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Evangeline Parish 
Advisory Leadership Council Meeting
Wednesday, November 01, 2006


A meeting of the Evangeline Parish Advisory Leadership Council was held Wednesday, November 1, 2006 at the Evangeline Parish Extension Office at 11:30 a.m.


Present were: Carol Alfred, Ville Platte City Council; Becky Buller, Chamber of Commerce & Tourism; Patricia Chatman, 4-H parent; Cheryl Debaillon, KVPI Radio; Richard Fontenot, farmer and Evangeline Farm Bureau President; Bill Guidry, Evangeline Police Jury President;  Leah Hollier, 4-H leader and parent; Neal Lartigue, Ville Platte Police Department; Bob Manuel, businessman and Evangeline Police Juror; and Chad Soileau, agriculture businessman.   LSU and Southern Extension personnel present were Keith Fontenot, Tina Guillory, Todd Fontenot, Gerald Roberts, Michelle Lemoine and Susan Fontenot. It was noted that five of the eighteen members of the committee were unable to attend due to conflicts in schedule.

Keith Fontenot, Parish Chairman, welcomed the group and presented a power point presentation about the mission of the LSU AgCenter Extension Service, the organization itself and the funding of the Extension Service. Tina, Todd, Gerald and Michelle each gave a description of their program areas.   The purpose of this diverse committee is to tell us what they need from the Extension Service, to address major issues facing the people of our parish.

General discussion by the group about the parish program and services provided by the Extension Service then ensued. Different members of the committee discussed different situations, and/or issues that they had dealings with in the past either with or through the Extension Service.


Bill Guidry, president of the Parish Police Jury pointed out the significance of all our parish Extension programs to the people.  He pointed this out to explain the jury’s willingness and lack of opposition, in raising their local support for the local office to the 10% level. There was no opposition because everyone realized the value of Extension programs.  Other relevant points were made by Richard Fontenot, President of Farm Bureau, and other members of the committee. 


After other incidental discussion, Keith Fontenot, then charged the committee with their primary purpose of helping us identify and prioritize, major issues facing the people of Evangeline Parish, that our educational programs may be utilized to assist with.


The committee discussed major issues facing the parish which include:
1) Lack of Hunter Education Programs offered in the parish

2) Credit awareness and budgeting money

3) Safety at home, on the streets and driving safety

4) Cell phone courtesy

5) Transportation for 4-H’ers to attend activities

6) Getting 4-H educational programs into the classroom through teachers

7) Using the Parish Livestock Show as a learning tool (minifarm, tours, etc.) for school age children

8) Exposure of non-livestock children to the livestock program through a mentoring program

9) Parental instruction on internet safety for children

10) Parental tip line newsletter to parents of 4-H’ers

11) Canning and preserving workshop and contest for 4-H’ers since the trade is being lost
12) Community Awareness Program

To address these issues the following will be implemented:

1) A parental tip line column will be added to the 4-H Cloverpatch Newsletter each month.  Topics will include street safety, home safety, driving safety, cell phone courtesy, budgeting and credit awareness.

2) A letter will be sent to principals and teachers about 4-H curricula materials offered, including a list of 4-H project books that they can use in the classroom.

3) Adrianne Vidrine, Regional FCS Coordinator, will be asked to look into presenting programs on credit awareness and internet safety for adults and children, possibly at the local library and/or in her regular news column in the Ville Platte Gazette.

4) Todd will bring up livestock show exposure to non-livestock children at the next Parish Livestock Committee Meeting.  He will also bring up the livestock mentoring idea.
To be addressed at a later date:

1) Parish Hunter Safety Education Class – possibly during the summer in coordination with other groups.
2) Canning and preserving workshop and contest – during the spring
3) Community Awareness – presentation to Ville Platte City Council - after the new mayor is elected and settled in office.

4) Transportation of 4-H’ers to events

A committee to recruit volunteers was formed during the meeting.  The committee consists of Becky Buller, Cheryl Debaillon,  Chad Soileau and Bill Guidry. This committee will be utilized to assist with all aspects of the parish offices needs for volunteer assistance in different program areas.

The question of  funding for our programs is an issue and we get great support from our local Police Jury, School Board, private businesses and individuals.  Also, the local media helps us tremendously.  Because of all this support we are able to charge 4-H’ers as little as possible for participation in many different programs, and only when absolutely necessary.

 
After other incidental discussion Keith thanked all members for attending the meeting, and questioned the group as to how often they felt this meeting would need to be held, and also if there were any specific day or time period that would be more convenient than others.


The group decided that they would like to meet quarterly so they can be kept up to date on the progress of these issues, and also to address any other issues that may come up.  Lunch time, preferably on Wednesdays is a good time for the committee to meet. No specific dates were set for the next meeting, as the group felt it better to look at calendars, so meetings could be scheduled not to conflict with an extra busy time of year.

With there being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at approximately, 12:45 p.m. 

