Financial Resource Management Parish Advisory Leadership Council
January 13, 2009

LSU AG Center, Bienville Ext Office

Diane Uzzle welcomed everyone and members introduced themselves and gave a brief info blog.

Family Resource Management extension program’s aim is to concentrate on areas of Family, Youth and Small Business – to assess the needs in Bienville and Jackson parishes.
A. Mission:      The LSU AgCenter exists to develop and deliver practical, useful, life-enhancing information to the citizens of Louisiana.
B.  Organization:  LSU AgCenter - Bienville Cooperative Extension Service
C.  Funding:  local, federal and State - Bienville Parish Police Jury & Bienville Parish School Board
D.   Bienville agents:  Diane Uzzle and Elizabeth Lynn in Extension office - please call on them often.

Families:   What are the needs in Bienville Parish and how do we meet those needs?
1) can’t have everything at once

2) No training in money management

3) No training for adulthood by parents 

4) Need to learn financial terminology

5) learn to balance checkbook and learn self –discipline 

6) “Nothing is free”

· keep important items in safety deposit box in bank
· have some emergency funds on hand
Family quality time –

· Need husband’s/father’s leadership

· How to address single parent home
· Teach young people how to meet obligations responsibly
· Give young people credit card information

· And about insurance 

· Teach young people to pay, not charge, for their needs

· Learn how to make and use a budget –

· In order to accomplish the above needs, the adults must be educated in order to help their children
· Teach young people about allowances and have family budget planning 

· Meetings with the youths involved

JET Program –

· By Police Jury -   2 youth from each police jury district for two weeks of workforce training (1 prior to work and 1 after work)
· 4 weeks of work, then an evaluation, a trip to La. Technical College and LSUS, and defining of different skills
· It’s hoped that the youth can funnel information to their parents on many of these issues.

Small Business:

· Must know and plan and use budget sheets
· Take advantage of any mentoring you can
· Realize that you not only have to work in the business but must also run the business.

· Find out benefits that the state offers small businesses.

· It’s suggested that calls on small business be “one on one” calls
· Available to companies, banks, etc.

Families recap:

1) a need for high school education

2) credit card information

3) need for parental involvement, as well as church and employers

4) information funneled home to parents
5) regional meetings  - i.e. FBLA, etc.

6) career days at schools
Youth recap:

1) learn about credit and charge cards, interest and how long it takes to pay off these debts with high interest
2) get youth involved in family budget planning
Diane gave a recap of extension programs available to present at schools, companies, churches, banks, etc. See attachment to this document.  
The council voted to meet quarterly. Next meeting will be Tuesday, April 14, 2009 at 10:00 a.m. in the Bienville Extension Office.
