ANR ALC 1/13/09


Summary of ANR ALC meeting needs:
Timber

1. The biggest need for the parish timber industry is marketing assistance – not how to grow the trees but how to market them.
2. A local timber company is experiencing 9 mills that have closed that he regularly hauled to.

3. The foreign market is able to sell at lower prices making competition extremely tough.
4. Laborers are going to work elsewhere i.e. Haynesville Shale (oil industry).
5. Government regulations are hurting the timber industry. Foreign countries do not have as many regulations. The 12 hour cut-off limit for drivers causes daily loads to be lost.

6. D.O.T.D. problems

7. The state has given incentives to plant. Now, there is no market for those trees.

8. Are excise taxes still in effect?  Are they being enforced?
9. Lower socio-economic groups are being taken advantage of by not knowing what their timber is worth.

Poultry

1. Farmers need assistance in local marketing. They want to be able to sell produce in local stores but liability insurance is too high for them to afford.

2. Propane prices are up and affect food prices.

3. Pilgrims’ Pride closures and cutbacks have affected breeders, broilers and production impacting food prices and the economy.

4. There is not enough corn to feed the flocks at reasonable prices because of bio-fuels.

5. Wood chip pellets could be an alternative but the changeover would be too expensive.

Farming

1. Watermelon farmers have no parish agriculture agent to call on for help. They reported they could request information from Baton Rouge but time restraints are critical and they need information immediately due to pending crop.  They have a need for testing and experimenting with watermelons. The main producer currently gets his information from the Georgia, Oklahoma and Arkansas Extension websites. Even those websites are not as up-to-date as preferred.

2. Crops become resistant to chemicals because of constant use. They need updated training on chemicals. The pesticide recertification meetings need to include updated information on chemicals for fungus and for new products. Farmers have to rely on salesmen for information and do not always trust that source. Farmers need less costly fungicides/solutions for treatment. 
3. There is not enough traffic at the farmers’ market for speedy sale of perishables for large producers.
4. Gardening program for youth.

Recreation

1. The parish golf course suffers from the economy with fewer customers and increased expenses. Fertilizer prices are down but are still high. Why are fertilizer prices so high?

2. The turf manager calls the University of Arkansas because he has to wait 2-3 weeks with the AgCenter and still doesn’t get a solution. He has been working on a problem with Baton Rouge and Rafash Brew and they still haven’t determined what the problem is. He would like to have an experienced turf specialist/agent to call on him at least twice a year—1 time in the summer and 1 time in the fall.

Lending

1. Lending agencies have limited money/dollars to lend making it hard for them to commit to long-term loan.

2. High school youth need to learn about banking, credit cards, balancing a checkbook and reading statements.

3. Youth need to attend Co-Op Camp to learn about forming co-ops in four areas:  1) Marketing 2) Financial  3) Supply  4)  Electrical

