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near the state capitol and nsed Windrush as their country home, riding out for the
weekend in their horse and boggy, In 1921 they renirsated the ol fammbouse on the
properry and moved permanently o Windrosh, A modess hoose, ivwas ovpical of mos
plantarion homes, Sadly, Willinm Pike Burden Sr, died four vears later,

Adter the desth of Willizm Pilee
Burden 5, the family comtinued the
development of Windrush Plantation,
Miss Olllie, as she was aifectionacely
known, lived toage 87, dying 0 1938,
Afrer her dearhy, the properey devalved
ter the three children: All three lived
tnost of their adult lives on the sice, were
well-liked members of the COTOTIEY
and highly respected  philanchropists.
lome, the only one 1o receive a college
deprec: spent the majority of her worle-
ing carcer on the LSUD campus and was
Dlirecror of Student Activities from 1948
e 1961 when she retived. She never
married and lived ar Windrsh with
Miss Ollie and her brather Sreele.
Although interested in her brothers
projects, developing the pardens and the
Fural Life Museom, she let him make
the decisions, helping Steele as financial
advisor and backer, It was her accumu-
lated funds chat are now asturely vsed by
thi: Burden Foundation. [one died at age

82in 1983 and is buried on the propcrty o e e s

where she had spent so many years.

Willizm Pike Burden Jr, known as Pike, was a skilled businessman and civic
leacler wha owned and operated a well known Baton Rouge printing company. He
married Jeanetre Monroe in 1922, Bvenrually they moved 1o Windrest, adding a new
West Indies style home 1o the property in 19400 He died in 1965, [ was dering this
cecade that the Burdens began the donaton of the majority of e properey o LELL

The youngese of the three chiliren, Ollie Brice Steele Burden, better knows as
Steele, was born in 1900, He pursued his meerests with unbriclled enthusiasm and con-
vicrion, As an independent young man he maveled widely, often working his way o
FEurope on o steamer, of 28 a stowaway. He slso made several trips to Latin America
il imidille aged. Steele was greatly influenced by the formal Buropean landsenpes,
especinlly the lealian garden siples wnd the use of stamary 25 focal peine in the gar
ders. His landscape designs over the vears ypically inclodad formal elements such a:
symmerrically designed beds, individual sarden rooms, alless, warer features and pgar
den ernamentarion: Steele loved collecting beautiful and interesting ohjects and pur-
chiased wany of his garden stamues during his mavels. Traveling broadened his innare
artistic talencs which bhe credited as being inherited from his gmndfacher. He was
known for his natoral talent and abilicy in several media with skerching, peinting,
photcaraply and seulprure providing a ereative arena where he could express his arcs-
tic sense. He felr his inherent need o be surrounded by beaury gave him the inspira-
tion oo create and his appreciation for all art fomms allowed him o keep his creative
spirit alive throughour kis litetime.

With encovrapement from Miss Ollie, Steele fist developed the gaeden area
dhirectly behind the house. Accordimg o Jobn Monroe, nephew of William Pike [r., “[c
was she, more than anyone, who inspired her children with an appreciation of her.
itage and a desite to preserve Windrush; and, as Steele Burden often said, a sense of
duty 1o leave the world a better placs”

Whar had been s pie pen was turned into g small fermal gaeden with an open
Lo and fish pond now full af warer lilies. Sicteen feer in diameter, the conerers pond
howses o woman pouring fountain, one of the firse stanoes i Baron R wiges The ciren-
lar form af the pond establishes the symmetrical lavour of the mondo meass edeed beds
which are sbundintly plmied in azaleas, bananas, banana shrobs, camelling, crape

o

The old Burden home, Windrush,
circa 1856, is today framed by live
oak trees while sweet olive, bananas
and azaleas flank each side of the
house, Benches on the front borch
invite one to rest and enjoy the
vista.

Opposite page top: Summer
means the ancient crape myrtles
are showing off. An afternoon
shower refreshes the garden and
increases the chirping of birds and
croaking of frogs.

