
New plants that we’re trialing include the 
beautiful Silver-leafed Princess Flower 
(Tibouchina grandifolia) with very big, fuzzy 
leaves and gorgeous flowers).  

It is the purpose of the demonstration garden 
to create an environment that informs our 
community and illustrates environmentally 
sound methods of gardening in an atmos-
phere of collaboration and enrichment.  
 
The garden is an ongoing project demonstrat-
ing the performance of a wide variety of 
plants, efficient irrigation and reduced chemi-
cal usage. Plants included are natives, trialed, 
and not commonly grown in this area.  
 
 
 

Please visit the gardens again soon.  
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Another, new and exciting plant in the Tropical 

Look Gardens is the Purple Allamanda 

(Allamanda violacea). 

 

Lafayette Master Gardeners propagate most of 

these plants and have them for sale at our spring 

and fall sales.  Hope to see you there. 

Happy Gardening 



As you stroll through the gardens (depending on 
the season) you might notice fragrant Angel Trum-
pets, striking Cannas, lovely Ground Orchids, the 
variegated Shrimp plant, bold Bird of Paradise, and 
several varieties of Banana.  Hopefully the beautiful 
Siam Tulip Ginger will be blooming for you.  For 
different leaf form and texture we’ve planted the 
Aluminum Plant in several spots along with lovely, 
graceful ferns as understory plantings among the 
taller specimens.  A black tub is filled with Tropical 
Dragon (Ctenanthe lubbersiana), a tender plant 
which we protect in winter.  A trial plant which we 
have high hope for is the Cardboard Palm. 
 
For vertical interest and height, we have an obelisk 
supporting a red and pink Bleeding Heart Vine 
(Clerodendrum x speciosissimum).  Another sup-
port has a “to die for” Rex Begonia Vine (Cissus 
discolor) which must be protected in winter, but is 
well worth the trouble.  Hanging baskets are filled 
with tender Macho Fern, Staghorn Fern and fra-
grant Night Blooming cereus. 

How do We  
Strive to Achieve this Look? 

 
Although dormant through winter until late spring, 
we rely heavily on gingers in these beds.  Spread 
throughout the gardens (because of different light 
requirements) are the: 

Alpinias (shell gingers) lovely  

Hedychiums (butterfly gingers) usually fragrant 

Costus (spiral gingers) velvety leaves 

Globbas (dancing girls) twirling flowers 

Zingibers (shampoo gingers)  

Curcumas (hidden gingers) 

Kaempferia (peacock gingers) beautifully flam-

boyant as the name peacock suggests 
 
Many people ask us about the culinary gingers.  
Since they’re not very attractive, and our space is 
limited, we don’t usually plant them. We are trialing 
Curcuma longa (turmeric).  At this time we don’t 
have Zingiber Officinale, the common, edible gin-
ger.  If you’re interested, rhizomes from a grocery 
can easily be planted. 
.   
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Plants for a  
Tropical Look 

 
Being located in a subtropical climate 
zone, there are some tropical plants that 
cannot tolerate Lafayette’s “sometime” 
chilly winter temperatures.  That being 
said, the fact is that we are left with a 
wide variety of choices in plantings to give 
the look and feel of the tropics.  These 
beds are designed to demonstrate the 
establishment and care of tropical-looking 
plants that can be successfully grown in 
South  Louisiana’s subtropical climate 
zone.   
 

 
 

Red Abyssinian Banana 

Siam Tulip Ginger 

Hidden Ginger 

Hedychium  

‘Tai Sunlight’ 

Butterfly Ginger 

 Cissus  discolor 

Rex Begonia Vine 


