Franklin Parish Family and Consumer Sciences (FCS) 
Advisory Leadership Council (ALC) Meeting 
April 8, 2009
Citizen’s Progressive Bank Community Room
11:30 am – 1:00 pm
Officers of the Franklin Parish FCS ALC:

Chair – Barbara Copes

ALC Members in Attendance:




AgCenter staff:
Barbara Copes


Katie McCarty



Ginger Boutwell
Gail Fowler


Alicia McLemore


Terri Crawford
Jean Lemos


Debbie Price



Carol Pinnell-Alison
Amy Linder


Mary Belle White
A light lunch was served before the meeting.
Chair, Barbara Copes called the meeting to order and asked ALC members to introduce themselves. FCS Extension Agent, Ginger Boutwell welcomed everyone to the meeting.  
 Mrs. Boutwell gave a brief orientation of the role of the advisory leadership council in Extension’s programming process and explained the mission of the Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service (LCES).She shared the responsibilities of ALC members and discussed the job descriptions of members. 

The meeting was then turned over to Terri Crawford who served as facilitator for the meeting. Mrs. Crawford asked each ALC member to list issues facing families of Franklin Parish which they felt LSU AgCenter could address. After listing the issues, each person was asked to prioritize their list. Next everyone was given the chance to name and explain their top three issues. Each issue was written on posters where everyone could see and then vote on according to what they considered the most important.
The top four issues identified by the FCS Advisory Leadership Council for Franklin Parish were:

1. Parenting Skills – includes learning how to parent difficult children, literacy, grandparenting
2. Budgeting- included priority setting, determining wants vs. needs, and credit card debt

3. Health and Safety- nutrition & physical activity, STD prevention, ATV, bike and car safety, and Mental health
4. Job readiness – resume’, work ethics, proper dress attire, work etiquette, social skills, and personal pride.
Once the four main issues were identified ALC members were grouped according to the issue they chose to work on. Each group brainstormed the who, what, when, where, why and how to address the issue. Plans and ideas included:

1. Parenting skills – Gail Fowler and Jean Lemos

It was suggested to divide the parents into two separate groups:  
(A) Parents and grandparents that are parenting young children  
(B) Parents of early teens.
In the fall at a central location, have a workshop for group A and another workshop in the spring for group B.

Group A will focus on handling difficult children.
Group B will focus on parenting adolescents and understanding the hormonal changes they may be going through.

It was suggested to write a grant where a stipend could be offered to entice parents to attend.

2. Budgeting – Alicia  McLemore (Susan Durham) 
Alicia had to leave and this issue wasn’t addressed.

3. Health and Safety – Barbara Copes and Amy Linder

This issue also decided to work with two separate groups: Senior citizens and high school students.

For the senior citizens it was decided to work through the Council on Aging and Triad to address the issues of home safety, scams, ID Theft, nutrition and healthy physical activity. The group decided it would be best to conduct these sessions in the mornings.

For high school students the issues were sex ed (prevention of STDs), seat belt safety and 4-wheeler safety. An assembly conducted by the school nurse, health unit nurses and law enforcement during school. Also include people with real-life stories in these areas.
4. Job Readiness- Debbie Price, Mary Belle White, Katie McCarty
The target group in this issue is high school students and their parents. Hold a Job Readiness Fair one Saturday at the Technical College where there would be mini sessions (30 minutes) on resumes, work ethics, work etiquette, proper dress and personal pride in yourself and your work. Maybe see if the students could earn extra points in their classes for attending.
Each group reported on their plans.

The meeting was adjourned at 1:00 pm.
