rose bushes in mid to 
late March.

14. Trim back dormant ornamental grasses in late 
February. It is important to remove the brown 
leaves before the new growth emerges and mixes 
with the dead growth. Electric hedge trimmers 
are a good tool to use for this job.
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Dan Gill, Consumer Horticulturist
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Yellow Leaves Are Not 
Always a Problem

Yellow leaves commonly show 
up on a wide variety of evergreen 
shrubs from fall through spring. 
Although the condition may 
look alarming, in most cases the 
yellowing leaves do not indicate a 
problem.

Here in the Deep South, we 
tend to use a large number of 
broad leaf evergreen trees and 
shrubs in our landscapes. These 
plants, such as gardenia, azalea, 
Southern magnolia, cherry laurel, 
Indian hawthorn, camellia, hollies, 
ligustrum, sweet olive, banana 
shrub, cleyera, viburnum and 
others, do not lose all of their leaves 
during winter and are green year 
round. This allows our landscapes 
to look green and attractive, even in 
the depths of winter.

Leaves on these plants do, 
however, eventually grow old, die 
and are dropped from the plant. 
Before old leaves drop, they often 
turn bright yellow, orange or red. 
Note that the affected leaves are 
generally the ones located farthest 
from the ends of the branches.

As many as one-third of the 
leaves on a plant may be dropped 
at one time, but the amount of 
leaf drop varies greatly from year 
to year and even plant to plant. 
Shrubs planted in the last year and 
shrubs under stress may drop a 
larger number of leaves.

This dropping of old, worn-out 
leaves generally occurs sometime 
between November and May, 
depending on the type of plant. 
Gardenias yellow and drop older 
leaves in October and again in 
May. Azaleas generally drop leaves 
in December and January. Hollies 
yellow and drop leaves in March or 
April just as, or before, new growth 
appears. Southern magnolias 
yellow and drop leaves in April or 
May.

EASYLouEASYana
GARDENINGGARDENING
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Fruits __________________________________________
Jujube and Loquat: Two Uncommon Fruit Crops  
for Louisiana 

Jujube
Scientific Name: Ziziphus jujube
Overall Ease of Care Ratings

• Insect and disease pest control: 
Easy

• Weed control: Moderate
• Climatic adaption: Good
• Pruning and training: Easy
• Pollination requirements: Self-

Fertile 
• Chilling requirement: 200-400 

hours
• Adaption to hot/humid 

conditions: Good
• Cold hardiness: Good

Site and Soil Requirements: 
Jujubes are native to China, but have 
been grown in the U.S. for well over 
100 years. Jujubes do best if planted 
in full sun. Jujube will do well in very 
hot weather and are tolerant of most 
soils. The trees need good drainage. 
They are able to grow in soils with 
high salinity or high alkalinity.

Irrigation Requirements:  Plants 
are drought resistant. Young plants 
will benefit from watering during 
extended drought periods.

Plant Spacing and Mature 
Canopy Size: Jujubes should be set 
out 12 to 15 feet apart since they 
require high light intensities for 
good production. Trees grow 20 
to 25 feet tall. Trees produce many 
shoots that arise from the roots, 
so it can become weedy if allowed 
spread. Allowing plenty of room to 
mow around the tree will help in 
controlling unwanted suckering.

Years to Bearing: Two to three.
Potential Yield: Up to100 pounds 

on mature trees.
Planting Stock: Bare root dor-

mant nursery plants are usually 
available from November to March. 

Varieties: ‘Li’ and ‘Tigertooth’, 
‘Sugarcane’, ‘Big Jim’, ‘Sherwood’. 

Varieties: ‘Li’ and ‘Tigertooth.’ ‘GA-
866’, ‘Sugarcane’, ‘Big Jim’, ‘Sherwood’. 
Additional varieties for fresh use are 
‘Honey Jar,’  ‘Shanxi Li’, and ‘Chico’. 
Good drying varieties include ‘Lang,’ 
‘Li’ and ‘Shanxi Li’.

