4-H Advisory Committee Meeting
April 15, 2008
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The meeting was opened with a brief explanation of the role of the 4-H Advisory Council.  Discussion was opened to any topic concerning how 4-H can better help meet the needs of the youth in Catahoula parish. 

Members of the committee expressed concern for youth as they looked for career information and for part-time employment in later high school years.  Members discussed how the 4-H program could help 4-H’ers become aware of what sorts of careers were available as well as how to obtain those careers.  Local career/job fairs were discussed, with youth on the committee expressing the need for more time to talk with employees with real-world job experience as opposed to recruiters to colleges and vo-techs.  
Youth on the committee also shared how they often felt like our parish didn’t offer enough after-school, evening and weekend activities.  Suggestions included having small project groups and clubs that met in individual schools.  It was also discussed how the junior leaders could help guide the younger 4-H’ers in these groups.

Both leaders and youth talked about the 4-H project books, expressing that the books were not user-friendly and tended to be too hard. They also discussed that too many projects were offered and that it might be easier if the choices were more limited.

Youth asked if a photography contest could be started within the parish, with monthly themes and winners.  Winning pictures could be displayed in a musical slide-show on Achievement Day.

