[image: image1.png]


Evangeline Parish 
Advisory Leadership Council Meeting
Tuesday, April 3, 2007
MINUTES


The second meeting of the Evangeline Parish Advisory Leadership Council was held Tuesday, April 3, 2007 at the Evangeline Parish Extension Office at 11:30 a.m.


Present were:  Freddie Jack, Ville Platte Ministerial Alliance; Jim Shipp, agricultural businessman; Ted Soileau, Evangeline Parish Schools; Chad Soileau, agriculture businessman; Bill Guidry, Evangeline Police Jury President; Patricia Chatman, 4-H parent; Camille Fontenot, Chamber of Commerce; and Leah Hollier, 4-H leader and parent.   LSU Extension personnel present were Keith Fontenot, Tina Guillory, Todd Fontenot, and Susan Fontenot.  
Keith Fontenot, Parish Chairman, welcomed the group followed by introductions of each member telling a little of their affiliation with the AgCenter.   Keith informed them that the purpose of this diverse committee is to tell us what they need from the Extension Service, to address major issues facing the people of our parish.
The group reviewed the major issues that were discussed at the first meeting and how these issues were being addressed.
1) Lack of Hunter Education Programs offered in the parish

2) Credit awareness and budgeting money

3) Safety at home, on the streets and driving safety

4) Cell phone courtesy

5) Transportation for 4-H’ers to attend activities

6) Getting 4-H educational programs into the classroom through teachers

7) Using the Parish Livestock Show as a learning tool (minifarm, tours, etc.) for school age children

8) Exposure of non-livestock children to the livestock program through a mentoring program

9) Parental instruction on internet safety for children

10) Parental tip line newsletter to parents of 4-H’ers

11) Canning and preserving workshop and contest for 4-H’ers since the trade is being lost
12) Community Awareness Program

To address these issues the following were implemented:
Adrianne Vidrine, Regional FCS Coordinator, has been submitting a news column to The  Ville Platte Gazette on a regular basis to address different topics such as credit awareness, budgeting money, safety at home and on the streets, and driving safety.  This is the most effective way for her to reach the public.  She will be happy to set up meetings in the parish if she receives any requests.
Patricia Chatman asked if anything was done to educate the public about cell phone courtesy.  This is a topic that everyone agreed needs to be addressed.  Tina explained that it will be put in the parental tip line in the April 4-H Clover Patch.  This parental tip line column was added to the 4-H Cloverpatch Newsletter each month at the suggestion of this committee.  Topics included since January were bicycle safety, car battery information, food safety, Easter egg safety and cell phone safety.
Jim Shipp talked about the lack of Hunter Education Courses for the public.  The problem is that there are not enough certified people to conduct these meetings.  Bill Guidry and Jim Shipp are certified and Todd Fontenot has just recently been certified.  This will assist by having extra instructors for classes.
Ted Soileau informed the group that the Evangeline Parish school system is working to expand the Hunter Safety Education Course in schools.  

Todd recently held 2 parish shooting sports events with about 40 youth attending.  Some of these 4-H’ers will be competing in Regional and State matches. 

Freddie Jack informed the group that the next Ville Platte City Council meeting will be Tuesday, April 10 at 6:00 p.m.  Agents were encouraged to call City Hall to be put on the agenda if they would like to make a presentation to City Council to improve community awareness.


Freddie also talked about the Y.O.U. program that was conducted by the City of Ville Platte through a grant.  Through this mentoring program, high school students were put to work in several businesses in the community.   It was a great experience for the students and the businesses. 


Tina Guillory informed the group that every year 4-H centers its club meetings around a certain topic.  This year’s topic is “Dive Into Science”.  Each month different projects pertaining to this topic are conducted at 4-H Club meetings in the schools. (making butter, cutting vegetables to see what happens, etc.).

LSU AgCenter’s “Ag Magic” will be held April 23-29 at Parker Coliseum in Baton Rouge.  This is a good opportunity for field trips for children to learn where food and fiber really come from.   It will take children and adults through a journey of Louisiana agriculture and economically beneficial commodities they use every day.


Also, the “Body Walk” will be coming to Evangeline Parish November 5-9 to Vidrine or Mamou School.   This is a 35 X 45 foot walk-through educational exhibit representing the human body, targeting kindergarten through 5th grade youth.  Ted Soileau suggested calling Mayor Wilda Chamberlain in Mamou.  They may be able to schedule use of the Mamou Civic Center free of charge so that all schools in the parish can participate in this without disrupting one particular school.


Ted also suggested an effective way to reach teachers in the parish is through short and to the point E-Mails.  Four-H Agents can receive a master list from Bobby Landreneau (Ysb.com)


Camille Fontenot asked if 4-H agents can go into the classroom to teach extra topics as this would be an advantage to teachers and students.

The 4-H agents contacted the schools regarding curriculums the AgCenter available for teachers to use in the classroom.  Several schools will be using the Wetlands curriculum during Youth Wetlands Week, April 16-20.


Leah Hollier also suggested attending mandatory faculty meetings to address the teachers about what the LSU AgCenter has available for them or actually making a presentation to the teachers.

Keith informed the group that we, along with Farm Service Agency, NRCS and other ag groups, are working with the Chamber of Commerce to select an Outstanding Farmer of the year.  This is another example of the AgCenter bringing together different organizations working together.  

Chad Soileau asked if anything was done about creating a mentoring program for youth that live in areas that are not allowed to have animals to team up with people who live in the country to house their animals.  This would give more youth an opportunity to participate in the livestock program and acquire all the benefits it has to offer.  This topic will be addressed and presented to the Parish Livestock Show Committee.  It will also be put in the 4-H Cloverpatch Newsletter to better inform 4-H’ers of possibilities for participation even though they have no place for animal projects.

It was also brought up that Four-H Achievement Day was held at Sacred Heart Elementary on March 31 with one of the largest attendances in the last ten years.  The high participation and large number of parents and leaders was a welcomed sign of a strong working program.

After other incidental discussion Keith thanked all members for attending the meeting, and asked the group if they would like to continue meeting on a quarterly basis.  The group agreed so they can be kept up to date on the progress of these issues, and also to address any other issues that may come up.  No specific dates were set for the next meeting.

With there being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 12:20. 
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