Opposite page bottom: In the
early f 990s, Steele Burden poses
with his favorite plant, the five

oak tree,

i
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Trees: Gaolden raintree, crape myrtle, Taiwan
cherry, tree ligustrum, wax myrtle, sauthern
magnalia, @riental magnolia, spruce pine,
leblolly pine, Japanese yew, sycamare, south-
ern red oak, cow oak, live calk, bald cypress,
windmill palm, Vitex, cherry laurel, American
bl by

Shrubs: Variegated Japanese aucuba, devil's
walking stick, boxwood, Comeliio, sago palm,
golden euonymus, Gardenia, garden hydrangea,
variegated hydrangea, althaes, burford holly,
rotunda holly, yaupon holly, dwarf yaupon,
wax |eaf ligustrum, 'Jack Frost® wax leaf ligus-
trum, bush honeysuckle, Mohania, banana
shrub, dwarf banana, common banana,
Manding, sweet olive, mock orange, variegated
pitcosporum, Indian azaleas. dwarf azaleas,
Indian hawthorn, roses, bridal wreath spirea,
dwarf palmetto, cleyera, rice paper plant

Groundcovers and Edgers: Christrnas
berry ardisia, Aspidistra, Algerian vy, false Indi-
go, mondo grass, Uriope, leatherleaf fern,
southern shield farn, sward fern

Orthers: Chinese wisteria vine, bambao, white
ginger lily, Loulsiana iris, daylilies

Steele’s handcrafted garden house
was the site for many tea parties
and gatherings of friends. It also
served as his art studio. The sunny
istand bed is fitted with palmetto,
butterfly plants, coleus and roses. s
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mvrtles, Do, gingers, sweet alives and wos leaf lipustrums, From the ks, five pea
grave] pathwiys mdiaee oue dnro other gasden areas, Further boek from the Canily
home, Steele buile o small brick parden hovse and surrounded the lawn area with Live
vk and fosh plantings, Oeen vsed for ten parties and gatherings of friends, i also
served as Steale’s arr studio. Miss Ollie cocouraged the planting of live cak allees along
the roadways throughout the property.

[ the 19308 Steele creared a second, fornal manden toom surounded by eighn shrub
beids with a barge oval expanse af lawn in the middle, A wowering red ook dominaces
fronm the ourer edee while

ad sweer alives theive in the

slens; Dosweoods: pingers
inner beds, In thess heds Steele left space for seasonal mums and begonias, An even
Larger ares to rhe south weas developed mothe 19400 T barge, astoric rms serve s
entry markers inte this nexe garden reom, O aerial phoreraphs define this lange
open ol as o vegetable garden inorows. Now existing in this space is yet another larze
expanse of Lvwery withe s small ciecular bed of dwarl WELIEHOTL L1 the center surrounding
a foumtain, The entire aren is azain surroonded by shmob beds, Throoghaut these sar-
den spaces, Stecle incorporated niches with stavoes on brick pedestals and pes grosed
pathways which guide you through the different garden rooms. The pathwarvs around
the perimeter of wll these garden roomng help o define the diferent spaces and deay
attention 1o the shruly beds Some of these pathways emphinsize the view into other
carden spaces while others may focus on s niche with a statoes The majoriey of the
land was lefi in rrees and ro Miss Ollies cows, but some agticuliural experiments and
research projects beman saking place under the pudance of LSUSs Caollege of
Agrriculriee, comtinuing a llelong tie berween the Gnily and LSLL This eventoally
led o the development of the LSU Asriculiural Conters Burden Research Plantation

now knowns as the Burden Center, etieom passing 430 acres of green space inthe mid-

dlle of Baron Bouge. Some mvo hundred acres of the property remain in woods, con-
nning omi of the best examples of old proseth hardweod Toress in Louisians.

W hiat Steele Burden loved most weas creating sardens, His need o create acsthet-
ically pleasing environments bed him o become o landscape desiener by trade. In later
vears, he would describe himself: T didn't wane ro be pinned down 1o where | coulid-
n't deras | opleased, and e abways done as e plessed” Steele artended LEL for o
couple of years on and off before taking a job landscaping Cioy Pack in Baton Bouge,
Duaring this time he apprenticed under Me, Cytrend from the landscape avchitectural
Aren Aanerican Fark Boilders of Chicaso for a couple of yers, He senvid sy soperin-
rendent and continued o perform advisory duties for the pack enel 1940,

Steele also joined the LEU staff in 1930 a5 the university hindscape architect on
a per-time basis at fiest, then fulleime untid his setirement in 1970, For 40 vears Steele
Puorden and his crews were in chivee of all the sroonds en campuos, Flis work melud-
el designing and inselling planving beds, planting reees and mainmainine the land-
scape. e directed the planting of the crape mvrtles and most of the live oaks exise
ing on S0 canmpes today as well as ar Ciey Park.

