Ball Seed / PanAmerican Seed / Ball FloraPlant
Bedding Plant Landscape Trial Results – 2007

Trial Location: Burden Center, Baton Rouge, LA

Materials and Methods:

Seed from PanAmerican Seed and Ball Seed were received in early 2007, were sown in germination media, transplanted into 606 cell pack liners, and planted in full sun landscape trials at Burden Center, a LSU AgCenter agricultural experiment station in Baton Rouge, LA (USDA hardiness zone 8B, AHS heat zone 8). Ball FloraPlant vegetative liners were received and potted into 1801 cell packs and grown on for approximately 3-4 weeks in the greenhouse. Most of these plants were also grown at the Hammond Research Station in Hammond, LA (same climate zones as Baton Rouge location). Beds are five feet wide and raised approximately 6-8 inches above native soil. Native soil is an Oliver silt loam soil. Pine bark top-dressing was used in the raised beds on top of the native soil. Beds were located in full sun and received supplemental overhead irrigation via spray stakes as needed to prevent stress. Most plants were spaced 12-18 inches apart (somewhat dependent on the specific cultivar) with 18-24 single plant replicates per cultivar. Plants were fertilized at planting (mid-April for most cultivars) at the rate of one pound nitrogen per 1000 square feet bed area with Sta-Green Nursery Special 12-6-6. Fertilizer was applied again in mid summer at the rate of one-half pound nitrogen per 1000 square feet bed area with Sta-Green Nursery Special 12-6-6. Hand weeding and Amaze pre-emergent granular herbicide (at the recommended rate) were used for weed control. Plants were not pruned or pinched during the study. Fungicides and insecticides were not applied.

Data:
Visual quality ratings based on a scale from 1 to 5 (1=dead, 2=below average landscape performance, 3=average landscape performance, 4=above average landscape performance, 5=superior landscape performance) were taken twice monthly during the evaluation period. Included in this rating were plant foliage color and appeal, uniformity, flowering and overall growth habit.
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PanAmerican Seed – New Cultivars Trial (2007)

Visual Quality Ratings
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PanAmerican Seed – New Cultivars Trial (2007)

Landscape Performance Categorization

Top Performers – Limon Talinum, Shock Wave Petunias, Luna Rose Hibiscus

· The ‘Luna’ series Hibiscus have been excellent performers in Louisiana trials every year

·  ‘Limon’ Talinum is outstanding (great from planting til first killing frost)

Above Average Performers – Royal Tapestry Alternanthera, Baby Duck Yellow Petunia, Blue Arrows Juncus, Javelin Juncus, Easy Wave Mystic Pink Petunia, Pacifica Halo Mix Vinca
· Easy Wave Mystic Pink Petunia comparable to other Easy Wave cultivars

· Shock Wave series Petunias were planted into landscape beds in March and lasted until early July

· Royal Tapestry Alternanthera had a leaf spot in mid summer

· Baby Duck Yellow Petunia was good performer

· Blue Arrows and Javelin Juncus nice plants with no problems; Mississippi Medallions for 2008

· Pacifica Halo Mix Vinca nice addition to series mixes

Average Performers – Chocolate Mint Coleus, Dreams Rose Morn Petunia, Carpet Pink Improved Petunia

· Chocolate Mint Coleus grown in full sun and held up well; very heavy and early flowering

· Dreams Rose Morn and Carpet Pink Improved were nice petunias

Below Average Performers – Vista Rose Salvia

· Vista Rose Salvia did not perform well; okay initial quality ratings; not good long term performance

Not Evaluated – Super Elfin Impatiens, Fanciful Stardust Mix Impatiens

Ball Seed Company – New Cultivars Trial (2007)

Visual Quality Ratings
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Ball Seed Company – New Cultivars Trial (2007)

Landscape Performance Categorization

Top Performers – none

Above Average Performers – Titan Pure White Vinca, Profusion Knee High White Zinnia, Profusion Knee High Cherry Zinnia

· Titan Pure White is nice addition to the series

· Profusion Knee High White and Profusion Knee High Cherry Zinnias were good performers but height uniformity was lacking

Average Performers – Solcito Zinnia

· Solcito Zinnia was good performer but lacked flower appeal

Below Average Performers – none

Not Evaluated – Radiance Rudbeckia, Potpourri Dark Purple Lavender

Ball FloraPlant – New Cultivars Trial (2007)

Visual Quality Ratings
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Ball FloraPlant – New Cultivars Trial (2007)

Landscape Performance Categorization

Top Performers – Magilla Purple Perilla, Rio series Purslane, Lucky Pot of Gold Lantana
Above Average Performers – Landmark Rose Improved Lantana, Torch series Gaillardia
Average Performers – Angelmist series Angelonias, Suncatcher Petunias, Madeira Argyranthemum, Double Wave Blue Velvet Petunia, Aztec Red Velvet and Aztec Violet Verbena, Cabaret Calibrachoa
Below Average Performers – Waterfall Azure Mist Lobelia, Abunda Giant White Bacopa
Not Evaluated – Geraniums (wrong time of year to evaluate in the landscape in Louisiana), Fanfare Trailing Impatiens (shade was not available)
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