Establishment: Jujubes prefer 
a soil with al pH to 5.5 to 6.5. 
Dig a hole wider than it is deep. 
Never plant a tree below the soil 
line visible on the trunk marking the 
previous soil level.  Water the hole so 
the water penetrates deeply. Set the 
tree in the hole and back fill. Water it 
in thoroughly again.

Pruning and Training: Pruning is 
seldom needed on jujubes, because 
the trees have an open, upright 
growth habit. Pruning is not recom-
mended for jujubes other than to 
remove dead limbs and clean up the 
lower branches. Any suckers coming 
from below the graft union should 
also be removed. Jujubes usually 
produce numerous thorny root 
suckers. These root suckers need to 
be removed promptly to prevent the 
tree from becoming weedy.

Fertilization: Jujubes appear to 
do well with little or no fertilization. 
Light broadcast applications of a 
balanced fertilizer during the grow-
ing season will speed growth. 

Harvesting: The plum-sized fruit 
has a thin, edible skin surrounding 
white flesh. The single hard stone 
contains two seeds. When the fruit 
is brownish-green, it is similar to a 
mealy apple in texture and flavor. 
However, when fully dehydrated 
in a shriveled brown condition, the 
fruit is much better tasting and very 
similar to a date. Many people prefer 
them during the interval between 
the yellow-green stage and the full 
red stage. At this stage the flesh is 
crisp and sweet, reminiscent of an 
apple. Under dry conditions jujubes 
lose moisture, shrivel and become 
very sweet (20% natural sugars).  If 
the fruit is picked when too green, it 
will not ripen. The fruit on a jujube 
tree does not ripen all at once 
which allows harvesting over a long 
season.   

Weed Control: Good weed 
control is essential. 

Major Insect Pests: Jujubes have 
few insect pests.

Loquat 
Scientific Name: Eriobotrya 

japonica

Overall Ease of Care Ratings
• Insect and disease pest control: 

Easy
• Weed control: Moderate
• Climatic adaption: Fair
• Pruning and training: Moderate
• Pollination requirements: Cross-

pollination 
• Chilling requirement: None 

(Evergreen)
• Adaption to hot/humid 

conditions: Good
• Cold hardiness: Good

Site and Soil Requirements: The 
loquat is a favorite landscape tree 
in southern Louisiana. The loquat is 
colloquially referred to as a Japanese 
plum. Loquats are adapted to a 
subtropical to mild-temperature 
climate. Loquat trees are very 
cold tolerant and may withstand 
temperatures down to 8 degrees to 
10 degrees F. Temperatures above 
95 degrees F may negatively af-
fect loquat tree growth. Where the 
climate is too cool or excessively 
warm and moist, the tree is grown 
as an ornamental but will not bear 
fruit. The loquat is a large evergreen 
shrub or small tree. Loquats are easy 
to grow and are often used as an 
ornamental. Their boldly textured 
foliage adds a tropical look to the 
garden and contrast well with many 
other plants. Loquats are wind toler-
ant and grow best in full sun, but 
also do well in partial shade. They 
grow well on a variety of soils, but 
need good drainage.

Irrigation Requirements: 
Loquats are drought-tolerant but 
respond well to irrigation. They 
will not tolerate continuously wet 
ground.
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Plant Spacing and Mature Canopy Size: The tree can 
grow 20 to 30 feet high, but is usually much smaller than 
this at about 10 feet.  Loquat trees not pruned may grow 
moderately large and should be planted 25 to 30 feet 
or more away from structures, electrical lines, and other 
trees for best production. Trees that are pruned to limit 
their size may be planted slightly closer. Trees planted 
too close to other trees or structures may not grow 
normally or produce much fruit because of shading.

Years to Bearing: Three.
Potential Yield: Mature loquat trees may yield from 

35 to 200 pounds per year depending upon tree size and 
care. The new flowers and fruit are often destroyed by 
freezes if temperatures fall below 27 degrees F. Because 
of their early blooming habit, they seldom fruit in colder 
areas unless they are in a protected location. In northern 
parts of the state plant loquats in a protected location 
but at least  half the day of sun. Good choices are on the 
south side of a heated building and under tall pines.