Throughoue his lifetime, Seeele Burden designed many residential and pubtic land-

scapes around Baten Rooee, maost often for frends, His well known and constomt land-

seapie stvle urilized the creation of parden roving, of open T spaces with well detived
edees, love oak and crape myrtle allees; viseas 2

W

siom, By dividing garden areas inte smaller spaces with ree and shrob borders, Steele's

ormamentation. Mr Burden’s own
save hime the space Loe his most complere landseape destgn expres-

[rushe Ciand

gardlen rooms prosvide interest and invimaey inothe garden, with ench reom offering an
oppartunicy for a different desion expression. Expanses of lawn are rypically survound

ecl by curvilinenr shoub Borders cutlined m liviope or mondo erass defining the edoes.
Afrer incorpomring creanic matter into the beds, Seeele flled ther with his favorine
hardy plants such as Aspidisig, NMamding, crape mvetle, azalea and Camellia. The
Sowithern Tndian Hybeld azalens, well adepiad to the Southem egion of the counnmy,
wore availohle by che Live 1800% and he wsed them abundantly in his desions, Even
thongh there are lowering shrobs and mees o hes gardens, Seele emphasized the
“rreen garden,” using the form, color and rexmae of more penmanent shirubs and toses,
ruther than Hower color, to creare the losh Lovistana atmosphers indicative of his
aryle. Knowing colored folinge brightened up dack areas, in Windrush, he interspersed
eolden cuonvimus and oold dust avcoba amone the azaless. The canopics of mature
live cuks, pines and mepnolias nose toaver over these sarden spaces giving protection
from the sun ond increasing che sense of enclosure.




Sculprure o the garden was a very important elemenn i him and he often creat-
il special vistas and niches for their placement. Primarily mythological gods and god-
desses, the bronge, markle, iron, zine and conceete loures are tucked in amone the

felinge chroughous Windrush. Steele wis probably one of the first o use old sugar ket-

rleas 28 water features in che earden olten with statuary in the center sometimes used
as o fountain, He alse lked m place old gas lights, benches and olive jors at steategic
locations in the landscape,

Adver eeriring from L3S0 he continued to develop new garden ares on the proper-

by A growe of nearly matuze pine trees planted by LSU) forestry students years before,
to the south of the original five acres of Windrosh Gardens, zove him the opportuni-
ty o establish & more panoslistic, informal garden space. With help from longtime
assistants Ciecrge Raby and Maleolm Tucker, Tie Laid ous o system of gravel pachsays
meandering throngh the pines and formed frregular shaped beds for szl amd enmel-

bencath the canopy, With the inclusion of statuary in this woodland seiing,
Steele established continuity throughour his sardens.

By the next decac
to the pine grove area, creating a beavritul additien v the enire plantation sive, The
pomds attract an assortment of wilidlife, incloding Canadian peese and ducks. Twvo
winsden guzehos with benches give prorecrion from the elements and provide a rest-

b further enhanced the sardens by adding rao laege ponds

ful retrear from which to appreciate the namueal surroundings Wirdrsh Gardens now
eotvers approximately 23 acres,

By vocliay's standards, the plane paletre used by Steele Burden ac Windnsh is fairly
limited s he repeatedly vsed the plans which be firse discovered during his early
exposure toald Lowisiana plantation girdens, These plants had survived and thebeed
o decicdes inthe exireme climate of southern Lovisiana, In the early diays, he woald
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Leatherleaf fern and Algerian ivy
cover the ground on each side of
the path leading from the back
corner of the Windrush house,
past the stone statue of Bacchus
acquired in 1940, out to the large
open pond,

L/ T in the
garden was a very
important element to
him and he often
created special vistas
and niches for their
placement.




