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Important Dates

	November 1, 2009
	Orders for show chicks must
be in 4-H Office

	November 4, 2009
	Mandatory meeting of all livestock exhibitors and parents – LHS Auditorium

	November 6, 2009
	Entry forms and DNA  testing
for all animals except pigs must be in. 

	November 23, 2009
	Regional Rabbit Show – Raceland

	December 1, 2009
	Possession date for all animals.

	December 1-4, 2009
	DNA testing for all pigs in parish.

	January 23, 2010
	Barn set-up date.

	January 29-31, 2010
	Parish Livestock Show    Lutcher Cow Palace – LHS

	February 1-5, 2010
	District Livestock Show  Covington, LA (schedule attached)

	February 13-20, 2010
	State Livestock Show    LAMAR Dixon, Gonzales, LA
(schedule attached)
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If you would like to order baby chicks for the parish livestock show, your order must be into Mr. Ken by November 1, 2009.  Parish chicks will cost $3.00 each and will be delivered in mid December.  State chicks will cost 35 cents each and will be delivered the week of 
January 1, 2010.
Mandatory Meeting of Livestock Exhibitors and Parents 

November 4, 2009

[image: image3.wmf]All exhibitors and at least one parent must attend a meeting at Lutcher High School Auditorium on Wednesday, November 4th at 6:30 pm. Discussion on the upcoming shows and the distribution and collection of forms will be on the agenda. Of major importance are the changes to the show and sale that we would like to initiate for this year.
First we would like to change the taking of pictures to Saturday. After showing each exhibitor will go to a backdrop to take pictures either just before or after showing. We will continue to take some pictures in the ring when presenting awards, but all exhibitors would take pictures in front of a new backdrop. This will mean that a new backdrop must be acquired and that a photographer must be on hand to take pictures.
The second change would be that we would set a cap price for each specie of animal in the sale. This will separate the champion premiums from the sale price. Suggested cap prices for the sale are: Swine $850.00, Sheep/goats-$600, and steers-$3,500. No animal could sell for higher than the cap price. Premiums for champions would be added to the overall Champion and Reserve Champion of each specie. Sale cards for any animal that will sell must be turned in at weigh in on Friday January 30th.
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November 23, 2009

There will be a Regional Rabbit Show on Monday, November 23rd, at the Lafourche Parish  Fair Grounds in Raceland. Youth who are Louisiana 4-H and FFA members within 30 days of Show may enter.  Entry forms and fees ($2.00 per rabbit) will be accepted the day of the show.  Rabbit Registration—8:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m.  Registration Line will close at 9:00 a.m.  Rabbit Grooming and Handling Clinic at 9:45 to 10:30 a.m.  Judging will begin promptly at 10:30 a.m.  Youth can exhibit more than one entry per class. A meat pen class will also be judged.  Youth must exhibit his own rabbits.  All judges’ decisions are final.

District Show Information
This year we will again have a $10 per exhibitor entry fee for the District Show.  This must be paid by December 31, 2009.  Exhibitors who have not paid an entry fee will not be registered to show at Parish, District or State.  Information for District poster contest and King & Queen applications, along with a district show schedule, are attached to this letter.  Please read over the rules and turn in entries or applications for King & Queen (It would be great to have a King or Queen or both from St. James for the 75th anniversary).

The Holiday Inn Covington will again be the headquarters for Southeast District Show.  Seventy rooms have been blocked for show exhibitors at a rate of $85 a night.  Call today for a reservation – 985-893-3580.  If you have reservations call and switch to livestock rate.  Camper spaces can be rented from Pat at 225-686-3020.
This will be the 75th Anniversary of the South East District Livestock Show, the oldest show in Louisiana. We will be looking for anyone who has any pictures or other memories from the shows over the years. We are also looking for any exhibitors from the early days back in Arabie. There will be some special activities at the show including an anniversary cake and punch on Friday February 5th   during the awards ceremony.
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Feeding
It is important to keep all animals well fed and have access to clean fresh water.  This is the one important thing that will keep animals moving towards their ideal show weight.  Daily feeding, with a good nutritionally sound feed, is the best thing exhibitors can do to help prepare for shows.  A daily health inspection is also a way to keep animals on track for show time.  Illness and disease, if caught early, can be controlled before too much damage is done.  Be prepared and have medication, on hand, ready to be administered.
Entry Forms Tagging & DNA Tests

During the week of December 1-6, 2009 all hogs across the state will have to be tagged and DNA tested. We have scheduled our test/tag day for December 3rd.  Depending on other factors we should be able to get all done in that time.  No tests/tagging can be done after December 6th.  You must have a completed entry form (attached) with an exhibitor or parent there for testing.  Exhibitor or parent will have to draw the DNA sample and tag in the presence of the 4-H agent.  This will be discussed in depth at the mandatory meeting on November 4th.  The mandatory meeting will be at Lutcher High School Auditorium at 6:30 p.m.

            Showmanship Skills
The earlier exhibitors begin working with animals,
on show skills, the better off they will be.  Begin by building a good relationship with the animal.  If possible have a practice ring set up so animals can enter and exit just like at the shows.  Teach your animals what you want them to do and give them the same sign every time you want them to perform.  Being consistent in your commands will get you a well trained animal.   
 
Sincerely,

Kenneth J. Guidry

County Agent (4-H)

St. James Parish
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