The group met on October 13, 2006, at 6:30 pm, at the Fire Station in Marksville.

Advisory Council members present were: Amy Thevis, Social Worker, Office of Family Support; Aloysia Ducote, CPA, Ducote & Ducote, 4-H parent and volunteer leader; Ricky Juneau, Member, Avoyelles Parish School Board, 4-H parent and volunteer leader; Larry Sayes, Farmer; Robert Thevis, Farmer; Henry Hess, President, Avoyelles Farm Bureau; Craig Foster, Director, Federal Programs, Avoyelles Parish School Board; Eugenia Desselle, Teacher, Mansura Middle School, 4-H parent and club leader; and Linda Gaspard, Nutrition Specialist, Avoyelles Parish Head Start Program. Avoyelles Parish Staff members present were: Carlos Smith, Earnest Freemen, Marie Lemoine, Trent Clark, Michelle Lemoine, Melody Coco, Evelyn Williams, Sandra Dubea, and Ellen Johnson.

Carlos Smith and Trent Clark, presented the mission and vision of the LSU and Southern University Ag Centers. The mission and responsibilities as well as commitments of the Advisory Council members were explained.

Trent Clark, the meeting facilitator, outlined current education efforts in Agriculture, Economic Development, Family and Consumer Sciences, and Youth Development in Avoyelles Parish. In the discussions which followed, the Agriculture stakeholders expressed the need for increased use of web communications, but strongly emphasized the demand for hard copies of information is great among Avoyelles farmers. Council members felt that clientele would pay reasonable prices for hard copies of weed control, insect control, and disease control guides. Great importance was expressed on the result demonstrations in making cultural decisions. Agricultural stake holders felt that further educational programming is needed in computer use for farming operations. Great value was placed on the continuation, and expansion, of the Master Farmer and the Master Cattleman programs

In the area of Economic Development, continued emphasis is needed on production agriculture and marketing, as well as production clinics. The group expressed positive opinions on the quality of agricultural production clinics, which bring specialists to the parish to share crop outlooks and current marketing trends. The group stated positive outlooks concerning the job currently being done with tourism and community development in the parish. The Council suggested expanding business start-up classes for the parish. 

In family and consumer sciences, positive comments were made on the effective programs offered to the Head start centers and offices of family support. They valued the nutrition information and parenting and child care programs as well as food safety and other healthcare issues. Mr. Craig Foster presented suggestions from Avoyelles parish teachers, included Ag in the classroom and Healthcare information given to parents of the Pre-K program. He especially emphasized the value of the Character Counts program and discussed the need for early nutrition education to prevent the development of poor food habits and substance abuse problems. 

In the area of youth development, positive comments were made about the outstanding 4-H programs being presented to school age children. Recent dramatic increases in the participation in the livestock program, Character Counts, as well as Work Preparedness Education, and other projects and learning opportunities. It was hoped that these trends could be continued, as the need was felt for more youth involvement and positive opportunities for acquiring life skills. Congratulations were given to Marie Lemoine on her upcoming retirement after serving 30 years and contributing greatly in the areas of family and consumer sciences and youth development. The stake holders felt that it is critical to the youth development educational programs of Avoyelles to replace Mrs. Lemoine’s position as soon as possible. 

The council selected Aloysia Ducote as chairman for the Advisory Council. They agreed to meet as needed in a timely fashion. The meeting was then adjourned.
