Evangeline Parish Rice Advisory Committe Minutes

Thursday October 9,  2007 - 9:00 a.m.

LSU AgCenter Office, Ville Platte, La.

Meeting was called to order at approximately 9:00  by Jeffrey Sylvester, President,  EPRGA.  In attendance were: Jeffrey Sylvester, Scott Fontenot, Richard Fontenot,  Neil Lejeune,  David Morein, Dr. Don Groth, Dr. Johnny Saichuk,  Dr. Brookes Blanche, Dr. David Lanclos, Dr. Gene Johnson, Kenneth LaHaye, Bruce Shultz,  & Keith Fontenot.

Purpose and expectations of the committee were explained, as well as thanking committee members for attending. Committee members were informed that Dr. Linscombe was currently out of the country and expressed his sentiments that he would have been at the meeting.

Discussion started on Rice yield and milling figures for this year. General consensus was a yield of 37.5 - 38  dry barrels or 60.75cwt for a parish wide yield average. This would put yields about the same, somewhat, compared to last year.  Milling was consistent with most reporting good to excellent milling yields.
Acreage figures were then discussed with Evangeline actually increasing in acreage by about 2,336 acres.  Most of the parishes showed very large decreases in acreage.  Last year saw Evangeline’s acreage drop from 48,000 to 34,139, which represented our large decrease.

Blackbird problems were discussed a little with no early season problems of significance reported.  Late season problems are seen, especially in the Whiteville area where there is nearby cane fields for roosting sites.  Dr. Saichuk related to some work being done with caffeine, as a bird repellent, however the researcher who had been working with this is now retired.  It is not known if any special efforts are on line with APHIS for blackbird work in the near future.

From this Dr. Don Groth gave a rundown on disease pressure in the crop of this past year. Light cercospora problems were reported, as many remembered last year and the terrific hit cercospora gave many fields. There was more of a Blast problem this year, even showing up in Jupiter, where it was severe.  Dr. Groth did relate that many fields this year were sprayed to prevent cercospora, especially anyone who was hit so severely by this disease last year.
Varieties and percentages planted were the next topic, with about 95.4% of the parish acreage planted to long grains and about 4.6 % planted to medium.  About 37,765 acres were planted to long grains and 1,710 to medium.

Next topic was medium grains, mainly Bengal, with some discussion of the newer release Jupiter, and some of the milling problems and questions with this variety. There were some problems with Kernel Smut in a couple of fields.  Johnny discussed briefly the inactivity of Quadris and the need for Stratego or a Quadris combination with propiconizole with it, especially when looking at a blast timing.  Also, Dr. Groth reiterated the cercospora problem and how the propiconizole applications would help with these smut problems as well.
The Hybrid varieties were then discussed with different comments coming in as far as effectiveness and the growers being pleased with the results, or not so happy with yields.  For the most part, growers seemed to think that hybrids did not produce as well as previous years, especially in comparison to commercial varieties.  In commercial varieties Cl161 was very disappointing in yields more or less across the board.  Weather conditions had a lot to do with the varieties, as well as the rains which affected many fields at critical times of flowering and pollination for grain fill.

Insecticides and insects were next.  Karate was used with  success this year, again, but many fields were sprayed twice for weevils. There were some field border and levee applications that went out due to weevils being low in number.  This was done as a precautionary move.  Also, with the crawfish situation and growth, many fields were drained due to the associated problems with spraying nearby rice fields.  In this same type of close field association Mustang Max was impregnated on fertilizer and used in many fields. Growers present that used this method reported it worked well in several of their situations. There were some who commented that in a high weevil infestation this application may not give sufficient control.
Comments were made by Keith Fontenot, about Dr. Hummel having a prior engagement and not being able to attend the meeting and also discussion on Rice Panicle Mite, by Dr. Saichuk, along with printed material from RPM website, that each committee member had in folder in hand. This was suggested as a topic of interest for the annual growers meeting in January.

Keith  asked about growers utilizing the AgCenter websites, especially the rice web page. It was pointed out that the LSU sites are more difficult to navigate as compared to the Arkansas web site.  Dr. Saichuk commented that some improvements may be coming.  He also asked about navigation once they reached the rice web page and comments were that it was somewhat easier to locate information on.  All the growers present did comment that they had at one time or another accessed the web site for information.
Keith  brought up the Financial Training program scheduled for December 11 & 13 that will be offered in the parish office as well as another location in the Southwest Region. Suggestion was made that we should also include information dealing with worker protection records and pesticide application records, and maintaining these records for LDAF inspections.

