
 

Evangeline Ag News 

News and information for our parish’s agricultural producers and dealers 
 

                      _____                  April 2009   ________                                  _  
E-MAIL LIST UPDATING 

 
 If  you have an e-mail address, please call our 
office at 363-5646, or send an e-mail to me at 
(kfontenot@agctr.lsu.edu), or my secretary, Susan 
Fontenot at (slfontenot@agctr.lsu.edu).  We will put 
you on our electronic mail list to receive this 
newsletter as well as other informational rice bullets 
that we receive during the year.  Also, this is a very 

convenient way to send in DD-50 information and 
also to receive the printouts on the field. 
 You may also visit the LSU AgCenter home 
page at (www.lsuagcenter.com) where you may find 
information on many different and varied topics.  
For rice-specific information go to the following 
site,(www.lsuagcenter.com/en/crops_livestock/crop
s/rice) where you will find current information 
dealing with many facets of rice production and the 
industry itself. 
 
 
 

RICE SEEDING  RATES 
 
              A satisfactory stand is the first step in a 
successful rice crop.   Amount of seed necessary to 
do this depends on the type of seeding system.   
Most Evangeline producers water plant their rice.  
Some producers may drill or even broadcast dry in 
other systems. 
 
 Regardless of the seeding system used, the 

desired plant stand remains the same:  Optimum 

stand is 10-15 plants per square foot and the 

minimum stand is 6-8 plants per square foot.  
Rice seeding rates are also variable if you are 
planting a conventional variety or one of the hybrid 
rice varieties.  This will affect stand count as well as 
seeding rate at planting. 
 

 
 Stands can be too thick as well as too thin.  
Since rice can tiller or stool one plant can produce 
several head-forming shoots.  This is why a 
satisfactory stand can be produced from a low 
number of plants and it is also why you can have too 
many plants.  Stands that are too thick almost 
certainly will lead to more disease pressure and also 
may make the field more susceptible to lodging. 
  Planting on the basis of seeds per acre to 
obtain the desired plant population is more accurate 
than planting pounds per acre.  For example, 90 
pounds of Bengal will contain fewer seeds than 90 
pound of Cypress or Cocodrie.  For conventional 
varieties, an ideal plant population is approximately 
10-15 plants per square foot.  Seeding rates of 
hybrids are much lower than for rice varieties.  
Growers should consult the hybrid seed 
representative for guidelines and recommended 
seeding rates. Under typical conditions, about one-
half of the seed survive to produce a plant. 
 With this in mind the recommended seeding 
rate for water-seeding or dry-broadcasting is about 
90-125 lbs. per acre and for drill-seeding about 60-
90 lbs. per acre. 
 
Some considerations include: 

   a) Use higher rates when planting early, into 
 cool conditions 

   b) Check (on the enclosed table) the # of seed 
 per square foot at different seeding rates.  

   c) With a blackbird, or duck problem, use the   
 higher rate 

   d) Where seedbed preparation is less than 
 optimum, use higher rate (also if there is 
 excessive vegetation present) 

   e) Use the higher rate for other conditions such 
 as low seed germination, slow flushing 
 ability, or other similar problems. 

   f) When water seeding best stands are obtained 
 with pre-sprouted seed, as compared to dry. 
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RICE SEEDING DATES 
 
 Optimum seeding dates vary by location and 
environmental conditions on a year to year basis.  
Rice yields can be affected by planting too early or 
too late, and also by severe environmental 
conditions at planting. 
 
 Average daily temperature at seeding is 
crucial in stand establishment and is calculated by 
adding the daily high and low temperature and 
dividing by 2.  Keep in mind the following:   

At or below 50 degrees F. little or no rice seed 

germination will occur; from 50-55 degrees F. 
germination increases but not greatly until  

60 degrees F.  Plant survival is not satisfactory until 

the average daily temperature is 65 degrees F. 
Based on this information and seeding date research 

done by LSU, the optimum planting dates for 

Southwest Louisiana are March 15-April 20. 
 
