Louisiana 4-H Master Volunteer ACE 

Philosophy Statement

Section 2

Writing a personal philosophy statement is basically articulating your beliefs or finding a way to express your belief to others.  This process can be helpful in providing clarity and direction as you continue to develop as a 4-H youth development volunteer.  Traditionally, philosophies explore the meaning of truth and knowledge.  Your statement, to be meaningful, should be relatively free of “jargon,” while utilizing appropriate or accepted vocabulary and concepts.  Philosophy statements are generally written in an active voice and use clear and logical ideas to support the statements.

One way to begin to write your personal philosophy statement is to complete a series of sentences, then to further develop the thought by adding the “why” for each statement.  This will provide a basis for the narrative statement that will be built from your personal beliefs and values.

Starters for the sentences might be:


I believe that working with young people is important because……


The roles of volunteers in community organizations like 4-H should be…..


My role as a 4-H volunteer should be…


I value the role young people play in….


I believe that young people learn best when…

These are just general ideas to help you get started.  You might also think about the following questions in beginning to write your philosophy statement.

· In the grand scheme of things, what difference does it make whether volunteers work with youth?

· What is the significance of creating an environment for positive youth development?

· What would the impact be of not having 4-H opportunities in my community?

· Does it matter if an ethic of community service is instilled in young people?

· Does participating in non-formal learning really impact youth as they grow into adulthood? 

Instructions:  In 250 words or less (one typed page maximum), discuss your personal philosophy statement of positive youth development.  You may stop short of that limit, but please do not exceed the one-page limit.  The information provided here is intended to help you get started as you reflect on your statement.  Your final statement may or may not include these specific questions or sentence beginnings.  Make it your statement to reflect your personality and belief system.

NOTE:
 Philosophy statements must be legible written in ink or typed in standard 12-point type.

