Tangipahoa Parish Joint Advisory Leadership Council

Minutes

Tuesday, March 10, 2009
Chic Core, Parish Chairman, opened the meeting at 10:15 a.m.  He welcomed and thanked everyone for coming out and informing all in attendance that this was the first official council meeting of the Southeast Region to have this kind of meeting.  All of the others parishes are going to have one of these and it will be to discuss and learn the LSU AgCenter situations in the money appropriations. 

Those in attendance were: Chic A.  Core, Parish Chair, Tangipahoa Parish; Dr. Pam Hodson, SE Regional Director; Dr. Paul Coreil, Vice Chancellor & Director, LCES; Dr John Russell, LSU AgCenter, Baton Rouge and Dr. Regina Bracy, Resident Coordinator of the SE Hammond Research Station in Hammond.  

Tangipahoa Parish Agents: Sandra Benjamin, Kathy Mauthe, JoAnna Pesson, Annie Coco.  SE Region Parish Chairman’s: Henry Harrison, Washington Parish; Kenneth Sharpe, Livingston Parish; Pam Myers, W Feliciana  Parish; Charmaine Charles, E Baton Rouge Parish; Shannon Dietz, Iberville Parish; Bobby King, St. Tammany Parish; Louis Lirette, W Baton Rouge Parish; Stefen Givens, St. Helena Parish; Dr. James DeVillier, E Feliciana and Darrell Sanders. 
 Committee members included:  Law Ponder, Terry Voight, Wesley Ridgedell, Tyra Starkey, Bob Basford and Mark Waller.

Others in attendance:  Myles Brasher, Mike McCormick, SE Research Station in Franklinton and  Representative Scott Simon.

A brief summary of Tangipahoa Parish Agents and what percentages of work they do in various programs.  Chic Core, Parish Chair, 4-H Agent and 25% Agriculture, beef, livestock, 10%  FNP;  JoAnna Pesson, Extension Agent, 80% 4-H Agent along with 10% services with FNP; Sandra Benjamin, Horticulture agent, fruit and vegetables producers for Tangipahoa and St. Helena Parishes and 10% FNP and works with the Tangipahoa Master Gardeners Association.  Kathy Mauthe, Extension Agent, Family / Consumer Service, FNP and works along with the Tangipahoa Volunteers for Family / Community groups.   Annie Coco, Horticulture agent along with 10% FNP services, works with wholesale nurseries in St. Tammany, Tangipahoa, Washington Parishes, works along with the Tangipahoa Master Gardener Association and will be retiring in April, 2009.

Review Purpose of Meeting -  Chic A. Core  

To give an overall outlook on the happening in Tangipahoa Parish and what more can the Extension Service  do to continue getting information out to the public.  What if anything they can add to the already existing programs that are available thru extension. was pointed out by Chic Core in which he went over the situation of the LSU system, budget monies and an overview of the number of people in Tangipahoa before Katrina which was 100,000 people to 125,000 people after Katrina.

Agricultural parish mainly, but the Dairy industry is #1, timber coming in as #2, beef cattle # 3 and on the South end of the parish is the real estate portion which is building.  Southeastern University is the largest in Hammond, nursery industry is growing along side of the vegetables, strawberries and landscaping products.

SE Regional Director, LSU AgCenter  - Dr. Pam Hodson
Dr. Hodson just wanted to inform the council and guests about the purpose of this being the first of many parish meetings to learn how we can put the importance of our Parish offices, programs and the budget situations of the LSU AgCenter out to the public, government officials and state representatives and senators.  So that they can advise the Legislature on the severe cuts that are coming to the LSU AgCenter system. All parts of the region will be hit hard thru reevaluating Agriculture needs, 4-H programs, FCS program growths.  Advisory Leadership councils will be needed more in getting this message out to various government officials, state legislatures and senators.  Getting information out about the dairy industry, price issues,  nursery and landscaping issues,  4-H programs, how much all of these programs are necessary in Louisiana. In getting the numbers, percentages of reduction in money to handle all of these issues is the main important issue at this time.  Getting the help out to new people coming into our Parishes and getting them the help they need.  New home buyers, money management, vegetable growers.  Every phase of the LSU AgCenter will be hit hard in the coming year with the 2010 Budget Cuts impacting all areas.  Dr. Hodson appreciates all the hard work everyone has been doing programs and hopes to get the information needed out there for the general public and / or legislatures to know just how important this system is to the entire state.