Planting Stock: Two-year-old container plants.
Varieties: Loquat fruits grow in clusters, are oval, 

rounded or pear-shaped, 1 to 2 inches long with a 
smooth or downy, yellow or orange, sometimes red-
blushed skin. The succulent, tangy flesh is white, yellow 
or orange and sweet to subacid or acid, depending on 
the cultivar. Each fruit contains three to five large brown 
seeds. The loquat is normally pollinated by bees. Some 
cultivars are self-infertile and others are only partially 
self-fertile. Flowers of the early and late flushes tend to 
have abnormal stamens and very little viable pollen. 
There are numerous loquat varieties. Loquat varieties 
have a range of peel and pulp colors as well as flavors.  
Most loquats obtained from nurseries are seedlings and 
vary in fruit quality. Fruit from seedling trees are sweet 
but may be small. Several improved varieties are avail-
able, but these are hard to find and can usually be found 
only at nurseries that specialize in exotic fruits. ‘Big Jim’ 
and ‘MacBeth’ are two varieties that have done well in 
south Louisiana. The varieties ‘Oliver’ and ‘Premier’ have 
had fire blight problems in south Louisiana. Most loquat 
varieties are self-pollinating, but a pollinator variety im-
proves fruit set. ‘Champagne’ and ‘Advance’ are reported 
to be non-self-fertile. ‘Gold Nugget’, ‘Thales’ and ‘Tanake’ 
are additional varieties that could be tried on a trial basis. 
Other varieties include: ‘Emanuel’, ‘Golitch’, ‘Juda’, ‘Judith’, 
‘Oliver’, ‘Sherry’, ‘Thursby’, ‘Bartow,’ ‘Fletcher Red,’ ‘Hardee’ 
and ‘Wolfe’.

Fertilization:  Loquats benefit from regular, light ap-
plications of nitrogen fertilizers, but too much nitrogen 
will reduce flowering. Administer two small applications 
of a complete fertilizer per year during the period of 
active growth. Do not apply any nitrogen-containing 
fertilizer after August since this may induce the tree to 
continue to grow during the winter and therefore reduce 
flowering in the spring.

Pruning and Training: Loquats grow best in full sun, 
but also do well in partial shade. Loquats also make 
attractive espaliers. Judicious pruning should be done 
just after harvest, otherwise terminal shoots become too 
numerous and cause a decline in vigor. The objective 
of pruning is a low head to facilitate fruit thinning and 
harvest. Prune also to remove crossing branches and 

thin dense growth to let light into the center of the tree. 
Loquats respond well to more severe pruning. 

Cold Protection: Well established trees can tolerate a 
low temperature of 12 degrees F. The killing temperature 
for the flower bud is about 19 degrees F, and for the 
mature flower about 26 degrees F. Fruit are set in the fall 
and mature in the spring. Winter temperatures below 25 
degrees F usually destroy the fruit. 

Harvesting: Loquat fruits should be allowed to ripen 
fully before harvesting. They reach maturity in about 
90 days from full flower opening. When ripe the fruit 
develops a distinctive color, depending on the cultivar, 
and begins to soften. Unripe fruits do not ripen properly 
off the tree and are excessively acid.  Under most condi-
tions, the loquat tends to develop an alternate-bearing 
pattern, which can be modified somewhat by cluster 
thinning in heavy production years. 

Weed Control: Because of the shallow root system of 
the loquat, care should be taken in mechanical cultiva-
tion not to damage the roots. Wood chips or similar 
materials can be used effectively in a 2-to-6 inch mulch 
layer around the Loquat tree. Keep mulch 8 to 12 inches 
from the trunk to prevent rotting of the base of the tree. 

Major Insect Pests: Loquats have few pest problems. 
Scale, fruit flies and birds can be a problem.

Major Disease Pests:  Fire blight (the same bacte-
rial disease that attacks apples and pears). Pruning out 
diseased limbs often gives adequate control. Do not fer-
tilize heavily since that can increase fire blight damage. 
Phytophthora can cause crown rot and Pseudomonas 
eriobotryae can cause cankers.

