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Thai Connections

SPESS professor Dr. Carl
Motsenbocker taught a Study
Abroad class for College of
Agriculture students this summer.
The LSU in Thailand class
provides an opportunity  for
students to study agriculture, travel
and experience the culture of
Thailand, one of the most exciting
countries in the world to visit. The
objective of the three-week
program is to provide students an
opportunity to learn abroad the
issues involved in agricultural
development and provide cultural
and intellectual enrichment.

The course allows participants
to appreciate and apply the
academic course work they have
taken at LSU to real world
situations in a rapidly developing
industrialized country with a strong
agricultural economy.

AgCenter.

The sites in Thailand were selected because of their diverse
agricultural development projects and activities. Students traveled to
several areas, visiting research and outreach stations,
agricultural enterprises and cultural sites. The Study Abroad class is
part of an informal exchange program with Kasetsart University,
considered to be one of the premier agricultural universities in
Thailand. As part of the exchange, during the summer months
Kasetsart University graduate students are provided an opportunity to
study and work as interns with agriculture faculty in the LSU

private

The School of Plant, Environmental and Soil
Science (SPESS) continued its excellence in
graduate student recruitment and training throughout
2006 and into 2007. Dr. Hua Zhang, former graduate
student of Dr. Magdi Selim, was honored by
winning the Prentiss Schilling Outstanding
Dissertation Award. In a similar vein, Sreedhar
Alwala, graduate student of Dr. Collins Kimbeng,
was awarded a Graduate Student Fellowship from
the Graduate School. Sreedhar is also a finalist for
the Mott award, one of the highest honors bestowed
by the Crop Science Society of America.
Recruitment of graduate students was further
enhanced by Dr. Prasanta Subudhi, who recently
won an Economic Developmental Assistantship
Award from the LSU Graduate School to recruit
meritorious graduate students. The award is for four
years with an assistantship of $25,000 annually.

Research related to the award will be for utilization
of genes from Spartina alterniflora to improve salt
tolerance in rice.

Graduate student Mary Beth Robichaux receives an
LNLA scholarship for 2007 from Dan Gill, a Professor in
the School of Plant, Environmental & Soil Sciences.
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Louisiana State
Horticulture Society
Events and Officers

Dr. Ed Bush

The Louisiana State Horticulture
Society elected officers at its recent
board meeting held in Baton
Rouge. Serving the association in
2007 and 2008 are Ed Bush,

president; Stuart Gauthier, vice
president; Dan Gill, secretary;
Robert Turley, treasurer; Allen

Owings, newsletter editor; and Sid
Guedry, journal editor. Annie Coco
recently completed a four-year term
as president. The main summer
activity for the group will be a
professional development tour to
Washington in late July/early
August.  The 2008  annual
conference has been scheduled for
January 9 at the ULL Ira Nelson
Horticulture Center in Lafayette.

Graduate Studies

Facilities  includes 59  research
laboratories, plus numerous student
and faculty offices, eight classrooms,
and  teaching laboratories.  All
laboratories are equipped with state-of-
the-art multimedia facilities. Both
teaching and research assistantships are
offered by the department. Students
holding teaching assistantships may
assist in the teaching of a course, or
teach one to two laboratory sections.
Get more information at our website at
WWW.Spess.Isu.edu.

Louisiana Chapter — Azalea Society of America

LSU AgCenter horticulturists Allen Owings and Regina Bracy are
currently serving as president and secretary, respectively, of the
Louisiana Chapter of the Azalea Society of America. A new azalea
garden at the Hammond Research Station named in honor of local
nursery woman Margie Jenkins is being supported by the chapter.

Horticulturalists from the SPESS also hosted the annual state
FFA Floriculture and Nursery Crops contest at the Horticulture Hill
Farm Teaching Facility and University Gardens. Approximately 200
high school students across the state came to LSU to compete for a
chance to go to the National FFA contest. Students take a written
exam and a plant ID exam. Faculty, staff and students worked
together to prepare exams and administer them to the students.

AgCenter, Southern agents attend sustainable
Ag tour in North Carolina

The Louisiana Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education
(SARE) Professional Development program sponsored a four-day
field trip in April to attend the Carolina Farm Stewardship’s Annual
Piedmont Farm Tour. A total of 21 persons participated in the tour,
including 10 county agents from the LSU AgCenter and Southern
University. The group, led by Carl Motsenbocker with the LSU
AgCenter and Owusu Bandele of Southern, visited eight sustainable
farms in the Burlington-Pittsboro area of North Carolina.

The farms were small to medium scale farms that use direct
marketing primarily and were a good demonstration of how to sustain
family farms and communities and remain stewards of the land while
making a living in agriculture. In addition to the farm tours on
Saturday and Sunday, the group toured the Carrboro and Durham
farmers markets on Saturday morning and also visited urban
agriculture projects in Atlanta, Georgia. The sustainable agriculture
training program is expected to have another farm tour next year in
North Carolina.
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Dr. David Weindorf, LSU graduate student Beatrix
Haggard, and others discussing soils at an intercollegiate
soils judging in San Luis Obispo, California
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