Mr. Wesley Ridgedell, committee member would like to see more education about land use to all in the parish who are living in the most rural areas.  Such as dairy farmers living  and working their dairies with people from outside coming in not wanting this in their areas.  Not wanting the land to continue to being used for such industries.  Some people just don’t understand the land use laws from way back.
Mr. Bob Basford asked for a brief description of the other surrounding parishes about their percentages and ratings of what their products are compared to Tangipahoa.  They went around the room and most Parish Chairmen gave an overview of their areas.  After this was done, Mr. Basford pointed out there are a lot of adversity throughout the parishes.

Dr. Paul Coreil, Vice Chancellor / Director LCES

Dr. John Russell, LSU AgCenter

Thanked everyone for coming to the first meeting of several meetings around the state with the other parishes, so that Parish Chairman from the other parishes will get a heads-up on who and what type of discussions are needed for their meetings.  Dr. Coreil passed out information on Budget Cuts Slash for LSU AgCenter Programs, over the past decade.  Impacts of the Fiscal Year 09 Budget Cuts on several different programs in and around Research / or Extension programs.  


Economy & Budget cuts, there is a lot of support from legislature and the ideas from the people to the legislature is very strong.  25% cut in LSU AgCenter – 300 positions cut over 7 years, $17 million in cuts since 2008.  Local government & School Board support of 10% is provided with another 3% within the next 4 years.  None of our money comes from tuition of LSU students, LSU AgCenter relies on legislation, public government officials and funding from the Board of Regents.  

Dr. Coreil went into discussion on how the number of specialists, agents & positions are vacant and not refilling any of these positions because of the budget cuts.  The biggest problem is that there are a lot of 4-H positions frozen because of hiring freeze.  Quality of work will still be there but just not as many agents working on programs.


Dr. Coreil stated that the Advisory Committee members should & need to get the word out to their legislatures, public officials, general public about these problems. To see what ideas, options.  To share their information they have learned here at this meeting about the amount of money that will be cut from these overall programs that will in turn affect the general public on their needs from their parish agents.  Sending letters to their legislatures, state representatives and senators is a good way to get this information out so that LSU can get the support needed.


Dr. Russell agreed with all that Dr. Coreil had to say on the cuts and what is needed to help this situation.  He went over the portion of the Budget Slash information sheet, such as what has happened over the past decade to the LSU system.  The impacts of what is to come in the 2009 mid-year Budget cuts as far as Research and Extension programs that will be greatly impacted by the cuts, which were done in the mid-year budget cuts.  
Dr. Coreil then went over the portion of Projected Fiscal Year 2010 Budget Cut Impacts.  They are estimated to be 15% to 26% in addition to the current fiscal year budget reduction of 4.4.%.  Reductions to Research Programs, Reductions to Cooperative Extension Programs and Reductions to Support Programs and Activities.  Without our additional revenue to offset the lack of tuition, these budget cuts could require the AgCenter to eliminate long-standing research and extension programs in Louisiana and would severely affect the food and fiber industry of Louisiana.


Some ways to communicate and get the word out is bring people to the foods not foods to the people.  Proactive displaying at markets could help.  Education to  urban areas on agriculture and in the classrooms.


Dr. Coriel again thanked everyone for coming out and listening & trying to get ways of helping to get the word out.  Resolutions & letters to parish government and state officials in Tangipahoa Parish.  Dr. Coriel also stated that the  4-H programs are highly regarded in Tangipahoa Parish and need to be kept ongoing throughout the parish.
Representative Scott Simons

Rep. Simons was amazed at the percentage of monies that will be cut from the LSU system.  He had no idea that the percentages were that high  by what information he was getting from outside of the AgCenter.  Listen to what was said here today, Rep. Simons said he would be looking into why percentages are higher for LSU than he had been hearing.  Rep. Simons agrees that the cuts will be devasting to everyone concerned especially the public in general.  He will take a good second look at all the information that he is getting and hearing and going to get the word out to get the help so greatly needed for the LSU system.
Closing Comments -  Dr. Pam Hodson and Chic Core


Dr. Hodson, again thanked everyone for coming out and supporting this council and hope that everything discussed today can / will be addressed and show an improvement in Tangipahoa Parish and getting the same results out in the other parishes as these meetings continue throughout the State.


Chic Core, thanked the committee members, Drs. Coriel & Russell from LSU AgCenter, Dr. Pam Hodson and all the parish chairmen from the surrounding SE District Region for attending and giving their input and help into these projected budget cuts and impacts.
Meeting adjourned at 2:00 p.m.

Lunch was served and provided by Peoples Bank in Amite.