David Himelrick, Ph.D., Fruits
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Turfgrass and Lawns ______________________________
Bleak Time for Turfgrasses 
Begins in December

December begins a bleak time for warm-season 
turfgrasses. Most lawns should be dormant or at least 
close to this stage by Christmas. 

Because lawns are not actively growing, fertilizer 
applications are not needed during the winter. Actually, 
you should have stopped nitrogen fertilization on home 
lawns by late summer (mid- to late August for St. Augus-
tine grass and centipede grass). 

Nitrogen fertilizer on dormant to semidormant St. 
Augustine, centipede and zoysia lawns can lead to 
increased brown patch and winter kill. Also, nitrogen 
applications during this time have a greater potential for 
leaching or movement into nontarget areas.

Soil Sampling and Liming
Winter is an excellent time to collect soil samples and 

submit them for analysis. Samples should be a composite 
of soil collected from 3 to 4 inches deep at various places 
around the lawn. Reduce the sample to about a pint of 
soil and take it to the LSU AgCenter Extension Service 
office in your parish or to a participating garden center. 
Make sure to specify the type of grass you are growing 
on the soil test form. 

Soil samples submitted to the LSU AgCenter result in 
a wealth of information concerning the overall fertility of 
your soil. If results of the soil test indicate the soil pH is 
too acidic, lime will be prescribed in the soil test recom-
mendations. Winter is the best time to apply lime so it 
can be fully activated by the following spring. The correct 
soil pH is extremely important and has everything to do 
with nutrient availability to your lawn’s roots and to fertil-
izer performance. 

Turf Establishment 
Postpone any permanent warm-season turfgrass 

establishment from seed until next spring. 
Sod, such as St. Augustine grass and centipede grass 

can be laid during winter and established successfully 
during the spring. But remember to maintain good 
moisture to prevent the sod from dying. Establishment 
of sod is easiest, however, when sodding is delayed until 
the middle of spring, well after spring green-up.

Brown Patch
Brown patch disease can come and go throughout 

the winter if the weather is mild. 
Treatment with fungicides containing myclobutanil, 

propiconazole, pyraclostrobin, thiophanate-methyl and 
triticonazole will reduce the spread of brown patch. 
In addition, azoxystrobin is now available as granular 
fungicide. Azoxystrobin is one of the best fungicides on 
brown patch disease. 

Damage from brown patch will slow spring green-up, 
and affected areas will remain unsightly until warmer 
spring weather conditions help with turfgrass recovery. 

Lawns may show signs of green-up in southern 
Louisiana in late February. Do not push turfgrass growth 
with fertilizer at that time. Fertilizer applied too early 

Brown patch disease in Centipede grass

will feed winter weeds and will result in lush turfgrass 
growth that is more susceptible to injury from late frosts 
and increased levels of brown patch disease. Lawns may 
be fertilized in the New Orleans area by late March, but 
delay fertilizing areas north of Baton Rouge until early to 
mid-April.

Winter Weed Management
Broadleaf weeds and annual bluegrass infesting St. 

Augustine grass, centipede grass and zoysia, as well as 
dormant Bermuda grass, can be managed with applica-
tions of atrazine herbicide. 

February and March are good months to spray 
winter weeds while they are still actively growing. Also, 
herbicides containing three-way mixtures of 2,4-D plus 
dicamba plus mecoprop can be used for winter broad-
leaf control in all southern turfgrasses this time of the 
year. 

Since weed-and-feed products usually contain high 
levels of nitrogen fertilizer, application should be delayed 
until the appropriate times for applying nitrogen-con-
taining fertilizers for your area. (See information about 
brown patch above for recommendations about timing 
of fertilizer application.) Weed-and-feed products can be 
substituted as your first application of fertilizer during 
the early spring.

Ron Strahan, Ph.D.
Turfgrass Science
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Visit our LSU AgCenter Store 

www.LSUAgCenter.com/OnlineStore

Prepared quarterly by:

Kathryn Fontenot, Ph.D., Community/School Vegetable Gardens
Dan Gill, Consumer Horticulture
David Himelrick, Ph.D., Fruits
Ron Strahan, Ph.D., Lawns

 
Parish agents, please adapt these suggestions to your area before 
disseminating.
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