 Extremely early planting can lead to:   

1) slow emergence and poor early growth due to 

lack of cold tolerance,  2) water mold problems,   

3) blackbird, duck and geese damage, and 4) 
decreased herbicide activity under cooler 
conditions. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DERMACOR” RECEIVES SECTION 18 LABEL 

FOR RICE WATER WEEVIL CONTROL 
 
 All of the Southern Rice producing states 
submitted a section  18 for DermacorX-100, a new 
seed treatment for rice water weevil control. The 
active ingredient in Dermacor X-100 is rynaxypyr or 
chlorantraniliprole. This new class of insecticide is 
called an anthranilic diamide, and causes rapid 

cessation or slowing of target insect feeding and 
muscle paralysis leading to death. 
 
 
Dermacor X-100 has a very good environmental 
profile, which state and federal regulatory agencies 
view favorably. Section 18’s have been approved 
for Texas and Louisiana at this time. 
 
 Only authorized seed dealers can treat seed 
with Dermacor X-100. Dermacor X-100 may be 
applied to dry rice seed, including conventional, 
“Clearfield”, and hybrid seed varieties, which will 
be drilled or broadcast.  For dry seed broadcast 
application, the rice seeds must be incorporated into 
the soil. Dry rice treated with Dermacor X-100 
cannot be soaked or pre-germinated before planting. 
 
 Also, on the Section 18 label under 
Environmental Hazards, the following is stated :, 
“This pesticide is toxic to aquatic invertebrates. Do 
not apply directly to water, to areas where surface 
water is present or to inter-tidal areas below the 
mean high water mark. Do not contaminate water 
when disposing of equipment rinsate. 
 
 Research is still ongoing with Dermacor X-
100, of which there will more than likely be plots 
for evaluation and comments at the rice field day 
later this year. 
 
 Research with Demacor will be conducted in 
Evangeline Parish with Kenneth LaHaye as the 
cooperating farmer, at his Chicot farm location.  
Treatments that will be looked at include: 
  1)  Dermacor as seed treatment at planting 
  2)  Trebon granules applied immediately before 
   permanent flood 
  3)  Karate Z applied immediately before 
   permanent flood 
  4)  Karate Z applied immediately before 
   permanent flood followed by Mustang applied 
   7 days afater permanent flood 
  5)  Mustang applied immediately after permanent 
   flood 
  6)  Untreated Check 
  
 Dr. Natalie Hummel will be coordinating these 
plots with local agents and Kenneth.  If everything 
goes well these plots should be planted around 
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March 20-23.  We will keep you updated on the 
progress and results of these. 
 
 

 
2009 LOUISIANA  RICE RESEARCH 

VERIFICATION PROGRAM 
 
 The 2009 LRRVP, Louisiana Rice Research 
Verification Program, is underway in Evangeline 
Parish with local cooperator Jeffery Sylvester 
planting his designated research field on Thursday, 
March 19.   
 
 Jeffery water planted 125 pounds of Jupiter per 
acre on this day to get things started in the 
Verification program.   This is a 24.9 acre field 
located along side Highway 29 on the East side of 
the highway, about 2 miles North of the Whiteville 
intersection on Highway 29 heading to Bunkie.   
 
 We will keep you updated through the 
newsletter as to progress of the field and also 
management decisions made for the crop. 
 
 
 
 

SEEDLING WEED IDENTIFICATION GUIDE 
 
 We are very fortunate to have for this year, a 
weed control guide, compiled by Dr. Eric Webster 
and his Research Group. This is a fold out guide on 
heavy plasticized waterproof stock, with color 
photographs on one side, and a schematic 
diagrammed Key to their identification on the other 
side.  Covers all the main rice weed and grass pests. 
This publication is available online at: 
www.lsuagcenter.com/en/ crops_live-
stock/crops/rice/publications.  The heavy stock 
waterproof type copies are available at parish 
county agents offices. 
 