Keith then asked about educational programs being utilized now in the parish such as:

January the Rice and Soybean School Growers Meeting.

Comments were, “excellent keep it going, keep topics current”.  Also, with the advent of soybean prices being very conducive to increases in acreage, there may be an opportunity for a second informational meeting for producers to be held in latter part of January dealing primarily with beans but possibly include information on grain sorghum as well.

 
In regards to Rice Disease, Insects and Update Clinics, the attendance at these was brought up, with the early morning meeting having excellent attendance, while the other two were poor. Suggestions centered on possibly moving the Rice Field Tour date up and combining the field tour and the rice insect and disease clinic into one. The variety plots would be younger, but we could still discuss them all the same. While the insect and disease information would be timely and needed.  It was felt that an early June meeting at the location of the variety plots would be sufficient to cover all topics.


 Keith then asked about other topics and information being sent out such as E-mails, newsletters, etc.  Comments were, “Excellent, variety work was very informative, good timing of E-Mail updates on current topics or breaking news”.  Other comments were excellent by those who use computers.  They used more than web.  Continue to offer to run the DD-50 Program, especially for those without computers or computer skills to use it on web.

The next item was educational topic suggestions for the Annual Parish Rice & Soybean Program to be held on Wednesday,  January 9, 2008  at the Ville Platte, Civic Center.  Topics suggested were:

Rice Varieties, Seed Availability, Situation and Update - Dr. Linscombe

Moisture for Draining and Harvest, Hand Sampling for these, Verification Update -  Dr. Saichuk

Rice Insects, Rice Panicle Mite -  Dr. Hummel

Soybean Varieties and Cultural Practices Update, - Dr. Lanclos

What Does Crawfish Cost Rice - Dr. Salassi
Market Situation Update - Dr. Johnson

Rice Diseases & Management  - Dr. Groth
Rice Herbicides - Dr. Webster

Farm Bill Update -  Randy Jemison

Keith Fontenot raised the question of whether to keep the Pesticide Re-Certification program in conjunction with this meeting.  The reply was yes.


Dr. David Lanclos, then gave an update and synopsis on the soybean growing season -  problems seen and also the fact that record yields in corn and soybeans were being set across the state this year.  He gave an update on the soybean verification program and the fact that timing of management decisions and applications were probably the main reason verification fields have been way ahead of grower fields and state average yields for several years.


Dr. Lanclos explained the “green bean” problem that a lot of producers are experiencing across the state as dealing with stresses put on the plants, primarily from very high night time temperatures during the flowering and pollination stages as well as at pod fill stages.  Other stresses that complicate this problem naturally are water and drought stress as well as insect pressure.


The high prices of wheat this year and next indicate that some beans may be following a rotation of wheat.  In lieu of this, a suggestion was made that we may hold a separate soybean and grain sorghum informational grower meeting sometimes in late January or early February. Richard Fontenot commented that the Farm Bureau office may be of assistance with a meeting place and other items.


Keith Fontenot brought information to the attention of the committee dealing with the cotton, soybean tour held this year for agents, and how some of our producers may be very interested in touring the Monsanto facility in Leyland, Mississippi to observe the research that is ongoing there, with corn, cotton, beans, and other crops, as well as crop management procedures.

Dr. Lanclos also re-iterated the importance and differences in yield observed between raised bed soybeans and those grown flat.  The raised bed discussion ensued dealing with bed and row widths comparable to row spacing, and flat planting. The differences in these were also pointed out by Richard Fontenot, as well as other growers, with their experiences dealing with raised beds, and/or row soybeans.


Other incidental discussion on soybeans including the parish workshop held earlier this year on June 14 at Neal Lejeune’s shed dealing primarily with the ASR threat as well as Dr. Roger Leonards talk on stinkbug control being the highlight of this clinic.  Neal commented how this clinic was an excellent program for getting direct information at a needed time.  Other incidental discussion on soybean topics was varied and covered several areas of interest.


The EPRGA held their board meeting after other incidental discussion.   The decision was made to hold the Annual Meeting and Ladies Night On Wednesday, November 7 at Cajun Catfish Kitchen and Steak House at 6:30 p.m.  


After different discussions, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 12:15 for lunch. 
Lunch was roast, rice & gravy, rolls, cole slaw, and corn.

