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Spring Cowherd Management Tips 
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Bull Management 

 Schedule a breeding soundness exam for your herd sire(s), which should be completed 45-60 days prior to the 

beginning of the breeding season.  This allows time for a bull to be retested or replaced, but is not too early that he 

might get into a fight and/or get traumatized in a way that would make him useless.  Evaluate their body condition. 

Young bulls are still growing and will have greater nutrient needs than mature bulls. The most popular question in 

regards to bull management is “how many cows a bull can cover” or “how many bulls do I need”.  The answer is: it 

varies. There are many factors that will determine how many cows a bull can cover. A good rule of thumb is a mature 

bull  can cover 25 cows in a controlled breeding season (75-90 days), younger bulls should be exposed to as many 

cows as they are old in months of age (15 month old bull= 15 cows).  We also should remember that just because a 

bull can breed 18 cows does not mean he will.  Watching your herd sires work after they are turned out with the 

cows is imperative to prevent a disaster of a bull with low libido not getting the job done. 

Continue Mineral Supplementation 

 During times of rapid growth, forages tend to be lower in magnesium (Mg) which can lead to the possibility of 

grass tetany in the cattle grazing that forage.  Providing a mineral with Mg (8-10% of mineral) can help prevent this.  

Mineral supplementation is a great way to deliver ionophores or other feed additives to grazing cattle. 

Post-Calving Management 

 There are two management practices that should be taken care of as close to birth as possible; castration and 

dehorning.  As an animal gets older, the stress from these practices increases. So, take care of them as early in life as 

possible. Older, heavier calves will be discounted if they are not castrated or dehorned when marketed.   

Spring cleaning 

 It is time to service your hay equipment and get it ready for the upcoming season. Regardless of the amount of 

use last year it is recommended to grease, clean and assure that all moving parts are not worn or need replacing.  

Tax Time 

 While growing up, tax time seemed like the most unpleasant time of year.  That may have been or is the case in 

your household, but it is something we have to do. Gather all tax documents for your tax preparer. 

Other timely tips and calendar items can be found on the LSU AgCenter’s web portal and the Beef Management 

Calendar found at this url: http://www.lsuagcenter.com/NR/rdonlyres/9B42F758-FDB5-4C15-9905-

6CEBFEEBCCCF/2952/pub2712BeefCalendar.pdf  
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