 With the increased input costs for your crop 
this year, and also with many of the herbicides 
becoming more specific in their control spectrums, 
It is important to know what weed you are trying to 
select herbicides to control. This guide is a simple 
easy to use tool that should help anyone to identify 
their weed problems. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
LOUISIANA SOYBEAN VERIFICATION 

PROGRAM : ASIAN SOYBEAN RUST PLOTS, 
SOYBEAN CORE BLOCK VARIETY TEST 

PLOTS 
 
 As of this writing for the 2009 growing season, 
we have secured cooperators for these soybean 
research and monitoring programs.  The soybean 
verification program field will be on the Neal 
Lejeune farm in the Duralde community.  Mr. 
Lejeune is also planting an Asian Soybean Rust 
monitoring site on his farm, which Mr. Patricia 
Bollich, plant pathology researchers with the LSU 
AgCenter will monitor during the growing season. 
 
 These ASR Plots are planted earlier than 
normal, so as to allow possible fungal infection and 
detection at an earlier stage than the regular 
maturity group varieties grown commercially in our 
area. 
 
 Mr. Mike Dischler in the Centerville/St. Landry 
area will also host an ASR Plot as well as a Soybean 
 Variety Core  Block study.  Dr. Ron Levy, state 
soybean specialist, as well as Rob Ferguson and Jim 
Shipp, all from the Dean Lee Reseaarch Station at 
LSUA, will be assisting local agents in planting and 
monitoring these fields for variety growth 
characteristics, as well as yield information.  
 
  We may also have an additional ASR 
monitoring field in the Vidrine/Platin area with Mr. 
Richard Fontenot cooperating on that plot. 
 
 

RICE RESEARCH STATION VARIETY PLOTS 

ONCE AGAIN ON BIEBER FARMS 
 
 For the 2009 season Mr. Kody and Larry Bieber 
have once again agreed to host the off-station 
variety plots in cooperation with Dr. Steve 
Linscombe from the rice Research Station.   
 
 This is the site of our Annual Evangeline 
Parish Rice Field Tour, with variety observation 
and comments, as well as mid-season updates on 
rice management including fertility, disease, and 
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insect control.  The tentative date for this field tour 
is May 19.  As always we will keep you updated by 
E-Mail as well as local media of any changes as 
well as publicity on this activity. 
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DD-50  RICE  MANAGEMENT  PROGRAM 
 
 The Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service will offer the DD-50 computerized rice management 
program once again as a service available through our office for the 2009 crop.  If you have Internet capability 
you may also download this program from our LSU AgCenter Rice Home page, (from the Internet address given 
earlier).  
 
 The key to this program is identifying the date of emergence (DOE) for each particular field of rice.  For 
water-seeded rice DOE is when half of the plants are ¾ inches tall.  For dry-seeded rice, DOE is when half of 
the plants are emerging through the soil surface. 
 
 From this date and based on the variety and on averages of 30 year weather summaries, computer 
predictions will be made on different stages of growth and management procedures for that field.  Predicted 
dates will be given for draining for straight head, checking for green ring, 2 mm panicle, early boot, heading, 
and expected harvest date.  This is an effective tool which will help you in management of each field you plant, 
and best of all, this is a FREE service. 
 
 To enter fields, (as many as you have) in the DD-50 program, simply call our office at 363-5646, and 
speak with Susan, my secretary and give her the following information:  your name and address; and on each 

field – field name, # of acres, variety, water or dry plant, and Date of Emergence for that field.  From this 
you will be mailed a computer printout on each field with the growth stages listed by dates in the order in which 
they will occur.  Also attached will be a printout matching growth stages and expected management practices to 
be carried out for each. 
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FROM DR. SAUCHUK’S FIELD NOTES 4/04/08 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     The seedling on the left is a good example of rice that is almost one leaf rice.  The first true leaf is not quite 
fully expanded.  The primary leaf looks a lot like a true leaf but is not.  The coleoptile is the first part to break 
the soil surface and actually protects the primary leaf. 
 
     The plant in the photograph on the right shows typical characteristics of drill seeded rice.  The radicle is a 
small root emerging from the seed.  Not labeled because they are not clear enough are the tiny roots near the 
seed called seminal or seed roots.  Above them are secondary roots.  The name I was taught was coronal (crown) 
roots.  At some point the term secondary roots was adopted. They will become the root system of the plant as 
the radicle and seminal roots degenerate. 
 
