Evangeline Extension Leadership Council Meeting
April 8, 2009


A special meeting of the Evangeline Parish Extension Leadership Council was held Wednesday, April 8, 2009 at 11:30 at the Parish LSU AgCenter Office.  This meeting was called to update our local residents on the budget problem the AgCenter is facing in the next fiscal year.  
AgCenter supporters attending were: Greg Monier, Jake Guillory, Dwight Brignac, Camille Fontenot, Bob Manuel, Lula Richardson-Guillory, Nelda Fontenot, Jesse Fontenot, Clarence Vidrine, and Pam McGee.   Extension personnel present were: Assistant Director Dwight Landreneau; Regional Director Dr. Steve Linscombe; Extension Agents Keith Fontenot, Tina Guillory, Todd Fontenot, Vince Deshotel, Dr. Gloria Nye; and administrative coordinators Shirley Guillory and Susan Fontenot.  


The group was served a jambalaya lunch prepared by the parish staff.


Mr. Fontenot started the meeting by welcoming the group and giving a short description of programs conducted in Evangeline Parish.


Dr. Linscombe addressed the group next, explaining that the LSU AgCenter’s Research and Extension Service is a college within the LSU System.    The AgCenter receives no money from tuition so it relies fully on Federal, State, and Local government funding.  He explained that the Research Stations address different issues pertaining to agriculture and the Extension Service gets the information to the public.   He also informed the group that the most important industry in the state is agriculture.

Mr. Landreneau was next to speak.  He commented on how supportive Evangeline Parish residents and local government are of the LSU AgCenter.  He informed the group that the AgCenter is facing more budget cuts.  We have been downsizing for the past 20 years, reducing our staff by 300 personnel by freezing vacant positions.   We have lost many Extension Agent positions throughout the state that cannot be filled.   Because 80% of our budget goes to employee salaries, and we have already reduced travel and expenses, the only way to cut an additional 25% of our budget would be to cut programs.   At this rate, 300 more employees would have to be removed from service.  He added that we are trying to get word out that the AgCenter is worth funding.  He encouraged the group to let legislators know that the AgCenter budget needs to be addressed.  On April 21 the Joint  Committee will have a hearing.   If anyone is in Baton Rouge on that they, they are encouraged to walk in, sign the green card in support of the AgCenter and turn it in.  

At the State Police Jury Convention, Evangeline Police Jury President Bob Manuel wrote a resolution on behalf of the other Police Jury Presidents in support full funding of the LSU AgCenter.  This resolution was sent to the state governor’s office.  

Bob Manuel made a motion, seconded by Richard Fontenot, to send a resolution in support of the LSU AgCenter on behalf of this Evangeline Parish Extension Leadership Council.  This resolution will be in the form of a letter stating the value of the AgCenter to citizens of Evangeline Parish and the state of Louisiana and that the council recommends funding of this organization.   This will be sent to Angelle Davis, Sally Clawson and Govenor Jindal.


Mr. Landreneau encouraged Council members to log on to (or sign up with our office to receive) Dr. Richardson’s Blog for timely and in-depth budget information updates.  
 
Mr. Fontenot closed the meeting by thanking all members for their continued support of the LSU AgCenter.  
