[image: image1.png]


Evangeline Parish Rice Advisory Committee Minutes

Thursday October 12, 2006 - 10:30 a.m.

Jungle Restaurant, Ville Platte, La.

Meeting was called to order at approximately 10:15  by Jeffrey Sylvester, President,  EPRGA.  In attendance were: Jeffrey Sylvester, Scott Fontenot, Richard Fontenot, Neal Lejeune,  David Morein, Randy Jemison of USA Rice, Dr. Ray McClain, Dr. Don Groth, Dr. Johnny Saichuk, & Keith Fontenot.

Purpose and expectations of the committee were explained as well as thanking committee members for attending.  Committee members were informed that Dr. Linscombe was currently out of the country and expressed his sentiments that he would have been at the meeting.

The meeting opened with Randy Jemison with USA Rice updating all in attendance of the LLR601 problem and current situation.  Comments were made by many in attendance of the problem and then drifted towards the effect of this on rice markets and rice prices.  The current situation is one in which rice is being held by producers as prices slowly go up.  The original effect of this problem on the market was devastating with prices slowly recovering over time.  Right now most producers are holding with a wait and see attitude on where markets are going.  Some are selling to cover some production costs, but most are selling with the price contract being fluid for the next 5 months.

Discussion started on rice yield and milling figures for this year.  General consensus was a yield of 36-37 dry barrels or 59.94 cwt. for a parish wide yield average.  This would put yields down somewhat compared to last year.  Milling varied with good and low reports given.  Most felt milling was a little down from last year with some exception.  Comments were made that yields in some areas were still very high, with most lower yields and disease problems evidenced in the southern end of the parish.

From this Dr. Don Groth went into the disease problem that hammered many of the fields this year, Cercospora, or Narrow Brown Leaf Spot.  This disease has been around for years and is commented on in many journal and research articles of previous years.  This year the prevalence of the disease was on a much larger widespread scale with disastrous effects.  Some researchers are looking into the validity that some of the causal effect may come from rice carryover or “volunteer rice” in crawfish ponds.  This could be a source of inoculum if the disease is present and may serve as an incubator in severe cases.  Dr. Groth discussed the control of the disease with early season applications of fungicides, a preventative that many growers may use next year.  The problem with this disease is that infection could occur as early as 30 days prior to symptoms showing up on the plant, making scouting futile. Prophylactic fungicide treatments with propiconazole products may be what is used for prevention.  Whereas many of our producers currently use one of the strobulurins, which are effective for the usual problems of Sheath Blight, and Blast, both of which were very light this year.

Dr. Ray McClain then gave a brief overview of crawfish research that was ongoing at the station.  Much work is being done on burrow survival of crawfish and also information on emergence and condition of crawfish.  Condition described as either carrying eggs, carrying young, not bred, etc.  Discussion also on the water level influence of burrowing and also emergence of crawfish with emphasis placed on water levels needed to soften burrow plugs, so crawfish can emerge.  The importance of rain events to soften plugs for emergence and also water level as it relates to decomposition of organic matter in the pond and how this effects oxygen content and water quality were also brought out.  Richard Fontenot brought out discussion on 3rd party crawfishermen and what their cost is to the rice crop and rice farmer.  He asked that this be looked at from an economical analysis to include all the hidden costs that are often overlooked by the rice farmer.  Things such as late planting, weed problems with maturity and re-seeding for the next rice crop, trapping lanes and the repair and recovery of these, levee work or the lack of being able to accomplish needed repairs, even increased disease problems possibly coming from carry over rice in crawfish ponds.  Dr. McClaine commented that Dr. Jeff Gillespie had looked at some of these, but he is currently on a leave of absence for one year. Richard was asking who could possibly look into this.  Suggested were Dr. Salassi, and Guidry as possibilities.

Next topic discussed was medium grains, mainly Bengal, with some discussion of the newer release Jupiter and some of the milling problems and questions with this variety.  There were some problems with Kernel Smut in a couple of fields.  Johnny discussed briefly the inactivity of Quadris and the need for Stratego or a Quadris combination with propiconizole with it, especially when looking at a blast timing. Also Dr. Groth reiterated the cercospora problem and how the propiconizole applications would help with these smut problems as well.

Insecticides and insects were discussed next.  Karate was used with success this year, again, but many fields were sprayed twice for weevils.  There were some field border and levee applications that went out due to weevils being low in number.  This was done as a precautionary move.  Icon is still being used.  There are also still some failures in fields - having to drain fields if and when the water and well are sufficient to do so.  Also with the crawfish situation and growth, many fields were drained due to the associated problems with spraying nearby rice fields.  Stink bugs were bad everywhere this year echoed by all in attendance.  Many fields were sprayed which led to discussion on timing of applications, but also more importantly, timing of field sampling for stinkbugs and how they move in the canopy during the day relating to heat etc.  Karate and its lethality on crawfish was also discussed with a couple of members stating, “Early morning applications are much more lethal to crawfish, as compared to a 10:00 a.m. or later applications”.  Much discussion ensued on timing and lethality on crawfish as well as stinkbugs.

Keith Fontenot asked about growers utilizing the Agcenter websites, especially the rice web page.  Two of the group accessed it sometimes.  Richard Fontenot the made comment that he much prefers getting the E-mail bullets that are sent out concerning rice topics since they are much more timely and useable.  DD-50 program access was also pointed out on the web page for those who may wish to do their own.

Keith then asked about educational programs being utilized now in the parish such as
January Rice and Soybean School.   Comments included “excellent, keep it going”, “keep topics current”.

Attendance at the  Rice Disease, Insect  & Update Clinics was brought up with the early morning meeting having excellent attendance, while the other two were poor.  Suggestions centered on possibly moving the Rice Field Tour date up and combining the field tour and the rice insect and disease clinic into one.  The variety plots would be younger, but we could still discuss them all the same, while the insect and disease information would be timely and needed. 
Keith then asked about other topics and information being sent out such as E-mails, newsletters, etc.  Comments included, “Excellent variety, works well, very informative, good timing, E-Mail updates on current topics or breaking news”.  “Excellent,  those who use computers used more than web DD-50 Program.  Continue to offer to run DD-50 program in parish office, especially for those without computers or computer skills.”
Next item was educational topic suggestions for the Annual Parish Rice & Soybean Program to be held on Wednesday January 10, 2007 at the Ville Platte Civic Center.

Topics suggested were:

Rice Variety updates,  LLR601 situation and update; Dr. Linscombe

Production Practices, verification problems noted as an update; Dr. Saichuk

Soybean varieties update; Dr. Lanclos

Asian soybean rust; Dr. Hollier

Market situation update; Dr. Johnson

Cercospora and other rice diseases; Dr. Groth

Rice herbicides; Dr. Webster

Crawfish / rice production economics

Keith Fontenot raised the question of whether to keep the Pesticide Re-Certification program in conjunction with this meeting.  The reply was yes.

After different discussions the meeting was adjourned at approximately 12:15.
The EPRGA held their board meeting and Annual Meeting and Ladies Night planning meeting after lunch.