     A water seeded seedling would have the same characteristics of the seedling on the left, but would lack the 
mesocotyl of the seedling on the right.  That is a consequence of germinating on or near the soil surface.  It also 
explains why some herbicides can only be used on drill seeded rice. 
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HERBICIDE UPDATES & HAPPENINGS 
 
 At a recent meeting of the LSU AgCenter, 
Research and Extension Forage & Beef Cattle 
specialists and agents, a very informative herbicide 
update was given by Dr. Dearl Sanders, Resident 
Coordinator and Professor in Weed Science, Bob R. 
Jones Idlewilde Research Station.  Dr. Sanders is a 
nationally known and very experienced authority on 
weed control and herbicides. Some of the “update 
news” he gave us included: 

1. Generic herbicides: Several generics on the 

market for some of the better known herbicides 

we have been using such as; “Plateau” several 

companies have their own generic label, the 

tryclopyr types such as “Remedy”, as well as 

“Velpar” a hexazinone type, known well for 

smut grass control. “2,4-D” and “Grazon P+D” 

also in generic form.  Many different generic 

labels with several different chemical 

companies, which do the same job for less cost. 

2. “Arsenal” label for pastures, this is correct and 

it works well, HOWEVER ! It is for complete 

pasture renovation only!!!  Arsenal will take 

out everything, and you will not grow anything 

else there for up to 120 days !!. Remember 

original Arsenal has several different labels, 

some used for residual control of all vegetation 

on commercial right of ways. 

3. “Grazon Next” according to Dr. Sanders, do not 

confuse this product with “Grazon P+D” 

because it will not perform even close to what 

“Grazon P+D” does. “Grazon P+D” continues to 

perform exceptionally well. And, if you go to 

purchase “Grazon” be sure to specify the P+D.  

It will cost more but you will not be 

disappointed in P+D’s performance. 

4. MSMA- Did not and does not have a labeled use 

for pastures or hay due to the arsenical 

compounds in it.  It was still in use as a lawn and 

turf herbicide.  This label is being re-analyzed 

and from what we understand it will only be 

labeled for use in cotton. 

5. New products being researched, not on the 

market !!  “Pastura”-mixture of nicosulfuron 

(accent) and metsulfuron methyl, (ally), 

targeting sandbur, and other annual grasses, 

similar to plateau, with not as much injury to 

bermuda. 

PASTURE & HAYFIELD MANAGEMENT & 

CARE 
 
 As we enjoy the milder spring weather, with 
the flurry of land preparation for planting rice and 
beans, cattle and hay producers need to assess weed 
problems and fertilizer needs in their fields.  For 
annual weeds, spraying early in the season requires 
less herbicide to do the job, and also gives a greater 
grass response both in wet and dry years.  
Controlling weeds early, will increase grass for the 
least cost, especially in a year when weather turns 
dry after spraying because the weeds have already 
reduced grass production.  Without weed control 
fertilizer benefits weeds as much or more than 
grasses.  Grasses usually cannot out compete 
uncontrolled weeds.  Fertilizer with weed control 
will improve forage yield, composition of the 
forage, and overall quality of the forage.    
 
 With the high prices we now see for 
fertilizer, there is an even better argument for 
producers to soil test their fields.  A $7.00 soil test 
could save you hundreds of dollars on fertilizer and 
also let you know if you do or don’t need to lime to 
correct pH levels, in a particular field.  The old 
saying, “Don’t Guess, Soil Test” is even more 
convincing now.  Many times a producer will come 
in saying, “ I don’t get the grass to jump up and start 
moving like I used to.”  After we get the results of a 
soil test, many times a very low pH level indicates 
why no response was made.  The nutrients are being 
held up in the soil solution due to the very low pH 
levels and acidity of the soil. 
 
 
 
 
 
          If you have any questions, contact me at  
363-5646, 230 Court Street in Ville Platte. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Keith Fontenot 
County Agent, Evangeline Parish 
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LSU AgCenter 
Cooperative Extension Service 
Evangeline Parish 
230 Court Street 
Ville Platte, La. 70586 
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