
Animal Industry News Update March 2012 Volume 13, Issue 1 

 

 

 

Proposed Federal Poultry Inspection Procedures 

 

Dr. Theresia Lavergne  tlavergne@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 

The proposed rule, “Modernization of poultry slaughter inspection” aims to reduce the risk of foodborne 

illness while focusing on the areas of production that are most critical to food safety. This rule is 

proposed by the Food Safety Inspection Service (FSIS) of the USDA. Also, this rule would mean a savings 

of $90 million in taxpayer dollars over three years, and over $250 million in poultry production costs per 

year (according to the USDA News Release no. 0018.12). 

 The new inspection system would: 

• Require poultry processers to sort carcasses before FSIS conducts online carcass inspection so 

that only carcasses likely to pass inspection are presented to the carcass inspector (today 

inspectors are sorting bruised carcasses but the proposed procedures would have processors do 

that themselves); 

• Reduce the number of online FSIS carcass inspectors to one per line; 

• Allow faster line speeds than are permitted under the current inspection systems; 

• Require processors to maintain records to document that the products resulting from their 

slaughter operations meet the regulatory definition of ready-to-cook poultry 

 The proposed inspection procedures should allow FSIS more time for offline food safety 

inspection (ie., pathogen testing) which would result in a safer food supply. Overall, FSIS reports that the 

result will be a more effective and efficient inspection procedure that will reduce the risk of foodborne 

illness. 

 The FSIS is taking comments on this proposed rule until April 26, 2012. More information is 

available at http://www.fsis.usda.gov/regulations_%26_policies/Proposed_Rules/index.asp. 

 

Louisiana Poultry Situation and Outlook 

 In 2011, 867.2 million pounds of broilers were produced in Louisiana. The gross farm value of 

broilers was $720.2 million in 2011 and the state had 299 commercial broiler producers. The 523 egg 

producers (including 2 commercial operations and 521 small producers) in Louisiana produced 21.3 

million dozen eggs in 2011, and the farm value of commercial egg production was $22.5 million. The 

total value of poultry production, including value-added, was $1.6 billion in 2011. 

 Broiler production in Louisiana for 2012 should be equal to or slightly below the previous year. 

Broiler prices and net returns will remain similar to 2011. Also, wholesale egg prices will follow the 

national trend of a slight decrease in price, and production will remain similar in 2012. The number of 

broiler and egg producers will remain similar in 2012. 
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