From the second garden room,
two historic urns serve as entry
markers inte an even larger room
devefoped in the 19405 At this
point, Steele increased the width of
the pathways, creating dccess roads
for garden maintenance.

From the front porch of Windrush,
looking past an island bed of
petunias, Nandina and palmetto,
the vista expands past the large,
open lawn flowing down to the
old Ward’s Creek and the netural
areg beyond.
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venture out into the woods 1o dig native ree seedlings, palmette and vaupon to
incorporate ince his landscapes, Bananas, rice paper plants, gingers and giant ele-
r-|'|<'||'|Lk pars c_nh.w.c, the lush, tropical feel. Large sweeps of Ardisia, .*"-.fma.'irru. and

: 8 English ooy chrive in che shade. Stecle considered
froprance in the garden an imporant aspect and
a0 he included, usually along walleways or near
doorways,
tertly ginger lily, Gardena, sweer |l|Wt :mJ WX
leat lisustrim.
Burden's

banana shruh, bush honeysuckle, k-

Calor, s the final aspeat in Me
provided at
heginning with

creations, 13
Windrush throushout the vear

145 |

parden

the bresthraking blossome of hundreds of azaleas
in the spring, crape myriles, sardenias and roses
I I'_]',l:' SUNIOLET; i..,';-,i'l'l'll..,'..liiil .i:l.\:l[:l.lllilq it '.l\li'.‘ 1:'|“.
[apansese magnolias and camellia japonicas in the
winter, Annual and perennial garden color s
now tcked away int several of the old borders
arcund the Burden home, The LSLT Aplenter
was fortunate to acquire the old camellia collec-
tion of Yioler Stone of Baton Rooge and many of
these matore @l LFLTEL camellias now Brace
Windrush Gandens.

Wi, Burden was actrvely supervising the devel-
opment of gardens until his deach ac ape 95,
: o Before his death, his simple wishes for Windrush
[_r,ml s were expressed inoa video tape made by David Floyd, Executive Direcoor
of the LS1 Roral Life Muoseum, adjacent o the pardens, Hle wanted the Tayout of
the beds and paths 1o remaim as chey were, always keeping the paths cleared and
noE have anyome come in and deastically change the desion, Due o lack of funds
aned garden staffing, Windnush had become overgrown and neglected for several
vears, Mow, under the responsible stewardship of the L3U AsCenters Burden
Center, wirh funds and rrained, dedicated personnel on site for the Tas three years,
Windrush thrives as never hefore. So rosday, bnspice of s ag

e, the pardens remain
the vibrant, yer serene and tranguilizing retreat Mr, Burden wished ic o e,

lone and Steele Burden worked dilipently for years to make sure Windrush
would remain intact forever. By establishing the Burden Foundation to oversee the
vse of the land and donating the property o LEU with restrictions that i remain
tor harticultoral research and gardens, they boped this aimosphere of serenicy, love
ol beaury, gracious courtesies and simple living would be available o the many cit-
i:_'l.l':"__‘; 1]:|-L LiE C':II.T[I'I'I,LIIJI,I"!.' l’l'l'll:,l, t.l:'ll_" ['I'I;,II'I'!.-' L'IEI[('II'F '|'r'|'l('l COHNE [or I'i..:'!fn fromy it flrld [N}
enjoy it. The Burden vision for Windrush Hovse and Gardens s as written when
the Burden Foundasion was cstablished: !
Ciardens s to provide a tranguil setiine where one might
izl beauty and a simpler way of life from times gone by

Late in life Mr. Burden was quoted as saying: *a live cal is the most beautiful
[hanks w0 Steele Burden's abund:
favorite plant, the live caks of Burden Center, including Windrush Gardens and

“The purpose of the Windrush House and
|‘fIL'.5i" i 3:."[."]"'&'":1-.“.'1.' K-

thing o come our of the earth.” 1t use of his
the Rural Lite Muzeum, stand roday as grand reminders of another contury for gen-
Brations to - come. B

The Burden: of Windrush Flantation” in Le Baron
4. Quarterly Publication of the Baton Rouge Genealogical
Southeast Station, Baton Rouee, LA
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